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TODAY’S NEWS 


Blair’s key Bill pledges 
better schools 

An education Bill co raise school standards - the 
yardstick by which the Prime Minister wants his 
government to be judged - was published yesterday. 
The School Standards and Framework Bill will allow 
businesses to take over some local education authority 
functions and to be involved in the creation of 
25 education action zones in deprived areas. New 
“■super-heads" paid as much as £100,000 a year may run 
the zones, which will contain two or three secondary 
schools and their feeder primary schools. The 
Education Secretary gets unprecedented powers to 
intervene in foiling schools and local education 
authorities. But teachers said the zones, which will be 
used to test educational experiments and be able to 
pay extra to attract the best teachers, could destabilise 
the entire education service. Page 5 

Fayed bribes charge 

The tycoon Tiny Rowland has claimed in High Court 
writs that his old adversary, Mohamed At Fayed, 
offered him £I0m to lie to a parliamentary committee 
on standards. The former head of Lonrho also alleges 
that the Harrods owner was prepared to hand him 
ownership of the shirtmakers Turnbull & Asser and 
tried to blackmail him. The allegations were 
"categorically” denied by Mr Fayed. Page 3 

Winnie denies murder 

Winnie Mandela denied any Involvement in the murder 
of the 14-year-old activist known as Stompie at the 
close of a nine-day hearing of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission in Johannesburg yesterday. 
In a bizarre and emotional scene at the end of the 
hearing, she embraced the boys mother. Page 3 


Opera resignations 

The chairman and board of the Royal Opera House 
resigned yesterday as a matter of honour, following a 
damning Commons report. But the chief executive, 
Mary Allen, one of the committee's targets, is not 
going. She disclosed last night that she did offer to 
resign but said her offer was “emphatically and 
unanimously rejected by the board." Page 7 


*770951 "946559 s 

ZD 


One runs into old school chums 
in the oddest of places 



Prince and the pauper: Prince Charles unexpectedly meeting a former school mate, Clive Harokl, oijClerlcenwell, London ye s te r da y Photograph: PA 


One can never tell where one 
might bump into one's old 
school friends, as the Prince of - 
Wales discovered yesterday. 
Visiting the London offices of 
the magazine for the homeless, 
the Big Issue, he looked taken 
aback when he was introduced 
to Clive Harold, 49, a former 
pupil of Hill House School in 
Knighisbridge. London. 

According to Mr Harold, 
the two were in the same 


stream and played football to- 
gether. “I reminded the Prince 
how we used to walk from the 
school to the Territorial Army 
ground near Sloane Square for 
football. He remembered that 
and he also remembered the 
headmaster giving us mint 
sweets," he said. 

“The Prince did not re- 
member roe of course and I 
only remember him because we 
both had big ears and because 


he was obviously well known 
there." 

Mr Harold told the Prince 
that from his privileged up- 
bringing, he had become a 
showbiz columnist for Mornm's 
Own. a fact later confirmed by 
the magazine. He had also 
written a book - The Uninvit- 
ed - which he still carries with 
him as a “security blanket". But 
while his career his flourishing, 
his life was disintegrating. “I re- 


alised that I had not given 
enough time to my family and 
friends. 1 suppose the booze got 
me in the end.” Mr Harold 
said. 

“It was when my second 
marriage failed that things re- 
ally fell apart. I lost my house 
and one day I woke up in a 
shop doorway in the Strand. 1 
had lost everything." 

Mr Harold now sells the Big 
Issue from a pitch near Hol- 


bom Tube station, and is re- 
building his life. The Prince, as 
a single parent, is rebuilding his 
own life, albeit in slightly more 
salubrious surroundings. 

Mr Harold commented: “It 
was strange that we should 
meet again after 44 years. My 
life has had its twists and turns 
and so has his.” Or as the 
Prince said afterwards: “It just 
shows you, doesn’t it?” 

— Jojo Moyes 


England 
draw a 
clear 


England’s quest to repeat their 
World Cup win of 1966 was giv- 
en a boost last night when they - 
were handed a comfortable 
first-round draw for next year’s 
tournament in France. 

Glenn Hoddlc's team will 
open their campaign on 15 
June in Marseilles against 
Tunisia, and will then play Ro . 
mania and Colombia in their 
two other fust-round games. ' 
TVroof the four will progress to 
the second round and England 
should have no problems being 
one of them. Romania, the 
strongest of their opponents, 
have an ageing side, while 
Colombia and Tunisia should . 
both prove beatable. Hoddie 1 
said: “It’s not a bad draw. It , 
could have been a lot worse." 

For Scotland, it was a lot 
worse. They were drawn in the 
same group as Brazil the World . 
Cup holders and strong ; 
favourites to retain their title ^ 
next year. Making up the num- 
bers in their group are Norway, 
ranked 14 in the world to Scot- 
land's 36, and Morocco, who are 
the type of underrated team that 
the Soots have most to fear. 

Scotland start their World 
Cup on 10 June against Brazil 
in Paris, the opening game of the 
tournament Craig Brown, their 
coach, said: “It couldn’t come 
any tougher." He added that his 
side would be aiming for second 
in their group at best. England 
and Scotland ore drawn in such 
a way that they could meet in 
the semi-finals. Hoddie said it 
would be a “dream come true 
for British football". ■ 

Yesterday’s draw "threw up 
some other intriguing ties. The 
United States arc pitted against 
Iran in the opening stages, in a 
group with Germany and Yu- 
goslavia. South Africa, making 
their first appearance in the fi- 
nals, will meet the hosts, France, 
Saudi Arabia and Denmark in 
the opening phase. 

— Nick Harris 
Sport, pages 30,32 
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Will gelatine be the next beef- 
derived ingredient we worry 
about? Probably we shouldn’t - 
but it may be at risk as the 
Government wrestles with the 
consequences of banning beef ‘on 
the bone*, because gelatine is 
what you get from the bones. Our 
Science Editor investigates. 


Gelatine, used in huge quantities of sweets, 
cakes, biscuits, sauces and other foods, may 
be implicated io the new BSE scare, it was 
revealed yesterday. Bui there was profound 
confusion about the issue, which takes the 
beef crisis into new ureas for every shop- 
per. 

Gelatine is a binding agent for foods and 
medicine made from boiled animal bones, 
including cattle hones - which have become 
the subject of a proposed Government ban, 
when attached to cuts of meal, such as 
T-bonc steaks. Europe produces about 
97,000 tonnes of it annually, and probably 
consumes even more. 

So has the disease spread to this most 
widespread and homely of substances? As 
with many aspects of the BSE store, no one 
seems entirely sure, “lnfectivity has never 
been shown in gelatin." said a government 
spokesman yesterday - repeating a line 
which has been used for mure than a 
decade. In contrast Stephen Dcaller, an in- 
dependent expert on the disease, said: “The 
method used to delect infeclivity - inject- 
ing it into mice - makes it far less sensi- 
tive than you'd ideally want. A lot of tissues 
have come out negative in the government 
tests. But you really don't know tor sure " 

The Government's certainty that meat 
on the bone puses a risk - however small 
- prompted a typically British reaction from 
some shoppers yesterday: they began bulk- 


buying. Joe Collier, owner of Eastwoods 
Butchers in Berkhamsled, Hertfordshire, 
said he had sold a week's worth of ribs in 
one day to customers defying the planned 
ban - which requires a Parliamentary Or- 
der. not expected until January. 

“One customer rang up and placed an 
order for £200 of Scotch rib of beef," said 
Mr Collier. “He won't be able to pick it up 
for a week but he wanted to make sure he'd 
be able to gel hold of iL We've sold more 
rib of beef today than I normally would in 
a whole week. Customers are saying they’re 
very angry about what's happened." 

Formers meanwhile continued with a 
more Gallic reaction. Many were last night 


BY CHARLES 
ARTHUR 


converging on Dover for a blockade, con- 
tinuing protests which have been building 
in size and spread since Sunday night Jack 
Cunningham, the Minister of Agriculture, 
pledged to do everything in his power to 
bring the chaos to a balL “Farmers have no 
right to act outside the law. If this was a 
hunch of unemployed youngsters people 
would fee it completely differently.” be said. 
“Farmers are not above the law - that has 
got to he made clear to them." 

Michael Jade, his predecessor in the post, 
.s said he bad met hill farmers on Wednes- 
day who had told him beef prices at Ban- 
bury market were at a 20-year low. Hill 
farmers, who have un average income of 
only £10.500 a year, have been hh badly by 
the problem. 

But while the anger over meat off the 
hone grew, the confusion over the bones 
off the meat is quietly growing. The Eu- 


ropean Co mmiss ion intends to bring in new 
regulations from 1 January which will 
compel Europe’s gelatine manufacturers r 
who produce about 97.000 tonnes annual- 
ly, for revenues of about £5S0m - to use 
only “approved" bones from “BSE-free" 
countries. 

But with fewer than 20 working days be- 
fore that comes into force, the EC hasn’t 
decided what “approved" or even “BSE- 
free" means. In particular, Germany, which 
has recorded five cases of BSE, insists it 
should be defined as “BSE-free" because 
the cases were found only in imported 
rather than home-bred cattle. Jurgen 
Thomsen, secretary of the Association of 
Gelatine Manufacturers of Europe, said yes- 
terday: “I have absolutely no idea what the 
definition will be.” 

There is also confusion over what bones 
can be used. Gelatine manufacturers have 
previously used the vertebrae as raw ma- 
terial - but as the spinal cord has repeat- 
edly been shown to be very infectious, and 
with this week's announcement that bone 
marrow is potentially infectious, they are 
worried that that too will be taken off the 
approved list. In that case, the price will go 
up, and they will be forced to import from 
the US and Aria, which presently vie for 
market share. 

The Ministry of Agriculture. Fisheries 
and Food was last night still puzzling over 
the consequences of its own ruling. “We’re 
not sure if gelatine in food will be able to 
be made from bones from any countries," 
said a spokeswoman yesterday. “We will 
thrash that out with the industry, in con- 
sultation to start as soon as possible and 
report as soon as possible." 

Farmers blockading ports were dam- 
aging. their own interests as well as Britain’s 
close relationship with Ireland, Mr Cun- 
ningham warned last night after a meeting 
with his Irish counterpart, Joe Walsh. ■ 
Beef crisis, pages 12 and 13 
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A bag of sugar: the acid 
test for Italian virility 

Italian men show a rare enthusiasm for sex - or at least those who agreed 
to test a new drug for impotence did. 

They were persuaded by doctors at the Centre for Impotence and Fer- 
tility in Rome that the only valid way to test the efficacy of the treatment 
was by applying a kilogram weight - equivalent to a large bag of sugar - 
to the end of their penises to assess their rigidity’. 

If the weight did not buckle the penis, that would be proof that the 
treatment worked. 

In all, 123 men agreed to participate in the study, ranging in age from 
33 to a remarkable 77. The drug, alprostadiJ. was inserted into the ure- 
thra (the opening of the penis) and the men were given what doctors call 
‘‘visual erotic stimulation" - pictures of undressed women to you and roc. 

First, the hardness of the penis was assessed using an electronic rigidome- 
ter called a Rigjcompt which measured the pressure. Once this rose above 
75mm of mercury iL was judged to be fully rigid. 

Next the men were subject- 
ed to tbe “penile buckling test". 
If they could cany the kilogram 
weight. - no hands allowed - 
they passed. 

The test was carried out us- 
ing a virility meter. The device 
is applied to the top of the glans 
of the penis and presses down- 
ward recording the pressure in 
grams. 

Dr Ermanno Greco, who 
conducted the study with his 
colleague Dr Paolo Polonio- 
BaJbi, said: “It is a machine 
which expresses your virility. 
You can see exactly what your 
power is. It is not such a severe 
test.” . 

An erection capable of lift- 
ing a weight of 750 grains - 
three-quarters of a bag of sug- 
ar - is good enough for inter- 
course, though it is not fully 
rigid Dr Greco said. Men who 
can support a kilogram weight 
from the end of the penises are 
at peak virility and push the ma- 
chine off the scale. 

The results of the study, reported in the Lancet, showed that the drug 
improved the blood flow in ail patients, increasing the size of the penis 
and more than doubling it in some. Unfortunately, “not many had a real 
and lasting hardness." Drs Greco and Pblonio-BaJbi say. 

There was complete rigidity in 1 1 men and a full but not lasting erec- 
tion in 16 that subsided in one to two minutes. 

Five patients were sufficiently impressed to try tbe drug at home and 
two “got good results", the doctors say. The other 118 returned to using 
the injections direct into the penis that most of them bad previously re- 
lied upon. 

The performance of even the most successful Italian volunteers pales 
beside tbe exploits of the sadhus of Nepal. In Chomolungma Sings The 
Blues, an account of travels around Mount Everest by the mountaineer 
Ed Douglas, he describes meeting a sadhu who offers to lift a rock with 
his penis - for a price. How much does the rock weigh? Over 80 kilos. “It 
is a hard life.” says the S3dhu. . 

— Jeremy Laurance, Health Editor 
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Lauren Booth: *1 felt like a child that had foolishly poked a stick at a caged panther 1 


PM’s sister-in-law asks Alan Clark for a date 


By now, most women might consider it a good idea 
to give Tory MP Alan Clark a wide berth. Perhaps 
the Prime Minister's sister-in-law simply hadn't read 
the Diaries of the "cold, steely-eved Loihario". 

In an article in The Spectator magazine. 28-ycar- 
old former model Lauren Booth recalled how she 
tried to date the libidinous former Cabinet minis- 
ter at a recent parliamentary awards ceremony. 

“My reputation as a Valkyrie-like goddess (en- 
couraged by bored journalists with columns to fill) 
was at stake." she wrote. “To leave the awards not 
having been asked out bv him would, f was assured, 
be seen as ‘a sure sign you're a woofer . 

Determinedly, but with a “demure smile". Ms 
Booth approached Mr Clark and said: “It wouldn't 
be good form for either of us to leave here without 
having arranged an innocent lunch together." 

“Tune may indeed have crumpled those aquiline 
features, but as he turned his full and vaguely amused 
attention on me. I suddenly felt like a child that had 
foolishly poked a stick at a caged panther," she said. 
“He gave me a cool, brazen appraisal: ‘My dear. I 
was going to ask you anyway,' he growled. 

Ms Booth also described the arrival of Tony Blair 
at 10 Downing Street, as "the Versace revolution". 


"To witness a historic moment can have peculiar 
repercussions. Thai moment for me was realised as 
I watched my charming. M arm ile-sj d dwich-ma king 
brother-in-law change before my eyes at his Sedge- 
field constituency count into ‘our leader' ” 

Ms Booth said Mr Blair was “warmer than Pitt 
the Younger, more flamboyant than Disraeli, and 
more youthful than Lloyd George. 

"The Czech overthrew of Soviet tyranny was called 
the Velvet Revolution. This was just as momentous: 
the Versace Revolution.” 

Last week Tuy spin doctor Sheila Gunn admit- 
ted that she had no grounds whatsoever for suggesting 
that Cherie Blair did not like Humphrey the Down- 
ing Street cat. But Ms Booth suggests that feline ado- 
ration does not run in the family. 

“Our paths crossed one afternoon in the Down- 
ing Street lobby. He looked a hit ragged. Moreover, 
he had the arrogance of a very senior civil servant 
- the cat wasn't culled Humphrey for nothing. 

"Indeed, he gave me such a withering look of con- 
tempt that I shall never forget him." she said, adding: 
“Nor will I forget the unpleasant odourthai followed 
him about." 

— Jojo Moyes 


HEALTH , ... . 

Festive misery for alcohol bingers 

More d- 10.000 

ia ted problems owrChnL problem L.d 700 make inquiries 

of self-referrals and the average age of people seeking help was 41. Near 
Iv half the people requiring help said they were concerned about thorp*- 
choloaicaJ health. Physical health was the main concern of -7 per cent, 
relationship problems 20 per cent; and a combination of work and finan- 

^MrApp&v said the figures showed the scale of alcohol abuse. “Per- 
haps the most important thing to note about these figures* that rt s not 
right just to be concerned about drugs and young people - 85 , per ant of 
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Old Vauxhalls head the theft index 


Fifteen-year-old Vhuxhall Cavaliers 
are the cars most likely cars to be 
stolen, according to official Horae 
Office figures published yesterday. 

More than one in every 10 
1980-82 model Cavaliers on the 
road Iasi year was stolen. And the 
1983-85 and the 1986-88 models 
fared almost as badly in the Home 
Office's Car Theft Index. The Cav- 
alier's monopoly of the top places in 
the index was only broken by the 
19S6-S8 model Austin Morris Metro 
MG. which was fourth on the lisL 

The good news for car buyers is 
that newer vehicles art much less 
likely to be stolen. Just two in every 
1 .000 cars registered last year was stolen, compared with 28 per thousand 
registered in 19S5 - the peak vintage for thefts. Home Office Minister Alun 
Michael said the trend reflected improvements in security by manufactur- 
ers in recem years, although he warned against complacency. 

TOUR JSM 

Icelanders have hots for Scots shops 

Icelanders have the hots for British shops: tourists from there spend more 
per day - an average of £99 - than any other overseas visitors to the UK, 
figures from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) show. Much of tbe 
spending is on shopping trips to Scotland. 

The figures also showed a record 42 million visits were made abroad by 
UK residents in 1996 - up 3 per cent on the 1995 level. Spending on these 
trips totalled a record £163bn - up 6 per cent. France was the most popu- 
lar destination- followed by Spain, Ireland, the USA and Germany. A record 
25- million visits were made by overseas residents to the UK last year - up 
75 per cent on the 1995 total. More visits were made. by French residents 
than from any other country. Although Icelanders were the top daily spenders; 
the highest spenders overall were Americans, followed by the Germans. 
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Wheelchair bound MP has that golden touch 
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Now our 50p offer covers 
the whole weekend. 
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CsUb & Wireless. But some of you said you'd 
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Reconciliation, maybe. But not the truth 


Never had truth and 
reconciliation in South Africa 
seemed so irreconcilable. Mary 
Braid watched a sickening 
spectacle unfold yesterday at the 
end of the hearings into Winnie 
Mandela’s alleged involvement in 
an array of murders and assaults. 


Tbe nine-day hearing was stuffed with 
grotesque moments, but yesterday's were 
the worst Taking the stand after eight days 
of damning testimony against her, Winnie 
Mandela held up well at first Her strategy 
was blanket denial, shifting all the blame 
to the media and her political opponents. 

Now she seemed flustered as she strug- 
gled to maintain her alibi for the day the 
14-year-old activist Stompei Seipei 
Moeketsi, who later died, was severely 
assaulted in her home. 

It was one of the few real challenges to 
a woman with many questions to answer 
from many families. But Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu, chairman of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, the body 
charged with exposing the horrors of the 
apartheid era, kept pressing the lawyer chal- 
lenging Mrs Mandela, to wind up. 

Suddenly a premature finale materi- 
alised, as if from nowhere. While the 
cross-examination by lawyers acting for Mrs 
Mandela's alleged victims was still under 
way. the archbishop invited all those who 
claimed to have suffered at the hands of 
Mrs Mandela and her vigilantes, the Man- 
dela United football Club, to come forward. 

Suddenly Joyce Sepei, Stompie’s moth- 
er. was embracing Mrs Mandela, the 
woman already convicted of taking part in 
the kidnap of her son, and who this week 
was also accused by several witnesses of bru- 
tally assaulting him before his death. 

The cameras dicked as the archbishop 
gave a sermon about the healing of a na- 
tion. ft was as if the commission bad realised 
Mrs Mandela would not bend. It offered 
sham reconciliation in the absence of 
truth or even a glimmer of contrition. 

Not everyone was fooled. A farce was 
the way some families, anticipating events, 
described (he hearings half an hour earli- 
er, when they stormed out the haiL “She's 
the woman who murdered our children,” 
screamed Caroline Sono outside the hear- 
ing. She remembers Mrs Mandela calling 
her son “a dog” just before his disappear- 
ance in 1988. Mrs Sono said the TRC hear- 
ing had amounted to nothing. “Nothing has 
been done. There’s no justice in this land.” 

Mrs Mandela was implicated in the dis- 
appearance of Lolo this week. Mis Sonos 
husband. Nicodemus. testified that Mrs 
Mandela and members of the football dub 
had brought Sono's battered body to his 
home in the back of a van in November 



Joyce Seipei (left), the mother of the murdered teenage activist Stompie Moeketsi Seipei, is embraced by Winnie Mandela at the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission hearing in Johannesburg yesterday Photograph: Adi Bradlow/AP 


1988. He claimed he begged for Lolo’s fife 
but Mis Mandela had said he had sold out 
and the movement would decide what to 
do with him. That was the last time Lolo 
was seen alive. 

On Wednesday Jerry Richardson, for- 
mer coach of the football team, now serv- 
ing life for Stompie's murder, said he bad 
killed Lolo and his friend Siboniso Ifcha- 
balala on Mrs Mandela’s ordeis. 

Yesterday Mrs Mandela denied order- 
ing anyone's death. Every charge was “lu- 
dicrous”. or “lunacy”. And just as witnesses 
mysteriously disappeared before the trial 
for Stompie’s kidnapping, assault and mur- 
der, so witnesses failed to show this week. 

Michael Seakameia bad been expected 
to tell the commission that be had driven 


Mrs Mandela and the injured Lolo to Lolas 
home. The TRC warned Mrs Mandela 
about intimidating witnesses. But all that 
was forgotten yesterday when Mis Mandela 
finally finished being cross-e xamin ed. A 
tearful Archbishop Tutu begged Mis Man- 
dela just to admit that thin gs had gone 
wrong and say sorry. She did not have to 
specify what those “ things " were. She duly 
obliged. 

What followed was a bizarre mixture of 
pantomine and pure Hollywood. There 
were floweis for the diva as she was weF 
cotned back with emotion into the fold Mis 
Mandela embraced everyone. 

If proof were needed that South Africa 
had gone mad it was the sight of Jerry 
Richardson, her mentally disturbed former 


henchman, handing out greetings cards to 
everyone he could find. And all this for a 
woman who was for eight days portrayed 
as a violent despot who orchestrated a reign 
of terror in Soweto through tbe football dub 
thugs she housed at tbe back of her home. 
All this for the woman who denied every 
accusation levelled against her and rub- 
bished almost every witness. 

At the beginning of these hearings, Mrs 
Mandela was urged by fo ter Storey, a bish- 
op in South Africa's Methodist Church, to 
unburden herself of the sins of the past It 
is through these quasi-religious acts of con- 


fession that South Africa ^supposed to heal 
itself and go forward. But yesterday was sim- 
ply a final show of defiance by Mis Man- 
dela who bad refused to seek amnesty from 
the Commission in spite of the advice of 
tbe African National Congress. 

Either Mrs Mandela lied to her back 
teeth or she is the victim of an elaborate 
political conspiracy. In two weeks Mrs Man- 
dela will contest the deputy leadership of 
the ANC, a post that would put her with- 
in striking distance of tbe presidency. That 
must chill the heart of men like Mr 
Cachalia. 
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MURDERS IN WHICH WINNIE WAS IMPLICATED 


-Among the murders in which nimesses at the 
hearings implicated Mrs Mandela Htrr; 

1 The assault and murder of Stompie Seipei 
Moeketsi. 14. at the end of 1988. Gerry 
Richardson, former “coach" of the notorious 
Mandela United Football Club, claims he car- 
ried out the murder on Mrs Mandela’s ordeis 
after the boy was beaten by her and the foot- 
ball team until he was almost dead. Stompie. 
it is claimed, was thought to he a police spy. 

2 The murder of Dr Abu Baker Asvat in his 
surgery in January 1989. Two men, serving life 


for his murder, now daim they were paid by 
Mis Mandela to kill him. Its claimed the doc- 
tor had been asked to examine a badly beat- 
en Stompie by Mrs Mandela and that he was 
assassinated because he knew too much about 
the boy’s death 

3 The murder of Kuki Zwame in December 
1988. Richardson claims he killed Ms Zwame 
on Mrs Mandela's orders after Mrs Mandela 
branded her a spy. 

4 and 5 Lolo Sono and Siboniso-Tshabalala, 
who disappeared in November 1988 after al- 


legedly being questioned and assaulted at Mis 
Mandela's bouse. Richardson claims he 
killed them on Mrs Mandela's instructions 
because she suspected they were informers. 
6 The death of Fmkie Msomi. 13. shot dur- 
ing an attack on a Soweto home earlier in 
1988. The attack was allegedly carried out by 
the club on Mrs Mandela's ordeis in revenge 
for the murder of a football dub member. 

Mrs Mandela was also asked about at least 
five other murders during the hearing and an 
array of violent assaults. 


Fayed offered me £IOm to lie to MPs’ 
committee, says Tiny Rowland 


Tiny Rowland claims 
Mohamed Al Fayed 
offered Him £IOm to lie 
to a Parliamentary 
committee, Michael 
Streeter, Legal Affairs 
Correspondent, recounts 
the latest twist In the 
long-running feud 
between the two men. 


Even bv the standards of the 
long-running war between Mr 
Rowland and Mr Fayed, tbe al- 
legations are startling. In High 
Court writs Mr Rowland claims 
that the Hurrods boss offered 
him a £Wm bribe to lie to the 
Select Committee on Standards 
and Privileges. 

The former head of Lonrho 
also alleges that the Harrods own- 
er was prepared to hand him own- 
ership of exclusive shirtmakefs 
Turnbull <fc Asset, and tried to 
hkickmail him l* pn. musing to re- 
turn reportedly damaging docu- 
ments about him if Mr Rowland 
gave the false evidence. 

At I he time. Mr Fayed was 
alleging that the former cabinet 
minister Michael Howard had 
accepted a payment of Elm or 
£ 1 .5m to start a Department of 
Trade uml Industry' inquiry into 
the Egyptian businessman's 
takeover of Hamids. The 
claims were tirmly dismissed by 
the committee in March. 



Tiny Rowland (left) and Mohamed Al Fayed make up in 1993 
after ending their row over the ownership of Harrods store 


The bribery allegations, “cat- 
egorically" denied yesterday by 
Mr Fayed, come just after he 
withdrew a libel action over a 
l 'unity Fair magazine article 
which accused him of racial and 

sexual harassment. 

The new claims arc con- 
tained in a civil action brought 
by Mr Rowland claiming that 
Mr Fayed and five other peo- 
ple broke into his safety deposit 
box at the Knighlshridge store 
in December 1995, allegations 
first made by the former MR 
Neil Hamilton, in October. 

In a scries of writs lodged 
with the High Court, it Is said 
lhai the box was opened to 
search for material which could 
be used to put pressure on Mr 
Rowland to buck Mr Farad's al- 


legation against Mr Howard. 
The box apparently contained 
documents and audio tapes, 
together with jewels and other 
valuables. 

The writ against Mr Fayed 
alleges that while he was present 
two of his staff went through the 
contents of the box and photo- 
copied some of the documents. 

More documents were 
copied, and the tapes removed 
for copying, after the box was 
again broken into the following 
evening. The tapes were re- 
placed after a third hreafc-in. 
Some of ihc valuables were 
“stolen", it is alleged. 

The writs are against Mr 
Fayed, his assistant Mark Grif- 
fiths, his director of security 
John Macnamara, his body- 


guard Paul Handley-G reaves, 
senior security manager John 
Allen, and the safe deposits 
manager, Colin Dalman. 

Mr Rowland alleges that 
they conspired together, and 
with Nancy Bush and Robert 
Loflus, wrongfully to interfere 
with his goods by committing 
trespass and/or wrongful con- 
version: to induce a breach of 
the hire contract relating to the 
box. and to infringe his copy- 
right in letters and recordings. 

Mr Rowland claims that be- 
fore the break-in a series of let- 
ters from Mr Al Fayed and his 
staff had - vainly - tried to per- 
suade him to give false evidence. 

The attempts to buy the re- 
tired tycoon’s evidence came 
later, according to the writs. 

In one it is slated that during 
a lunch at Harrods in about 
March 1996, “Lhe defendant 
claimed he had information 
and/or documents damaging to 
the plaintiff, showed him a brown 
envelope which he claimed con- 
tained such material, and told 
him he could haw the contents 
of the envelope, together with 
ownership of Turnbull & Asscr 
... and u cash payment of £10m 
if he gave evidence to the afore- 
said select committee”. 

Mr Rowland is seeking dam- 
ages, lhe return of any proper- 
ty in the defendants’ possession, 
and an injunction to prevent 
unauthorised copying of the 
letters and tapes. 
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EU ducks and 
dives over 
tobacco ban 


The ambitious campaign 
by the European 
Commission to ban 
tobacco advertising has 
taken a knock from 
Britain, and now Spain. 
Katherine Butter reports 
from Brussels. 

Britain was offered eight years 
to wean Formula One and oth- 
er sporting or arts events off to- 
bacco sponsorship last night to 
secure the Government’s back- 
ing for a controversial EU ban 
on cigarette advertising. 

Under pressure from Eu- 
ropean health ministers the 
Commission, which has been 
seeking a blanket ban on all 
forms of tobacco advertising and 
sponsorship for the past 10 
years, appeared ready to bow to 
a series of other national de- 
mands to muster a majority in 
favour of the measure. 

A surprise move by Spain, 
which switched camps to reverse 
its support for a ban early yes- 
terday, plunged supporters into 
despondency as backing for a 
compromise formula had been 
finely balanced, with four mem- 
ber-slates. Germany, Austria 
Greece and Denmark, ranged 
against it. 

A second compromise of- 
fering Britain an eight-year 
phase-in for a sponsorship ban 
on events “organised at world 
level” and giving Greece the 
right to display tobacco ads at 
street-corner kiosks, looked 
enough to clinch a deal, even 
without Spain's approval. 

Bui the threat of a total ban 
on indirect advertising, spon- 
sorship and promotional gifts 
fell away as the Commission 
cased proposals which would 
have banned the marketing of 
clothing and luxury goods by to- 
bacco manufacturers. 

Faced with a bail of protests 
about legal obstacles related to 
trademark law, it revised the 


threat to allow existing products 
such as Camel boots or Marl- 
boro T-shirts to continue to be 
sold subject to certain con- 
straints. Under the deal ex- 
pected to be agreed late last 
night assuming Britain ac- 
cepted the eight-year time- 
frame for Formula One 
sponsorship. EU governments, 
all of which already ban tobac- 
co advertising on television, 
would ban publicity in the writ- 
ten press and on billboards. 

They would have two years 
to implement the measure. 

Sponsorship deals could 
continue for ail sports for a fur- 
ther two years and a further 
four-year exemption could be 
allowed for sporting or cultur- 
al events “organised at world 
level”. 

Organisers would be re- 
quired to demonstrate that they 
were replacing tobacco money 
with alternative sponsors dur- 
ing that time and to reduce the 
visibility of cigarette brand em- 
blems and logos at events. 

Cigarette advertising in spe- 
cialist tobacco industry maga- 
zines and in publications 
imported from outside the EU, 
for example copies of Time or 
Newsweek published in the US, 
could also continue. 

Padraig Flynn the EU com- 
missioner for health policy, 
strongly urged governments to 
accept the compromise warning, 
that it would be many years be- 
fore a new attempt to restrict 
advertising could be launched 
if it failed. 

There was criticism howev- 
er from governments which 
said the watered-down version 
of the proposals inflicted seri- 
ous damage on effectiveness of 
a ban. Brian Cowen, the Irish 
health minister, said: “I am 
disappointed at efforts to water 
this down. 

Quite dearly, vested interests 
in the tobacco industry and in 
sport are very strongly influ- 
encing the proceedings”. 



Double ‘sting* costs Foreign Office £442,000 


The Foreign Office has lost 
£442,000 as a result of a 
double ‘sting* at the British 
embassy in Amman. Anthony 
Bevins. Political Editor, reports 
on two accountants and a 
modem Aladdin’s Cave. 

Last year. MPs were told by Sir John 
Bourn, the Comptroller and Auditor 
General, that a locally engaged ac- 
countant in the British Embassy in Jor- 
dan had “forged life certificates and 
encashed payable orders for over 20 
years in respect of pensioners who had 
previously died.” 

The accountant, Zureik, for whom 
no other name is provided, is believed 
to have got away with £330,000, and 


the National Audit Office made a num- 
ber of recommendations to tighten up 
procedures in Amman, described as “a 
particularly vulnerable post". 

Because of the Zureik “sling”, 
when a new senior management offi- 
cer arrived in Amman Iasi June, he was 
very much on his toes, and he noticed 
that the occupants of some of the em- 
bassy's residential properties "ap- 
peared to be consuming significantly 
more fuel than others”. 

On being asked to investigate, his 
assistant “found that a number of oil 
deliveries were for identical amounts”, 
and she discovered “that duplicate pay- 
ments had been made as a result of the 
presentation of different copies of the 
same invoices." 

The man who replaced Mr Zureik 
was Mr Shehadch. for whom no oth- 


er name is provided, and it appears that 
between 19*33 and last June he was in 
the habit of submitting two copies of 
the same diesel fuel delivery invoice 
for signed authorisation by the em- 
bassy's senior management officer. 

The top. pink copy, was quite 
properly used to support cheque pay- 
ment to the supplier - hut. then. Mr 
Shehadch would use ibe duplicate, 
green delivery note to support a cash 
payment into an account which he con- 
trolled. 

“To forestall detection," Sir John 
explained, “the two payments were so 
arranged that they appeared on the 
embassy’s accounts in different peri- 
ods.” 

Mr Sbchadeh uJso submitted falsi- 
fied invoices for utility supplies. like 
electricity, as well as stationery and 


postage, using a variety of techniques 
to get the senior management officer's 
authorisation for payment. 

Because records have been de- 
stroyed for the seven years to 1993. 
when Mr Shehadch was working as an 
accountant in the embassy, the precise 
loss is not known. 

Mr Shehadeh, who dentes all the 
accusations made against him - 
yesterday’s report attracts parliamen- 
tary privilege for purposes of defama- 
tion - is currently being held on 
remand pending criminal and civil tri- 
als. 

As for the senior management of- 
ficer who signed the authorisations, he 
left Amman in April and has had un- 
specified “disciplinary action taken 
against him”. He is not named, and his 
fate is not known. 


Anglernets 
four fish a 
minute for 
five hours 

Angler Jimmy F’crwell proved that lit- 
tle fish are sweet when he caught 1,100 
in just five houre to win a contest on 
the flooded River Wye in Hereford and 
Worcester. 

The 40-year-old factory stores man- 
ager landed almost four fish every 
minute in the tournament last Sunday. 
More than half the 200 anglers who had 
been expected to compete in the event 
failed to turn up because the swollen 

river was running so high that they de- 
spaired of catching anything. 

But Mr Powell had no complaints 
as his keep net began to bulge with 
bleak - a tiny silver coloured flat fish 
the size of whitebait A shoal of the Gsb 
were sheltering from the strong current 
behind a fallen tree trunk which was 
wedged against the bank at the spot 
where Mr Powell bad been drawn to 
fish in the contest. 

“I've never caught so many fish in 
my life,” said the former Welsh in- 
ternational. “My arms and shoulder 
blades are still aching now - I've 
run half marathons and not felt that 
shattered. 

“The river was chocolate brown and 
the current was so strong some tree 
trunks floated past me at about 30 mfles 
an hour. All the fish were looking for 
a sheltered spot and they were not ex- 
pecting to be caught. Most of the time 
I was catching eight or ten fish with 
each maggot. They were chewing on 
the bait and I just shook them off my 
barbless hook into the net” 

Mr Powell’s incredible haul only 
weighed 251b 3'/20z but was sufficient 
to win the £200 first prize in the Here- 
ford and District Angling Association's 
Wye Charity Match. The chairman of 
the association. Ray Biyan, said: “It was 
an incredible achievement. Most peo- 
ple took one look at the river and 
thought that there was no way they 
were going to catch fish." 

Even so, Mr Powell, of Victoria 
Park. Hereford, believes that his haul 
is not a record breaker. An angler 
called Steve Thomas - nicknamed 
“the bionic bleaker" - is reputed to 
have caught 1,800 bleak in another five- 
hour contest on the Wye. 

All the fish in the latest tournament 
were put back in die river alive. 

— Richard Smith 
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Classroom revolution offers 
new hope for worst schools 


I spy: Winton primary school pupils trying to catch a glimpse of Prince Charles yesterday Photograph: Kaipesh Lathigra 

A business-like approach that gets results 


Prince Charles ventured into 
lessons at Win ion primary 
school, tucked behind Lon- 
don's Kings Cross station, just 
as Crimson Class were -singing 
the alphabet. 

Letter of the week, he dis- 
covered, was *S\ which stood for 
salami, sandwich and snake. 
“If you eat snake you wilt die,” 
offered Scott Shields, aged four. 

“That’s right.’' said his 
teacher. 

‘■I’ve eaten a snake and I 
didn't die." said Charles, for- 
getting classroom protocol for a 
moment. “It tasted like chicken.” 

Snake controversy aside, the 
Prince of Wiles was dearly en- 
thused by the reading lesson, 
and borrowed a knee-high chair 
to talk more closely to the four- 
and five-vear-olds. 

The prince was visiting Win- 


ton, where pupils come from a 
mix of cultures and between 
them speak 26 languages, to dis- 
cover how employees from ma- 
jor firms such as NatWest and 
Walkers are helping schools 
boost literacy standards by bear- 
ing children read. 

His Business in the Com- 
munity charity takes business 
leaders to visit the school as port 
of its “Seeing is Believing” lours 
aimed at encouraging firms to 
loan their employees' skills. 

Winton, in an area of Is- 
lington best known for prosti- 
tution and drug problems yet 
only a brisk walk from the 
Prime Minister's former home, 
would meet with firm approval 
from a government intent on 
calling in help from the business 
world to help drive up educa- 
tional standards. 


The school has already re- 
ceived glowing reports from 
inspectors despite coping with 
a frequently fluctuating pupil 
population as families move 
into and out of the area. 

The school standards au- 
thority, Ofsted noted that in 
maths and English pupils made 
“remarkable and substantial im- 
provements from a position well 
below the national average to at- 
tainment which is now firmly in 
line with national averages”. 

The school won a Business 
in the Community “Aim High” 
award for raising reading ages 
through its reading programme 
run with NatWest staff, and 
head teacher Jane FuLford has 
a mentor from management 
consultants KPMG who shares 
expertise on staffing, planning 
and office management. 


MAIN POINTS OF THE BILL 


• Class sizes tor five- to seven-year-olds to be 
kept to 30 or below Local education authorities 
to draw up plans for smaller classes, and admis- 
sions rules to be changed to stop schools admit- 
ting more than the limit. 

• Education action zones to raise standards in 
areas where schools are strug^ing Local authori- 
ties. businesses and others to apply to am the 
rones, with freedom to suspend the national cur- 
riculum and set their cwi rates of teachers’ pa-/. 

• LEAs. to be obliged to help raise school stan- 
dards. starting with a three-year ‘education devel- 
opment plan’ to be approved by the Secretary of 
State. Government to be able to intervene in fail- 
ing authorities by removing control of education 
from LEA. 


• Secretary of State to have powers to take 
control of persistently failing schools, with ulti- 
mate sanction of closure and reopening with new 
staff and site. 

• Three new categories of school - community, 
foundation and voluntary - to be created- 

• LEA committees to have parent members. 

• All local authorities to have development plans 
for under-fives education 

• Schools must have written home-school 
agreement drawn up with parents. 

• Independent adjudicator to sort out deputes 
over admissions arrangements. 

• Local parents allowed ballot on future of indi- 
vidual grammar schools or (in wholly selective ar- 
eas) whether selective system should continue. 
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The Schools Standards and 
Framework Bilk published yes- 
terday, will provide for a greater 
formal role foT business in rais- 
ing school standards. 

— Lucy Ward, 
Education Correspondent 


Action zones, to be set 
up for under-achieving 
schools in disadvantaged 
areas, are to be test- 
beds for experiments m 
raising school standards. 
Our Education Editor 
analyses yesterday’s 
Education Bill. 


Education priority areas tried to 
entice teachers into poor areas 
by paying them more. The re- 
mit of education action zones, 
outlined in the Education Bill 
yesterday, will be much wider. 
Run by a mixture of local au- 
thorities, community groups 
and business, they will be free 
to fix the pay and conditions of 
teachers working within them, 
regardless of national pay 
scales, and they will be able to 
ignore the national curriculum. 

That means that they will be 
able to concentrate on the ba- 
sics of literacy and numeracy 
and remedy the failure of suc- 
cessive governments to raise 
standards among the most dis- 
advantaged children. 

They will also be able to re- 
design the curriculum to make 
it more attractive to less-able 
pupils and more relevant to the 
world of work than the national 
curriculum based on academic 


subjects that have been largely 
undianged since Victorian times. 

If action-zone experiments 
are successful, they will be tried 
in schools across the country. 

But it will not all be plain 
filing There are hints of dif- 
ferent contracts for different 
teachers so that, as in many oth- 
er jobs, the most talented and 
those prepared to work harder 
and longer may receive more. 
Expect angry protests from 
teacher unions. 

The extra money expected to 


can’t run railways and they cer- 
tainly won't be able to run ed- 
ucation services,** said Graham 
Lane, chair of the Local Gov- 
ernment Association’s educa- 
tion committee. 

The BQI reflects the Gov- 
ernment’s determination to 
. root out educational failure. 
While the education action 
zones will have new freedoms, 
in other ways it is unashamed- 
ly centralising. The Secretary of 
State for Education is gaining 
powers to take over failing 


BY JUDITH JUDD 


be available to the zones from 
business and the Government, 
£500,000 a year, will not go liar 
once a chief executive or su- 
perhead has been paid, say 
£100,000. to run the 2D or so 
schools in a zone and each 
school has been given at least 
one superteacher. 

Plans for private firms and 
educational consultants to play 
a role in running the zones may 
be successful. Equally, they 
may find that r unnin g schools 
requires different skills from 

r unnin g a p pp ypany. Companies 

will also be able to take over 
some functions of failing local 
education authorities. “Vir gins 


schools and failing local edu- 
cation authorities. He is insist- 
ing on quicker procedures for 
sacking teachers. 

Yesterday, David Blunkett 
was unapoiogetic. In the past, he 
said, “central government car- 
ried responsibility without pow- 
er. It deluded the electorate into 
believing that central govem- 
. ment could deliver change with- 
out the mechanisms to deliver 
it. We are taking the necessary 
powers to ensure that people on 
the ground do their job.” 

After years in which bad 
schools have drifted on because 
local authorities were too fee- 
ble or disorganised to improve 


or close them, few will quarrel 
with the new power over local 
authorities. The insistence thuL 
teachers are sacked more quick- 
ly is equally necessary, recent re- 
search from Exeter University 
showed that it cun take up to 12 
years to sack a bad teacher. 

The Bill marks an overdue 
return to the notion that schools 
need to be planned and an end 
tu the last government’s ideo- 
logical conviction that the mar- 
ket would raise standards. 

Because so much of whai is 
proposed makes sense, the re- 
sponse of Conservatives and 
liberal Democrats was muted. 
Don Foster, the Liberal De- 
mocrats' spokesman, pointed 
out that more money will almost 
certainly be needed. 

William Hague, the Tory 
leader, who worried that the 
measures gave local authorities 
more power over grant-main- 
tained schools, created by the 
last government, must know 
that the agenda has moved 
His party dropped its promise 
of a grammar school in every 
town after its own focus groups 
and canvassers discovered that 
voters were not interested. In- 
stead, they wanted to talk about 
class sizes. Under the Bill, lo- 
cal authorities will have to draw 
up plans showing how they will 
provide smaller classes for five- 
to seven-year-olds. 
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Woman admits to affair with boy of 14 


Greenwich ranks 
i7th in world 


era 


tfo 


The affair between a 
33-year-old mother and a 
schoolboy caused outrage 
and sparked a manhunt on 
both sides of the Atlantic. 
Kote Watson-Smyth reports on 
Tracey Whalin’s day in court 
on charges of abduction and 
gross indecency. 


Mrs Whalin, married with three 
children, conducted a clandestine af- 
fair with the boy - who was then 13 
- for a year before they ran away to 
the United States io start a new life 
together, a court heard yesterday. 
They were finally tracked down to 
a Florida hotel by the Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation after a 10-day 
search and Mrs Whalin was taken to 
jail in shackles before being allowed 
to return to England to face charges 
sis weeks later. 

In Nottingham Crown Court yes- 


terday she admitted gross indecen- 
cy with the boy and pleaded guilty 
to two charges of indecent assault 
and abducting a child. The judge. Mr 
Justice Potts, put her on probation 
for two years on each count, to run 
concurrently, telling her that he was 
treating the case as exceptional. 

“I fully recognise and give weight 
to the fact that at all times the boy 
was a willing and active participant 
in what went on." he said. “I also pro- 
ceed on the basts that at all times you 
and he, to put it at its lowest, were 
extremely fond of each other. But 
even these matters cannot excuse the 
seriousness of what you did." He said 
that although no one would ever be 
certain, it appeared that the boy, who 
cannot be named for legal reasons, 
had suffered no long-term harm. 

Earlier Gregory Dickinson, pros- 
ecuting. told the court that the cou- 
ple's sexual relationship began when 
the boy became infatuated with the 
woman and confessed to sexual feel- 
ings which she then reciprocated. He 


said the relationship had progressed 
rapidly from kissing to full sexual in- 
tercourse and continued for more 
than a year, with the youngster as a 
“willing and enthusiastic partner". 

The couple then planned to go to 
the US and "remain there indefi- 
nitely" he added. They flew to Flori- 
da on 15 July this year and spent 
several days travelling around before 
renting an apartment in the Florida 
Keys. They were found after the FBI 
traced a call the boy made to his 
mother in England. 

James Cbadwin QC. defending, 
said Mrs Wh alin was the victim of 
an unhappy marriage. He said she 
had had a terrible time after being 
detained in the US: “She was in 
shackles in prison. She felt unable to 
cat she was so miserable and afraid 
... There's little doubt she suffered 
already at that stage substantial 
punishment." He added that a num- 
ber of her friends and members of 
the public had testified to her “ex- 
cellent'’ ability as a mother. 
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Fugitive returned: Tracey Whalin, 33, anwL^ack in Britain Past July 
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Maritime Greenwich yesterday 
became the UK’s 17th Wodd 
Heritage Site, ranking it along- 
side the Taj Mahal, the Great 
Whll of China and Stonehenge. 
The decision, announced at a 
Unesco meeting in Naples, is a 
recognition of the unique qual- 
ities of an area by the Thames 
in south London that includes 
Sir Christopher Wen’s Royal 
Naval Hospital, Inigo Jones's. 
Queen's House, the Cutty Sark 
and Greenwich Park with the 
Old Royal Observatory. . 
Welcoming the accolade, Cul- 
ture Secretary Chris Smith said 
the protection accorded such 
sites helped to “define what the 
word ‘civilisation' means”.’ 

The li s tin g brings no extra mon- 
ey but could assist conserva- 
tionists in their fight to preserve 
a row of 18th century shops in 
the area which are threatened 
by a proposed retail complex. 

— Stephen Goodwin, 
Heritage Correspondent 


Super- resistant 
bugs on increase 


New evidence of the growth of 
superbugs resistant to all known 
antibiotics has been found by 
scientists who have identified 
strains of a common bacterium 
that is able to evade the last line 
of defence against infection. 

The bacterium, Staphylo- 
coccus aureus, can cause fatal 
disease and strains resistant to 
the antibiotic methicillin have 
been known since the 1970s. 
This left only vancomycin as the 
last antibiotic to which the or- 
ganism was susceptible. 

Earlier this year a van- 
comycin-resistant strain of 5 au- 
reus was found in Japan which 
meant some infections with the 
organism might be un treatable. 
However, it was not dear how 
common such strains might be. 

Now the researchers from 
Juntendo University, Tokyo, re- 
port a study of more than 1,000 
strains of methlcillia-resistant 
isolated from patients in 203 




Nazi gold talks inspire search 
for looted works of art 


The London talks on Nazi gold, 
hosted by Robin Cook, Foreign 
Secretary, ended yesterday with 
a pledge for a follow-up meet- 
ing. Stuart Erzenstat, US Under- 
secretary of Stale, announced 
plans to examine the question 
of Nazi-looted art at a gather- 
ing in Washington next year . 

But, he told 240 delegates 
from more than 40 countries, 
time was of the essence for the 
surviving victims of Nazism: 
“We must not enter a new mil- 
lennium, when the issues of to- 
day will begin to be andent 
history, without completing the 
work before us." A website is to 
be established for posting and 
updating archive material. 

Several promises of assis- 
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hospitals in Japan. Writing in the 
Lancet, they say they found no 
new strains that were com- 
pletely resistant to vancomycin 
but they did find strains with 
variable resistance, where a 
proportion of the organisms 
within the strain were not sus- 
ceptible to the antibiotic. 

In their own Juntendo Uni- 
versity hospital vancomycin re- 
sistance was found in 20 percent 
of the bacterial strains. They 
conclude± “There is a need for 
spedal precautions to Limit the 
spread of {resistant] strains in 
Japan (and the world)." 

In a commentary. Dr Soad 
Tabaqchali of St Bartholomew's 
Hospital, London, says affected 
patients should be isolated to 
prevent spread, and over- 
prescribing of antibiotics must 
be halted to prevent the further 
growth of resistance. 

— 1 Jeremy baurance. 

Health Editor 


tance were made at the con- 
ference: Austria and Germany 
said they would seek missing 
Reichsbank records, and De- 
gussa, the German company 
which smelted stolen goods for 
the Nazis, has agreed to allow 
World Jewish Congress officials 
to have access to its files. 

More countries said they 
would contribute to the fond for 
Nazi victims launched by Mr 
Cook, who proposed that all 15 
nations due to receive the last 
remaining gold recaptured from 
the Nazis under final World War 
Two settlements should donate 
it to help Holocaust victims, and 
that other countries might wish 
to help. 

Louise jury 
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Opera House chief 
defiant as entire 
board agrees to go 


The chairman and board of the 
Royal Opera House resigned 
yesterday following a damning 
Commons report. But the chief 
executive told Dowd Lister, Arts 
News Editor, that she will be 
staying put. 

Mary Allen refused last night to how lu ihe 
Commons committee's call that she should 
quit, as she saw her chairman. Lord Chudling- 
ton, and the entire board hand in ihcir res- 
ignations. 

Lord Chadllngton. brother of the former 
Tory Cabinet minister John Gummer. said 
he was resigning as a matter of honour. The 
other directors tendered their resignations, 
but have been asked by the Secretary of Slate 
for Culture, Media and Sport. Chris Smith, 
to stay on while he reconstitutes the hoard. 

Mr Smith is likely to ask key board mem- 
bers such as fund-raiser Vivien Duffield and 
Labour benefactor and publisher Bob 
Gavron to stay on. Mr Gavron may yet end 
up as the new chairman of the ROH. 

Mrs Allen disclosed last night that she did 
offer to resign. But, she said", her offer was 
“emphatically and unanimously rejected bv 
the board." She added that Mr Smith had told 
her at an afternoon meeting that it would be 
“disastrously destabilising" if she went, and 
that Covent Garden music director Bernard 
Haitink had also implored her to stay. 

“It has been an appallingly upsetting few 
days," she said last night, “but 1 am staving. 

1 offered my resignation because 1 thought 
it the proper thing to do, but it was reject- 
ed. The board is the only body empowered 
to require my resignation. I reject the criti- 
cisms of the select committee utterly and 
there is evidence that exonerates me total- 
ly" 

Earlier this week, the Culture Select 
Committee, chaired by Gerald Kaufman MP, 
accused the .ROH of incompetent manage- 
ment and called on the chairman, chief ex- 
ecutive and board to resign. Yesterday Mr 
Kaufman hinted he was still not satisfied with 
two ont of the three demands accomplished. 
He said: “Lord Chadllngton has done the 
right thing. I take no pleasure in the fact that 
he has felt it appropriate to resign but I am 
sure that he has acted appropriately in do- 
ing so. 


“The committee recommended that the 
remainder of ihe hoard and lhe chief exec- 
utive should also resign, and we therefore 
await developments with interest." 

Lord Chadlingion told the hoard that he 
was resigning at an emergeney meeting held 
ai SJt lam yesterday. He had told friends just 
before the meeting that lie was going “to do 
a Carrington 

This referred to Lord Carrington's deci- 
sion to resign as Foreign Secretary from Mar- 
garet Thatcher’s Conservative government 
over the RilUands War in 1982. 

Lord Chadlingion said yesterday: “When 
a public document criticises the management 
of a public body. 1 believe that it is right that 
the chairman resigns as a matter of honour. 
W’c must, in public life, show a lead, and that 
is what I am doing. - ' 

It is also believed that the hoard recog- 
nised that some sort of sacrifice must he 
made, and it is understood that no concert- 
ed attempt was made to stop Lord Chadlinu- 
ton going, the deputy chairman. Sir James 
Spooner, will be the acting chairman. The 
board gave Maiy Allen “unanimous support" 
at its meeting yesterday. 

Responding to yesterday's announce- 
ment. Mr Smith said: “The Royal Opera 
House board have come to this derision them- 
selves; as an independent body. The absolute 
imperative ... is to maintain confidence in the 
Royal Opera House companies and in the 
redevelopment scheme. It is therefore wel- 
come that the board has agreed to contin- 
ue. 10 ensure stability, until a newly 
constituted board is in place. 

“I join the Board of ihe Royal Opera 
House in paving tribute to the work of Lord 
Chadlingion. He has sought to bring changes 
to the structure of the ROH. The new board 
will be able to build on this foundation." 

The Culture Select Committee's report 
was withering in its condemnation of almost 
every person involved in the Royal Opera 
House crisis. 

It demanded the Royal Opera House 
board dissolve itself and that Mary Allen re- 
sign, handing over control of the Opera House 
during its current £216m renovation to an ad- 
ministrator appointed by Mr Smith. 

“We would prefer to see the House run 
by a philistine with the requisite financial acu- 
men than by the succession of opera and bal- 
let lovers who have brought a great and 
valuable institution to its knees." it said. 



House of pain: Karita Mattila in Elektra, one of the last performances at the ROH before the venue’s closure 
for a £7 8m renovation and improvement programme Photograph: Ben Christopher/Performing Arts Library 


Eyre chosen 
for history 
of theatre 


Sir Richard Eyre is to present a six-pan 
history of the British theatre for the BBC 
in a move that continues the trend away 
from “young blondes" presenting arts 
programmes. 

Sir Richard, former artistic director of 
the National Theatre, follows in the foot- 
steps of Neil MacGregor, the director of 
the National Galleiy who recently presented 
the Making Masterpieces series on painting 
for the BBC. 

The use of art world professionals 
rather than photogenic television presen- 
ters reflects a commitment 10 “serious TV" 
made by BBC2 controller Mark Thomp- 
son in a speech to the television industry- 
last week. 

The Sir Richard Eyre series. Changing 
Stages, will be based on his personal view 
of the trends, major events and senior fig- 
ures in the British theatre during this cen- 
tuiy. The programme will be made next year 
and will be broadcast in 1999. The producer. 
Andrea Miller, plans to make extensive use 
of film and sound archives to bring to life 
stage plays from throughout the century. 

Sir Richard plans to look at how social 
and political trends of different eras were 
reflected in the theatre, from lhe Edwar- 
dian heyday of George Bernard Shaw and 
Lilian Bavliss. through the kitchen-sink dra- 
ma period of John Osborne, to the present. 

Mr Thompson is known to believe that 
a new approach is needed to arts pro- 
grammes in the Nineties to move the genre 
on from shows like The Laic Show. 

He believes programmes like those, 
which were based on a structuralist ap- 
proach to art. had a limited shelf life be- 
cause “once you deconstruct something, it 
stays deconstructed", he said. Structural- 
ist arts programmes presented by bright 
young things were, he believes, a one-trick 
game which too often sneered at art. Now 
he is looking for presenters with enthusi- 
asm for their subjects. 

Further proof of Mr Thompson's desire 
for heavyweight programmes regardless of 
their ratings potential is the commission of 
a scries on existentialist intellectuals. The 
documentary strand. Human AH Too Hu- 
man, will cover Neiizsche. Heidegger and 
Sartre. 

More accessible is Watching the Detec- 
th'es, a series of tributes to great crime writ- 
ers and their fictional creations. It is to be 
presented by Nigel Williams and will fea- 
ture programmes presented in the style of 
Sherlock Holmes. Hereule PoiroL. Philip 
Marlowe and Inspector Maigret. 

— Paul McCann, Media Correspondent 
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Media gag on 
prisoners 

The Court of Appeal yesterday 
backed the attempt by the Home 
Secretary, Jack Straw, to gag con- 
victed prisoners from talking to 
the media. A test case means that 
while prisoners will still be able 
to write to journalists, they will 
be barred from face-to-face 
meetings except at the discretion 
of the authorities. 

The decision is a major blow 
for those working on miscarriage 
of justice cases and undermines 
claims by ministers that they 
support more open government 
Journalist Robert WofSnden, 
author of Miscarriages of Justice, 
who interviewed one of the pris- 
oners involved in the test case, 
said: “I believe it is a very unfair 
restriction on prisoners and an 
absurd restriction on journalists." 

A spokesman for the Prison 
Service said they were “very 
pleased” with the ruling, which 
returned the legal situation to 
its previous position. 

In yesterday’s case three ap- 
peal judges overturned the de- 
cision that the restrictions on 
convicted prisoners interfered 
with their freedom of expression 
under the European Convention 
on Human Rights. Lord Justice 
Kennedy said: “The loss of that 
"right 1 ... is part and parcel of a 
sentence of imprisonment. He 
can no longer go where he 
wishes. He is confined.” 

— Michael Streeter 
Legal Affairs Correspondent 



Stage craft: Six-year-olds from the Claire Severs Dance Academy in Hampstead, north London, rehearsing in a church hail for their Christmas 
performance of Mary Poppins, to be held at Parliament Hill Girls' School this Sunday Photograph: Laune Lewis 

Pathfinder shows Mars was rich in water 


Mars probably had abundant wa- 
ter in its long-distant past, ac- 
cording to American scientists 
who today present the first for- 
mal results from the Mars 
Pathfinder mission. The planet 
is also more Earth-like than had 
been thought, with a crust made 
from a wide variety of mater- 


ials, and geologically active areas. 

Although the batteries on 
the Pathfinder lander, which ar- 
rived on the planet on 4 July, 
have now run down, they man- 
aged to transmit back huge 
amounts of data about the at- 
mosphere and the rocks around 
the landing site. There, the 


scattered, rounded pebbles and 
cobbles implied it was once a 
“water-rich" environment. 

Writing today in the journal 
Science, a team led by Matthew 
Golombek, of Nasa's Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory in 
Pasadena, California, noted 
that some of these pebbles 


could have been liberated by 
larger sedimentary rocks called 
conglomerates. This suggested 
that water existed elsewhere and 
earlier than in the flood believed 
to have carved out the valley 
where Pathfinder landed. 

The finding is helpful for 
Nasa scientists who have main- 
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So whether you warn to make lots of calls or lust 
stay in Much, well recommend tile right package. 


SHOP WHEN YOU WANT 

Opwi Sundays and up to 8pm Monday- Saturday. 


BETTER AFTBC SALES SOtVKE 

Losing your mobile can be expensive. 
Currys imtque coverpian Insurance qivn 
you comp a r e peace of mind. 
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BRIIAIN'S BIGGEST 
ELECTRICAL STORES 


Virgin must 
pay up for 
fares blunder 


laintfd ibat a Mars meteorite 
shows evidence of pasi micro- 
bial life - a claim that has not 
been backed by other indepen- 
dent scientists. If Mars once had 
plentiful water, it could have 
provided the basis for life. 

— Charles Arthur 
Science Editor 


Virgin Trains tried 
raising the price of some 
of its cheap ‘walk-on’ 
fares by six times the 
rate of inflation earlier 
this year. Randeep Ramesh, 
Transport 

Correspondent, explains 
why the price hike has 
meant Richard Branson 
will have to hand back 
£24,000 to his 
passengers- 


Travellers on the Virgin network 
have a choice of two fare scales. 
The first involves a change of 
trains in London and the sec- 
ond takes them around the 
Capitol on a “through train". 
The second option was always 
cheaper than the first - until 
June, when Virgin raised the 
price of its “through” fares by 
15 per cent, making it the prici- 
er option. 

However, ticket clerks did 
not realise the extent of the 
price hike and continued sell- 
ing the “through" tickets to pas- 
sengers as the “cheapest fare”. 

the price rise angered ran 
pressure groups and following 
a campaign in The Independent, 
the rail regulator has acted. 

In a letter, John Rhodes, pas- 
senger service director at the Of- 
fice of the Rail Regulator 
(ORR), wrote: “any instances of 
mis-selHng of tickets is a serious 
matter and I have obtained an 
assurance from Virgin that pas- 
sengers who have been over- 
charged will be compensated.” 

ORR confirmed that more 
than 2,000 tickets had been 
mis- sold. The average “excess 
charge” for each ticket is about 
£12 - leaving Virgin with a es- 
timated bill of £24,000. 


“We are in talks with Virgin 
at the moment about how to 
compensate passengers,” said 
an ORR spokesman. 

Barry Doe, the transport 
consultant who unearthed the fg4HH 
mis- selling, said: “It would be 
wrong to blame the clerks be- 
cause Virgin management 
failed to spot this error." 

The problem for Virgin and 
the regulator is it will be diffi- 
cult for passengers to prove that i 5 “B|8§ 
they were sold the wrong tick- 
ets. One suggestion would be lo 
give a sizeable sum to charity EjSHB 
and still compensate these pas- ^ 
sengeis with “genuine claims”. £ - 
"We would consider some 
sort of charitable donation as a X J 
good will gesture,” said John 
Morris, public relations man- z> 
ager for Virgin Trains. Sources £ " 
within Virgin suggested a con- ; 
tribution to the Diana, Princess li- 
of Wales memorial fund. i* 

The company has back- ^r- 
tracked since The Independent & 
first raised the issue. In Sep- 
tember. the chief executive of . 

Vir gin Trains wrote a letter to 
the editor, which was published, !-•' 
saying: “We normally respect /'• .v-' 

Randeep Ramesh’s reportii^ of f ■ - L v % \*y 
the transport industry but on this £ fG'; 7r ; ; ■r *'- 

occasion he's gone off the rails,." ? ' V 'j . v 

Pressure groups welcomed [*'•". ’ y : 1 ■’? 

the decision to make Virgin pay. V •; r; 1 . - ■" : 

“It is good to see that in re- J ’ a. 
spouse to vigorous representa- ^ G 

tions the regulator will now V: \ _ :1 G'-G- 

force Virgin to make good on , . ' ' : V'-"‘ r. 

its mistake," said Jonathan . 

Bray, director of Save Our Rail- 
ways. -EG;; 

• Hundreds of passengers were : T *' \ T-I j;'4! 

evacuated from a train yester- ■ . ■ '■ ' 

day after a fire broke out in one -"r-j' 'v: 

of the locomotives. ‘ -; v !.•' 

The travellers were all tak- • . . • . iV'i’oV - A 

cn off die Virgin West Coast ser- ... V ; :.v_ r -'!i 7 

vice and put on to another ° V . 
train at Wembley Central Sta- 
tion, in north-west London. 






i- :; . 

/.iv.'i 7 


DAILY POEM 


Inversnaid 

By Gerard Manley Hopkins 

This darksome bum, horseback brdwn. 

His rollrvck highroad roaring down. 

In coop and in comb the fleece of his foam 
Flutes and low to the lake falls home. 

A windpuff-bonnet of fawn-froth 
Turns and twindles over the broth 
Of a pool so pitchblack, fell-frowning , 

It rounds and rounds Despair to drowning. 

Degged with dew, dappled with dew 

Are the groins of the braes that the brook treads through, 

U r uy heathpacks, flitches of fern. 

And the beadbonny ash that sits over the bum. 

What would the world be, once bereft 
Of wet and of mildness? Let them be left, 

O let them be left, wildness and wet; 

Long /he the needs and the wilderness yeL 

"Inversnaid” completes our selection from the seventh edi- 
tion of Poems on the Underground, edited by Gerard Benson, 
Judith Cbemaik and Cicely Herbert (Cassell, £12.99). 
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gobd news if you’re a member of both RT^s Friends & Family and Premierline schemes. You could save as much as 50% on your calls. There’s the 25% credit 
BPs Extra r.n« Sale, plus the 25% discount you receive on your calls to your nominated numbers * The Extra Calls Sale starts from the first bill 
1st October and means you will get 25% back on any calls made over the following three months, in excess 
' ^H^^ibiU. So over this period you could get as much as 50% off: For details call 24hr Freefone 0800 222 444. U f? ITS gOOO, TO MIR 

_ n CALl * , N excess OF AVEHAGE CALL BILL SIZE. UGHT USER SCHEME. PREMIUM RATE, BT CHARGECARD, RING ME FREE, THREE WAY CALLING CALLS AND CALLS TO MOBILES ARE EXCLUDED. 
^fcHA CALLS-SALE APPLIES TO RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS* DIRECT^MALLEDQ«-^^^ OFFERS. AND IS CREDITED AS A REBATE TO THE CUSTOMER’S FIRST BILL AFTER MARCH 199& *F&F GIVES A DISCOUNT OF 10% ON 10 NOMINATED NUMBERS, ONE OF WHICH CAN 
t&Pff BTS NORMAL PRICE FOR THE CAU ON THE DAY rT IS MADE, ETOU^fl “V CUSTOMER RECEIVE A DISCOUNT OF 15%). F&F IS NOT AVAILABLE TO UGHT USER SCHEME CUSTOMERS. PREMIERLINE IS RECOMMENDED FOR CUSTOMERS WITH CALL BILLS 

^WKnemAL ANYONE MOBILE (CALLS TO A NOMINATED MOBILE NU CONSISTENTLY OVER E45 A QUARTER AND A FEE OF £6 A QUARTER IS PAYABLE. 
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Why a baby bom in the South will live 6 years longer 


Cambridge is the 
healthiest place to live in 
England, and Manchester 
is the country's death 
capital, jer&ny Lauran ce. 
Health Editor, examines 
a study which shows that 
differences in life 
expectancy are widening. 


US DISPARITY 


A boy born today in Cambridge 
can expect to live to the age of 
76 years and seven months - six 
yean, and eight months longer 
than a boy bora in Manchester. 

The gap between the health- 
iest and least healthy parts of 
Britain is now so wide that clos- 
ing if would dwarf ail other ef- 
forts to improve health. Even if 
all cancer was cured tomor- 
row, the gain in life expectancy 
would be just three yeans. 

The first study comparing life 
expectancy in all li 15 health au- 
thority districts of England, 
published today in the Journal 
of Epidemiology and Community 
Health, shows that the gap has 
widened over the last i(J years. 
Affluent districts with the 
longest-lived people in the 
Eighties have gained almost 
three limes more years than the 
poorest districts. 

In the leafy home counties 
of Surrey and Hampshire, life 
expectancy has risen 2.8 years 
while in inner-city Manchester 
and Liverpool it has increased 
by only one year. Men in inner 


A man living in Washington 
DC. Che capita) of the richest 
country in the world, has a life 
expectancy of only 62 years, 
barely higher than if he Irved 
in many Third VSforid coun- 
tries. But a man living less than 
20 miles away, in Virginias 

prosperous Fairfax County 
can expect to live more than 
15 years longer. 

This is one of die pr elimi- 
nary findings of a study being 
conducted lointiy by the Har- 
vard School of Public Health 
in Boston and the Center's 
for Disease Control and Pre- 
vention in Atlanta. It notes 
that the disparity between 
the best and worst life ex- 
pectancy has been growing, 
with the lowest 2 per cent 
registenng no increase since 
N80. The income gap has 
also widened over the same 
period. 


Manchester and Liverpool have 
shown almost no improvement. 

The study, by Veena Soni 
Raleigh and Victor Kiri of the 
National Institute of Epidemi- 
ology at the University of Sur- 
rey, ranked the districts from 
one to seven according to bow 
deprived they were using a mea- 
sure known as the Jarman index, 
based on unemployment rates, 
number of one-parent families, 
elderly living alone, and so on. 

As expected, the findings 
showed a strong association be- 
tween life expectancy and the 
deprivation score. The five dis- 


tricts with the greatest depriva- 
tion (ranked seven) - in Man- 
chester, Liverpool and three in 
inner London - also had the 
lowest life expectancy. Ms Soni 
Raleigh said: “That is a telling 
point. Life expectancy in the 
most deprived areas is still be- 
low what it was in the most af- 
fluent areas 10 years ago." 

Living in the most deprived 
areas lakes four years off your 
life, on average, for a man and 
two and a half years for a 
woman compared with living in 
the most affluent ( ranked one). 

In all areas women live 
longer than men. but the gen- 
der gap is widest in deprived ar- 
eas. Women in inner London. 
Manchester and Liverpool live 
an extra seven years compared 
with four and a half in Cam- 
bridge and Surrey. Although 
gender differences are narrow- 
ing overall, in the most deprived 
areas they have hardly changed. 

Dr Richard Smith, editor of 
the British Medical Journal and 
publisher of the Journal of Epi- 
demiology. said the findings il- 
lustrated the scale of (he 
problem fiicing the Government 
which is committed to reducing 
health inequalities. Measures 
to improve the health of children 
and the newborn - including nu- 
trition in pregnancy, stopping 
mothers smoking and pre-school 
education - were likely to have 
the greatest effect “We have got 
the ship going in the wrong di- 
rection. To turn it round will be 
a long-term job," he said. 
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Life chances: As the gap between the healthiest and the least healthy areas widens, affluent districts gain years of life Photograph: David Swanborough 


Care in old age to be funded by insurance 


NHS bill may put £20 on car premiums 


A Royal Commission on the 
long term care for the elderly 
was announced yesterday by 
Frank Dobson, Ihe Secretary of 
State for Health, with a clear sig- 
nal that it is likely to recommend 
that everyone should pay some- 
thing towards their own long 
term care in old age through 
insurance. 

Mr Dobson told MPs he had 
asked the Royal Commission 
chaired by Sir Stewart Suther- 
land. principal and vice-chan- 
cellor of Edinburgh University. 


to report back within 12 months 
on ways of dealing with the 
problem of paying for means- 
tested long-term care. 

“As far as where the funding 
should come from, the matter is 
open." he said. “It seems to me 
fairly likely that in the end there 
will be a proposition that some 
of the funding should be by the 
individual and some by the tax- 
payer. I am not telling them to 
come to that condiiskjp bu^ Iwill 
be amazed if they doffL^ yy . 

Dcs Le Grys, chafrH3an,of- 


the continuing care conference, 
an umbrella organisation for 
carers and insurers, said private 
insurance was likely to be rec- 
ommended with public sector 
support. 

He said it was unlikely the 
Royal Commission would revive 
the Tory government's plans for 
insurance to cover the asset val- 
ue of people's houses, hut a new 
insurance scheme would need 
.. policing. Help the Aged said the . 
^ commission needed to end the 
■ycaofusioa facing the elderly. 


The 300.000 elderly in 
homes have to pay their own 
bills for long-term care if they 
have assets worth more than 
ElO-000. Mr Dobson confirmed 
a White Paper next year will set 
standards for domiciliary care. 

A draft Tory Bill would have 
allowed the means test to dis- 
regard assets worth £1.50 for 
every £1 covered by insurance, 
but it fell with the Tory gov- 
ernment at the last election. - 
The Liberal Democrat 
spokesman on heatyht^.Sunm . 


Hughes, was assured by Mr 
Dobson the commission would 
look into the quality of care in 
old people's homes. 

Members of the commission 
will include: Claire Rayner. the 
broadcaster. David Lipsey. po- 
litical editor of the Economist: 
Sir Nicholas Goodison. former 
chairman of the Stock Ex- 
change: and a number of med- 
ical experts, but it does not 
include the lobby groups. 

. — Colin Brown, 
Quef^iikar Correspondent 


Car insurance premiums 
could rise by an average of £2 0 
after the announcement by 
Frank Dobson, the Secretary 
of State for Health, that hos- 
pitals are to use their right to 
charge insurance companies 
for treating accident victims. 

Mr Dobson ordered all 
NHS trusts to use their exist- 
ing powers to charge insurance 
companies up to £1949 for in- 
patients and £295 for out-pa- 
tients for treatment after road 
traffic accidents. 


Confirming a report in 
yesterday’s Independent , Mr 
Dobson said the Government 
would introduce legislation 
when it had Parliamentary 
lime to put the onus on in- 
surers to make the payments. 

The Government esti- 
mates the move could save the 
NHS £100m but some insur- 
ers estimated it could raise the 
cost of an average annual 
premium by £20 to £370. 

The NHS trusts will be 
asked to identify cases where 


they have treated traffic acci- 
dent victims and where some- 
body else seems likely to have 
caused the accident: find out 
whether those patients are 
claiming compensation; dis- 
cover who the insurers are; 
and lodge claims. 

Mr Dobson told the trusts 
that they should pursue their 
claims “vigorously" and 
should not be put off by the 
paper chase, which had 
stopped many from using 
their powers. 
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No doubt you’re hearing a great 
deal about the Internet and the 
information it can bring you. 
Now that you have a PC and a 
modem, how do you get 
connected to the most reliable, 
innovative service provider? 

And most important, who is it? 

The answer is Demon Internet 
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Why? Because no other Internet 

Service Provider can do ALL this for 

ontyEio (£ 11 . 75 /nc - VAT) per month: 

■ Help when you need it Free support, 

24 hours a day, 365 days per year. 

• Unlimited email addresses. 
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to play 


Advanced Yamaha technology gives you 
access 10 hundreds of stunningly realistic 
instrument sounds in ewrv PSR tevboard. 


: >S 


A range of tosy-pfay kanircs will have you 
playing in minutes, even with no prior 
musical knowledge. 


own songs 


Baikl up vour own contpitNli'ins stage hy ga y 
using the built-in nmlUirack ^-queucer. 

It's easvi 
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(SDN access at no extra charge: if 
you've got it, just use itl 

Connect to Demon Internet from 
anywhere in the UX for the cost 
of a local call*. 
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5MB free Web space allows you to 
create your own Web Site 




Demon offers unparalleled service 
and a wealth of experience. 

For a free 30 day trial CD and brochure. 

please fill in and return the coupon or call: 


Free bi-monthly Demon Dispatches 
magazine to keep you up to date of 
Internet developments as they happen. 

Demon Internet connects more 
people than any other Internet Service 
Provider. 
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Tories retreat 
from pledge 
on Europe 


The Conservatives have 
performed a complete 
U>tum on their call for a 
referendum to be held 
on the Treaty of 
Amsterdam. Anthony 
Bevins. Political Editor, 
watched the move in the 
Commons last night 


William Hague and Michael 
Howard. Tory spokesman, art- 
refusing to pick up a back- 
bench Toiy amendment to the 
legislation on the Amsterdam 
treaty, calling for the electorate 
to be given a referendum. 

The Independent has been 
told that the party leadership is 
now embarrassed by Mr 
Hague's first major speech as 
party leader, last June, when he 
told Scots Tories in Perth that 
the public deserved a voice on 
the treaty that Tony Blair had 
agreed eariiei that month, soon 
after ihe election. 

Mr Hague said Labour was 
a rootless parly, without prin- 
ciples, and he pledged that he 
wbuld not be ditching his beliefs 
at the behest of focus groups. 

In the same speech. Mr 
Hague said Amsterdam was a 
bad treaty, “Bad for Europe and 
bad for Britain”, and as Labour 
was so keen on referendums. he 
invited them to stage another: 
“Let’s have a referendum on the 
Amsterdam treaty.” 

But Tory Euro-sceptics have 
noted that since the Gammons 
opened its examination of the 
European Communities 
{Amendment) Bill, enacting 
Amsterdam. Tory spokesmen 
have been muled. More obvi- 


ously. however, a backbench 
amendment offering the people 
referendum on the treaty did- 
not attract suppuri of the front- 
bench. 

Signed by four of the Tory 
backbenchers who had the par- 
ty whip withdrawn from them 
in the last Parliament - Richard 
Shepherd. Sir Teddy Taylor, 
Teresa Gorman and Christo- 
pher Gill, along with two “new 
boys'* John Bercow and Julian 
Lewis - it is not known when the 
amendment wfli come up for de- 
bate and vote. 

Last night, opening a Com- 
mons debate on Europe, Robin 
Cook, the Foreign Secretary, 
mocked the Tory stance, saying 
that even Mr Howard now- 
seemed uncertain of popular 
support for his line on Europe. 

“He has not uncc asked me I 
to put the Amsterdam Treaty to 
a vote of the people in a refer- 
endum.” Mr Conk said to 
Labour laughter. 

However, he pointed out 
that Mr Howard had now been 
rescued by the courage and 
vigour of his own backbench col- 
leagues, with their amendment 
to the legislation. 

Later. Mr Cook directly 
challenged Mr Howard, asking 
whether he would be recoin 
mending a vote for the back- 
bench amendment - but Mr 
Howard completely ducked the 
question and dissociated the 
front bench from its previous 
policy saying : “It is the Gov- 
ernment that is so besotted 
with referendums. If the Gov 
eminent is so keen on referen- 
dums.—then we certainly say 
that the logic of the government 
position is that it should have 
one on Amsterdam.” 


Italy backs British 
entry to euro club 


Tbny Blair could win the battle 
for British entry to the elite dub 
of EU countries planning the 
single European currency, in 
spite of the rebuff this week for 
Gordon Brown. 

The Prime Minister' will 
launch Britain’s presidency at 
Waterloo International station 
today with renewed hopes of 
Britain gaining entiy to the 
euro-x committee which will 
-have control over the planning 
for the single currency. 

The Irukpendentbas.\e3ined 
. that Romano Prodi, the Italian 
Prime Minister, told Tony Blair 
at a private meeting in Down- 
ing Street on Wednesday that 
Italy will support Britain's bid ; 
for memberehip of the dlite dub, 
which includes Italy, France 
and Germany, at the Luxem- 
bourg summit 

The offer made by Mr Pro- 
di. who will be at today’s cere- 
mony, has raised hopes in 


Whitehall that Mr Blair will be 
able to pull off a deal at the sum- 
mit next week. 

France and Germany are 
opposed to British membership, 
but Mr ftrodi told the Prime 
Minister that he believed it 
was possible to reach a deal at 
Luxembourg with Britain be- 
coming a non-voting member 
with “observer” status. Down- 
ing Street said the meeting was 
routine, but it could prove to be 
highly significant in the build- 
up to the summit. 

Italy’s support will be seen 
as part of a long-term strategy 
to protect its position in Europe 
by forging alliances with Britain. 

Britain is anxious to be in- 
cluded in the committee to re- 
tain . its influence over the 
creation of the euro, and in 
making sure the terms for en- 
try are observed by other states. 

Colin Brown, 
Chief Political Correspondent 
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Adams and McGuinness to take their Commons fight to Strasbourg 
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Locked out: Gerry Adams and Martin McGuinness after their meeting with the Speaker 


Sinn Fein's two MPs plan to 
lake their case to be granted the 
use of House of Commons fa- 
cilities to the European Court 
of Human Rights, after a sec- 
ond ruling by the Speaker that 
they should be excluded. 

Gerry A dams and Martin 
McGuinness, who were elected 
in May for West Belfast and 
Mid-Ulster said they did not in- 
tend to take their seats or speak 
in the chamber and so would 
not need to take the Oath of Al- 
legiance to the Crown. But af- 
ter a half-hour meeting with 
Betty Boothroyd yesterday, they 
emerged to say they had been 
rebuffed again, as they had 
been in May. 

Mr Adams said the decision 
showed that Irish republicans 
were still treated as second-class 
citizens in Westminster. 

“There is a case going to Eu- 
rope and that will proceed.” he 
said. “The ruling by the Speak- 
er was discriminatory, it was 
quite unjust and very unfair and 
Photograph: David Rose it needs to be redressed.” 


•V 




Later, Ms Boothroyd issued 
a statement in which she said 
she had no choice but to exclude 
the two men. They were asking 
for “associate status" in the 
House and no such status ex- 
isted. she said. The two men 
would continue to be entitled to 
free stationery with which to an- 
swer constituents’ queries and 
would have access to ministers 
in the same way as other MPs. 

“Swearing the Oath - or af- 
firming- is a legal requirement 
that can not be set aside by ad- 
ministrative action. Primary 
legislation would be needed to 
change the Parliamentary Oaths 
Act or the form of Lhe oath. It 
is your refusal to swear or affirm 
that prevents you taking your 
seats - not any action by me.” 
she told the MPs. 

Harry Barnes. MP for North 
East Derbyshire, said the oath 
should simply affirm that a 
members' duties would be faith- 
fully discharged. 

— Fran Abrams, 
Political Correspondent 
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European farmers wait for epidemic to strike 


Britain keeps introducing new 
measures against BSE - but the 
focus should really be on the 
Continent, where a growing 
number of countries are reporting 
cases of the disease. Scientists 
also suspect that worse is to 
come. Charles Arthur, Science 
Editor, investigates. 


Franz Fischler, the EU Farm Commis- 
sioner, made no bones about it yesterday: 
“The risks from beef, though small, are 
greater in Britain than elsewhere.” But is 
that unequivocally correct? 

As the epidemic tails off in the UK. the 
number of cases reported in other Euro- 
pean countries continues to rise - and with 
it are suspicions that some farmers there 
are purposely not reporting cases. Although 
about 350 have been reported from Con- 
tinental EU members, statistical analysis 
suggests there should have been J.700 cat- 
tle with the disease. “There’s more infec- 
tion in other countries - they're at Lhe 
beginning of their epidemic, rather than the 
tail end.” said Dr Stephen Dealier. an in- 
dependent expert on BSE and its spread. 

Many other countries in the EU have 
begun to report eases of BSE. Last month, 
Luxembourg reported its first case, one of 
15 indigenous cattle: the disease was 
blamed by the government on infected feed 
imported from Belgium - which has never 
admitted having any BSE cases. 

Portugal. Germany, France, Ireland, the 
Netherlands. Poland. Switzerland, Italy and 
Denmark have all reported cases - though 
the total numbers range from one (in Den- 
mark) to more than 200 both in Ireland and 


Switzerland. The cause is frequently blamed 
on animals imported from other countries 
- especially the UK and Switzerland. On 
(his basis, Germany claims never to have 
had an “indigenous” case of BSE. 

Work by a Dutch researcher, published 
in the I elerinary Record, also suggests 
many countries are under-reporting BSE 
cases. By analysing the age of cattle ex- 
ported from Britain, he estimated that Ire- 
land alone - which has reported 218 cases 
in all - should have had 1,000. 

It also suggests (hat those countries could 
be at the start of their own BSE epidemics, 
as cattle incubating the disease are rendered 
in meat and bone meal which is (hen fed 
back to younger cattle - giving them time 
to develop full-blown BSE. 

Furthermore, countries do not yet re- 
move offal - known to be the most infec- 
tious parts of BSE-infected cows - in their 
slaughterhouses, though that should come 
into effect from 1 January. Nor do (hey ex- 
clude cattle over 30 months old from the 
food supply, as happens in the UK. 

Britain is stiJJ, though, the BSE capital 
of the world. So far this year there have been 
2398 confirmed cases of “mad-cow disease” 
in the UK, according to the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food: the total 
since 1987 is 169.472, and the epidemic is 
not expected to end here before 2001. Only 
Switzerland comes close - but is a long way 
off, with 35 cases so far this year, bringing 
its total since 1990 to 265. 

However, if beef muscle does contain 
the BSE agent, it must be in concentrations 
hundreds or thousands of times lower than 
in the spinal or brain tissue. That means 
that until the regulations removing the 
spinal cord come into power across Europe, 
beef from the Continent is potentially more 

infectious than that in the UK. Blood money: A butcher pricing beef yesterday at the Smithfield meat market, London Photograph: Kalpesh Larhigra 



dangerous 

living 

How dangerous is a T-bone 
sueald If you drive to a restau- 
rant wkh a new friend, eat a 
steak (on the bone), walk 
home, dimb the stairs, have 
unprotected sex, then have a 
dgaretxe, which was the most 
risky? On the basis of the lat- 
est fatality statistics and be- 
havioural surveys, this is how 
dangerous certain activities 
were in Britain last year. 

There was one death from 
new-variant CJD per 200.000 
whole cows consumed: one 
death of a driver or passen- 
ger per 15 miBion car journeys; 
one death of a pedestrian per 
200 m3fion roads crossed; one 
fatal fall per 500 million stair- 
cases climbed; one death 
from Aids for 3 million acts 
of unsafe sex; one death 
from lung cancer per 2 mil- 
lion cigarettes smoked. 

On these figures, the risk 
from beef seems very smalf- 
about one death per 30 mil- 
lion half-pound portions. Steak 
is twice as safe as getting into 
a car and 15 times safer than 
one cigarette. Yet the risk is 
still un quantifiable, which is 
why the Government dares 
not say “Let them eat steak". 

But there is one more fig- 
ure: In the last two years, there 
have been 22 deaths from 
vQD and B deaths from CJD 
that occurred as a result of a 
medical procedure. You are 
more likely to catch QD from 
your doctor than a cow. 
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Britain ignores £!00m EU aid 


The Government was 
accused yesterday of 
refusing to claim more 
than £l00m in EU aid. 
Katherine Butler in Brussels 
says the money was 
earmarked specifically 
for British farmers 
following the rise in the 
value of sterling. 


The European Commission 
said that the Minister of agri- 
culture. Fisheries and Food. 
Jack Cunningham. W3s con- 
tributing to the growing beef cri- 
sis by failing to apply for money 
allocated to ease the plight of 
British farmers. 

The accusation was levelled 
at the Government as it 
emerged that 120 New Zealan- 
ders may have been given a 
blood product derived from a 
plasma pool whose donors in- 
cluded a Briton who later died 
from the “new variant" 
CreuLzfeldt-Jakob disease (v- 


CJD). New Zealand’s chief 
medical officer. Colin Feek. 
said yesterday that the blood 
product was being recalled as a 
precautionary measure. 

The fanners have com- 
plained at the absence of com- 
pensation for loss of income 
arising both from the collapse 
in the beef market but also from 
the rise in the value of sterling 
against other European Union 
currencies. 

Brussels assessed the prob- 
lem first in June then in August 
and evaluated the loss suffered 
by British farmers at JEZOOm. 
The commission then offered to 
pay half of this amount. Four 
months later, there has been still 
no mov e to take up the money 
according to baffled commission 
officials. 

A spokesman for the agri- 
culture commissioner. Franz Fis- 
chler. said that the payments 
came cost-free because there 
was no obligation on the Gov- 
ernment to pay the same amount 
in compensation- Most EU fund- 
ing has to be “matched” pound 


for pound by national authorities. 

EU sources privately specu- 
lated that Britain's reluctance to 
apply for the aid was related to 
fears that the United King- 
dom's annual budget rebate 
would be reduced as a result. 

The transport commissioner, 
NeQ Kinnock. meanwhile met a 
deputation of Irish farm leaders 
in Brussels and assured them he 
would take whatever steps avail- 
able to the commission to keep 
the beef trade Bowing. 

As efforts were made to 
trace the New Zealanders who 
may have been given infected 
blood, a New Zealand Ministry 
of Health spokeswoman said the 
risk of developing the disease 
from receiving the blood prod- 
uct was “very low to zero”, but 
added: “The product is being re- 
called because it contains a 
small amount of human albumin 
[a protein] which is now known 
to have been prepared from a 
large blood donation pool that 
included one donor from Britain 
who later developed the new 
variant CJD disease." 
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The Instant Access Savings 
Account with a consistently 
high rate of interest. 
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You don't need to save with a Building 
Society to gel lop interest rates that remain 
consistently high, throughout the year. 

At 7.00% gross.* you'll see our rate 
compares very favourably with the 
competition. Especially when you consider 
we offer instant access with no penalties 
or charges and free telephone banking. 

All this from the comfort of your own 
home 24 hours a day. 305 days a year 
So there's never any need to waste time 
queuing at the Building Society. 


Save with Bank of Scotland Banl 
Direct, a safe, secure and profitable he 
for your money. 

For the low-down and an applies 
form call us free on 0500 8 O 4 804. 
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Anger spreads as 
protesters rally 
to the Welsh cause 


As the Government 
came under increasing 
pressure yesterday to 
resolve the Welsh 
farmers’ dispute, the 
campaign spread to 
English ports. Tony Heath 
found the ban on sales of 
beef on the bone fuelling 
the anger. 


Farmers in the south-east were 
last night expected to converge 
on Dover as their anger at the 
ban on sales of beef on bone 
escalated. 

In Wales, nearly 200 vehicles, 
ranging from mucksprcaders 
and tractors to cattle trucks and 
4x4s, paraded through Aber- 
gavenny bringing the Mon- 
mouthshire market town to a 
standstill. 

Haulage companies whose 
business is also affected sent ve- 
hicles to join the protest which 
was carefully orchestrated and 
policed. 

Farmers from Herefordshire 
joined their Welsh counter- 
parts. Hastily produced posters 
carried messages ranging from 
“1 thought we won the war,” to 
“Let’s fillet the EU and tum our 
ramp on them.” 

Messages of support were on 
display at a firm of solicitors 
alongside a legal poster urging 
people to make then- will - 
something that may have 
prompted one vehicle's poster 
complaining: “We are a dying 
breed” 

Leaflets handed out io shop- 
pers asked: -Would you be 
happy if your incomes were re- 
duced to between SO and 75 per 
cent?” 

Philip Bromwell, who with 
his wife Gillian travelled 20 
miles from their farm at pros- 
roonL, a village astride Offa's 
Dyke, said- “My cows now fetch 


?U per cent less than they did a 
year ago. We are protesting 
because we have been driven to 
extreme action because the 
Government are killing our in- 
dustry.” 

Trevor Beavan has reduced 
his herd of cattle from ISO to 70. 
That was a measure of the 
problems on his 1.1 U0 acre 
holding at Llandetliericn. a 
couple of miles outside the 
town. “There was rto was I 
could have survived otherwise." 
he said. 

The overnight demonstra- 
tions at Welsh ports, which 
preceded the Abergavenny cav- 
alcade. involved mure than 
2.0(H) protesters at Holyhead. 
700 at Fishguard and 4IH.I at 
Pembroke Dock. A reported 
nine vehicles were forced to re- 
turn to Ireland - including one 
carrying dairy products. 

There were signs that the 
bonds between the Celtic na- 
tions were beginning to fray as 
Irish truckers expressed concern 
at the threat to their own liveli- 
hood. 

Jimmy Quinn of the Irish 
Road Haulage Association 
called on consumers in the 
Republic to boycott British 
produce. He expressed disap- 
pointment at an alleged failure 
of policing and declared: “The 
survival of a major Irish indus- 
try is at stake.” 

North Wales Police, which 
covers Holyhead, said they were 
trying to ensure safe passage for 
everyone. The Dyfed-Powys 
force, which polices Fishguard 
and Pembroke Dock, said it was 
a question of solving problems 
and trying to balance the rights 
of everyone involved. 

“We have been very suc- 
cessful in facilitating dialogue,” 
a spokesman said. 

Leaders of the National 
Farmers’ Union and the Farm- 
ers' Union of Wales appealed 
for restraint. Sir David Naisli, 


Irish demand right 
to free trade 


The Prime Minister was last 
night under pressure from 
Dublin and Brussels to bring 
about an immediate end to 
farmers’ disruption of Irish ex- 
ports into Britain. 

After angry attacks in the 
Dail on the failure of British au- 
thorities to control the situation 
at ports from Whies to Scotland, 
Mr Blair was contacted direct - 
ly bythe Thoiseach, Bertie Ah- 
em, to press for an end to the 
blockade preventing movement 
of Irish meat through ports, 
which yesterday also began to 
affect consignments of dairy 
produce. 

.. _ Mr Ahern’s was one of a 
number of Irish initiatives also 
involving four European Com- 
mssoners. Talks also took place 
in London yesterday between 
the Irish agriculture minister, 
Joe Wa lsh, and his British coun- 
terplot; Jack Cunningham. 

fa.- the Dail, Labour leader 
RuaxriOuinn said the port in- 
ddent^were “a flagrant breach 
of international law”, accusing 
polie&af ^facilitating the mob 
.in deri ding which trucks would . 
get through and which would 
notf;> 

t Fffc demanded a compensa- 
tion-cl ai m .a ga inst British au- 
thorities- come from the Irish . 

- Government itself, and not be 
left jho!jpayafc, individuals. The 
' British Ambassador should be 
sb hnnpne d ' ter hear the Irish 
cotfifriaiqts;: Mr Qoiim said. 

- Fine Gaeffeider John Bru- 
ton said Irish exporters were be- 
ingdenied the right to trade by 
a mob. He said“a strong unit- 
ed frotit”had tojje presented 
bjrDiibfih in defence of the rule . 


of law, “something which we 
had expected would be en- 
forced by Britain”. 

After Irish complaints to 
the agriculture secretary in 
London had failed to stop the 
blockade for a fourth night, Mr 
Ahem told the Dail it was time 
for Dr Cunningham “to put his 
good words into action”. 

He confirmed Dublin was 
exerting pressure on the EU 
Transport Commissioner, the 
former Labour Party leader 
NeD Kinnock, to put pressure 
on his British Labour col- 
leagues. 

The Thoiseach pledged his 
support in efforts to secure 
compensation from London. 

The president of the Irish 
Farmers' Association, John 
Donnelly, met Mr Kinnock and 
urged the right of access to 
British markets be protected. 
Earlier, after contacts with 
three other commissioners, he 
was given assurances that the 
commission was reminding 
Britain of its treaty obligations. 

Mr Donnelly said: “We're 
part of the single market. We're 
entitled to get our product to 
the market place. 

“It is disgraceful that the 
British police stand aside and al- 
low those farmers to inspect 
what is on Irish trucks and 
then decide to turn them back.” 

He added: “We are not re- 
sponsible for the problems 
Welsh farmers have with their 
own Government. It’s about 
time they cook (London) on and 
not be taking on Irish beef 
farmers who also have a very se- 
rious income problem ” 

- — Alan Murdoch. Dublin 




advertisement 

protest 
meeting 

' A gains t Indian Government's fail- 
are to punish the perpetrators of 
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NKU president, said in n mes- 
sage to Welsh farmers: "Peace- 
ful pre-sen (utn nt of mir case u» 
the public is helpful, but do keep 
within the law." 

After meeting the Secretary 
of State fur Wales. Ron Davies, 
the FLfW president Bob Pam- 
said he would attempt in dis- 
suade Ills members from further 
demonstrations. 

The ability of the unions' 
leadership i<» control events 
remains unclear. Permanent 
pickets are being set up at the 
ports. Earlier litis week, one 
irate Irish driver held up at Fish- 
guard told protesting farmers: 
"Why don't you go and picket 
Downting Street.” 

Il may yet come to that. 



Traffic signal: Members of the Gwent Farmers Action group en route to a protest meeting yesterday in Abergavenny Photograph: Rob 5rratton 
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Laphrowaig. Lap-hroag. Leapfrog. It’s not easy to get 
to grips with the name of our malt. Bur then saving ir can 
still be easier than sipping it. Laphroaigs (la-froygs) 
complex aroma of heathery peat smoke and phenolic, 
seaweedy flavour arc often off-putting. Some Hnd rheir 
first taste wonderful. Others dreadful. Either way. 
you’ll never know until you get around to trying it 
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Fires expose Australia’s dirty record 


Bushfires are racing 
across south-eastern 
Australia, threatening 
towns and suburbs. Robert 
Mffliken in Sydney says the 
fires are also fuelling 
criticism of Australia’s 
stand on global warming, 
which has left it isolated 
at the Kyoto conference 
on climate change. 


Greenhouse 
gases put 
heat on EU 




After three days of fearsome 
fires, which have taken the lives 
of two fire-fighters, invaded the 
suburbs of southern Sydney and 
left more than 600,000 acres dev- 
astated, the authorities are 
preparing for a red alert today. 
The worst fires were blazing near 
Coonabarabran. in north-west 
New South Wales, the Hunter 
Wley, north of Sydney, and 
Lithgow, west of Sydney. 

But many are asking if Aus- 
tralia is not getting a foretaste 
of more natural disasters, unless 
it changes its policy and helps 
to cut the emission of the green- 
house gases that contribute to 
global warming. 

Fighting and surviving fires 
is embedded into the Australian 
psyche. But there is little doubt 
that Australia is experiencing 
such tragedies with growing 
regularity. Few people this year 
were prepared for a return of 
fires so soon after the last con- 
flagrations in 1994, when the 
suburbs in bushland valleys 
close to the centre of Sydney 
went up in flames. 

The last widespread fires 
before that were those of “Ash 
Wednesday” in 1983. when 76 
people died in the stales of Vic- 
toria and South Australia: in 
1967, when 62 died in Tasmania 
and on “Black Friday" in 1937, 
which took 71 lives in Victoria. 

This year, the fires began 
even before the official start of 
the Australian summer in De- 
cember. getting under way last 
week during some of the hottest 
and driest November weather 
on record. 

The conditions were caused 
in part by El Nino - the waether 
phenomenon caused by warm 
ocean currents in the east Pa- 
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Inferr^LJ^^S^ie edgeof^g^"west of S^iney. YestJlSymore than 150 fires were burning in New South Wales Photograph: Adam Pn*ty 


cific which is said to be re- 
sponsible for the worst drought 
in memory in the highlands of 
Papua New Guinea. 

But the fires are also being 
linked to wider fears about 
global warming that have 
brought 160 countries together 
in Kyoto this week in search of 
agreement on action. There, 
Australia faces diplomatic iso- 
lation. 

While such a treaty would 
rely on binding targets to reduce 
emissions of greenhouse gases 
such as carbon dioxide. Aus- 
tralia, alone among the world's 
rich countries, is proposing to 
increase its emissions. 

John Howard, the Prime 


Minister, has said Australia’s 
greenhouse gas emissions are ex- 
pected to increase by IS per cent 
above 1990 levels by 20 10. The 
European Union, by contrast, 
has proposed a 15 percent cut. 

Australia is already the 
world’s sixih-highest emitter of 
carbon dioxide per capita, behind 
Canada, the United States, Kaza- 
khstan, the United Arab Emi- 
rates and Singapore. It is one of 
the biggest emitters of methane, 
which is a consequence of die 
clearance of forests for farming. 

Australia’s stand has drawn 
criticism from Britain and furi- 
ous attacks from several small 
Pacific island nations. They 
blame their big neighbour for 


contributing to rising sea levels 
that threaten to sink them. With 
a land mass the size of the Unit- 
ed States, and a population of 
only 18 million. Australia argues 
that it should be a special case. 

Its major exports are metals, 
minerals, food and chemicals, 
and their production involves in- 
tensive energy driven by green- 
house-producing fossil fuels 
such as coal; Australia uses no 
nuclear energy. The country 
maintains that, if it was forced 
to peg 2010 emissions at 1990 
levels, 90,000 potential jobs 
and AS 12 bn (£5bn) worth of in- 
vestment could be lost. 

Environmental critics say 
that a country as blessed with 


sunshine and empty spaces a> 
Australia should be doing more 
to develop alternative energv 
sources, such as solar and wind 
power. They accuse Mr 
Howard's conservative coali- 
tion government of bowing to 
the fossil-fuel lobby. 

Unless Australia changes 
this approach, more fires can be 
expected like those that have 


taken hold in tinder-dry condi- 
tions ihis week. Such fires be- 
come almost impossible to 
control when the temperature 
rises above 35C and humidity 
falls. According to a recent sci- 
entific report, the number of 
da vs in Australia per year when 
the temperature will rise above 
35C is expected to double by 
21170. 


The European Union came to Kyoto proud 
that it had the greenest stance m the in- 
dustrialised world. Its negotiating position 
is that afl developed countries should cut 
their annual "greenhouse gas emissions by 

f thumping ifper cent by 2010 compared 
with their 1990 level. 

No one else comes close in terms of wffl- 
ineness to tackle the threat of catastropb- 
ic dimate change. But yesterday the EU 
found its virtue under question and the host 
nation, Japan, was a leading questioner, 
japan is even saying the EU should make 
deeper emission cuts than other nations, yyc 
can't understand why the host country is 
leading this offensive," said Pierre Grameg- 
na, Luxembourg’s ambassador to Tokyo. Mr 
Gramegna said that there was no question 
of Europe agreeing to take deeper cuts in 
emissions than other major industrialised 
nations, such as the United States and Japan. 

The issue is that while the EU as a whole 
is ready to deliver a 15 per cent cut, that will 
not applv to individual member states. Some 
poorer nations who produce well below the 
mi ion's average emissions will be allowed big 
increases over the 20-year period - 40 per 
cent in the case of Portugal, the biggest gain- 
er. Their gain will be made up by wealthier 
nations, notably Germany and the United 
Kingdom. Tiny Luxembourg, Europe’s 
biggest climate polluter in per capita terms, 
stands read)' to make a 30 per cent cut 

Other countries say this “sharing the 
pain" approach gives the EU states an un- 
fair advantage. Toshiaki Tonabe, the senior 
Japanese negotiator and Tokyo’s ambassador 
for global environmental affairs, said that 
in view of this, it was only fair that the EU 
took on “a higher degree of responsibility" 
in tackling climate change. 

He compared Japan to France, which 
produce roughly the same quantity of 
greenhouse gas emissions per head. Under 
the EU proposal, France would only have 
to stabilise its emissions at the 1990 level 
by 2010. Why, then, should Japan have to 
make a 15 per cent cut? 

— Nicholas Schoon, Kyoto 
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ESPRESSO COFFEE MAKER 

• 4 cup capacity 

• Coffee strength control 

• Milk frothing faci'lty 

• Permanent stain' ess steel filter 
Model 47512. was £33.92 
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More customers stay loyal to BT Internet Here’s why: 






morphq richards 

TAKE TWO STYLING TONG 
WITH DETACHABLE BRUSH 
• Complete whn curing tong, 
ready-dot Inricator and 
buit-in stand 
Model RB851, was £9.99 


£4J.99 


REVLON 

HAIRDRYER 

• 1800 watte 

• 2 heat/epeed wrings 

• Chrome look barrel 
Model BOOB PROSTYLE 
was £29.99 




BLACK & DECKER 

HAND-HBLD CLEANS! 

^ • Mans operated 
"I • Ravohrtrg brush for 
H ground-in del and pet 
mf haire • Reusable bag 
w Model AC70W 
POWERBRUSH, was £39.09 


pro line 


2 SLICE 

\ SANDWICH TOASTER 

• Non-stWi cooking plates 

• Cuts end wets 

• Raady-to-uee Indicator 
. Model 5T2 

was C19.99 previously £29.99 
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Loyalty is not a word usually associated with internet 
providers. But at BT Internet it's something we pride 
ourselves in. Maybe this is because, we're giving people 
what they really want. 


All these benefits are available on both Plan 180 and 
Plan Unlimited. 


Ease qf use. Call us up and we'll send you free software 
that'll immediately have you up and running. 


Speed. Our fast connection and download speeds have 
three times this year won us 'Provider of the Month' 
awarded by Internet Magazine. Both modem and ISDN 
connections are available for the same price. 


Plan 180. £4.70 (£4.00 ex VAT) a month if you use the 
internet for three hours or less and your own e-mail 
address. Each additional hour costs £2.35 (inc VAT). 
Plan Unlimited. £11.75 (£10.00 ex VAT) a month gives 
you unlimited internet access, as well as five e-mail 
addresses and 5 Mb of web space to create your 
own home page. 


Reliability 98% of BT Internet customers get connected 
first time and if you have any problems we've got a 
24 hour, 7 day a week customer helpline. 


If you are already using the Internet, register with us 
today at www.btintemei.com. Or call us on 
Fr eethne 0800 800 001 for your free software and find 
out why we’re cyber man’s best friend. 
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; RECHARGEABLE SHAVER 
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PERFECT TEAMAKER 

• Makes ip to t3 cups of tea 
using tea bags or loaves 

• SUra while brewing lor 


• Ftity automatic 
Modal 91900 
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£44.99 


To set vour free software 


BT Internet 


~iM. Ol/ff PRICES CANNOT EEBE4TEN 

O OPEN U7E & FREE PARKING P 1 

7 I« Comaf Prfca PromBe guoarriBa 1 you buy aiy product 
from ul Aen wWn M days find the sane offer on sds 
localjr « 0 lower price, wd wingly rebid the cffierence, 
PUJS 10 % OF^ THAT DRBOICE Ask in An far Mdetak 

lb help you avoid the Christmas rush, ofl of cxr stores 

now stay open wit 3 late weekdays and most stores 
open on Sundays. Belter st^afl our stores ham 
anpb free poking (or your added commence. 

COM 


SUNDAY AND NOW r* 




KENWOOD 

FOOD PROCESSOR 

• 500 wane power 

• Variable speed control 
and pulse 

• Complete with attachments, 

Model FP560. was E94.90 

Twvtousfy Eh 09.99 
normally £99.99 


‘T ’ ' ' T'. -rJ SAVE 



Call Freefone 0800 800 001 


www.btintern0t.com 


Unused lime tanuui ti>- iurried larward will* flan Ini. CUuXi* wr olK ami new ISDN or phr-n,- line- ire sdditKiad. VISA or MasteiCanl required. 
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Pensioners 
march as 
China fails to 
pay its bills 


Angry pensioners in a 
south-western Chinese 
city went on the march 
this week to demand 
their overdue money. 

Teresa Poole in Peking says 
workers and pensioners 
who are owed money by 
their factories are no 
longer accepting their 
plight sitting down. 

The story of the pensioners at 
the Yibin Phosphate Fertilizer 
Factory in Sichuan province is 
repeated all the time in towns 
and cities from one end of Chi- 
na to the other. Sometimes the 
demonstrators are pensioners 
but more often they are workers 
owed their salaries or made 
redundant by state enterprises, 
half of which are losing money. 
In a country where cradle-to- 
grave welfare benefits were 
supposed to be provided by 
one's “ danweT (work unit), the 
new reality of market forces has 
left the workers feeling cheated. 

On Wednesday, about 200 
retired factory workers took to 
the streets of Yibin to complain 
that some of them had not re- 
ceived their meagre pensions for 
up to a year. Their factory 
stopped production some lime 
ago, as a result of bad manage- 
ment and inefficient production 
Lines. Attempts by the pension- 
ers to contact factory managers 
and local officials proved fruit- 
less, so they took to the streets. 

A few days earlier, in the dty 
of Zigong, in Sichuan, about 300 
people went on strike at the 
No 2 Radio Factory, according 
to information received by the 
New York-based Human Rights 
in China. They were demon- 
strating over unpaid salaries and 
were joined by other state 
workers protesting about several 
other stale factories being de- 
clared bankrupt. 

This is the fruit of the Chi- 
nese government's pledge to 


sort out its ailing state sector by 
any means, be it privatisation, 
merger or closure. These recent 
two demonstrations were small; 
but in the past two years there 
have been cases when thousands 
took to the streets to protests. 

The next stage of economic 
reform will be the most difficult, 
and fears of social unrest are at 
the forefront of China's leaders' 
minds. In some industrial cities 
in the north-east, real unem- 
ployment is probably r unning at 
up to 50 per cent. In the coun- 
tryside, the situation is equally 
daunting by 2000 the surplus 
labour force in rural areas will top 
370mil]jon,acccirdingtnthewdl- 
informed Outlook magazine. 

The government is caught in 
a vicious circle, and one made 
worse by the financial turmoil 
in countries such as South 
Korea, Thailand and Japan. 
Faced with the absolute priority 
of maintaining social order, 
Peking tends to react to work- 
ers' protests in the only way it 
knows - it tells the state banks 
to lend yet more money to the 
state enterprises so they can pay 
wages and pensions and allevi- 
ate the pressure. 

That locks the banks further 
into debt. China's banking sec- 
tor, which is state-owned, is in- 
solvent, with around $200bn m 
non-performing loans that have 
little or no chance of being re- 
paid. Sorting out the banking 
problem depends on soiling 
out the loss-making state en- 
terprises, which in turns means 
axeing tens of milli ons of jobs. 

Peking was counting on its 
buoyant economic growth and 
foreign investment to help mop 
up those lost workers. In fact, 
economic growth in 1998 is ex- 
pected to M to 8 per cent, still 
respectable but the lowest rate 
for eight years. Foreign invest- 
ment is forecast to slump by 
one-quarter to S30bn, much 
less than China has grown ac- 
customed to. for the leadership 
in foking, 1998 win be ayear of 
grim economic choices. 


New trial for Soviets ‘killed 

Palme suspect Wallenberg’ 


Christcr Pettersson. who was 
convicted of killing Prime Min- 
ister Olof Palme but released 
after the conviction was over- 
turned. could face a new trial. 

Prosccutor-Gcneral Klas 
Bcrgensirand will file an appli- 
cation for a new trial today. The 
Supreme Court is expected to 
approve the application. 

Palme w as gunned down on 
a central Stockholm avenue in 
I9S6 as he and his wife walked 
home, unguarded, from a cin- 
ema. Police have been widely 
criticised as responding slowly 
and with confusion. 

Pettersson was convicted of 
the shooting in PW9 but the 
conviction was overturned by an 
appeal court on the grounds of 
insufficient evidence. 


Russian Justice Minister Sergei 
Stepashin yesterday said it is 
likely that the Soviets killed the 
Swedish diplomat Raoul Wal- 
lenberg for his role in saving 
Jews in the Second World War. 

“There were many agree- 
ments between Hitler and Stal- 
in. especially on the issue of 
Jews," said Mr Stepashin, who 
accompanied President Boris 
Yeltsin on a three-day visit to 
Sweden which coded yesterday. 
“I believe that was the main rea- 
son why they killed him: he 
knew too much about Stalinism 
and fascism." 

Wallenberg is credited with 
saving 20,000 Hungarian Jews 
from the Nazis. He was arrest- 
ed by the Soviet Army and 
vanished in the Soviet gulag. 


Socialists unite for 
bid to topple Kohl 


Germany’s Social Democrats 
ended their biannual conference 
on a high note yesterday by 
endorsing a modernist blueprint 
for the economy. 

United at last by their desire to 
regain pow er after 16 years, del- 
egates in Hanover were urged 

to harness the forces unleashed 
by globalisation. "We can decide 
whether we want to be the 
hammer or the anvil in the 
process of globalisation." said 
Gerhard Schroder, the SDP 
leader deemed to have the best 
chance to unseat Helmut Kohl. 

His speech and the mani- 
festo for innovation that he 
was proposing sought to dis- 
tance the party from the dream 
world projected on the confer- 
ence's first day by Oskar La- 
foaiainc. champion of the left. 

"I want us to stress the great 
opportunities of globalisation 
and to use them, not paralyse 
ourselves with constant lament- 


ing," Mr Schroder declared 
bluntly. “Too much of politics 
in Germany is based on fear.** 

Mr SchrOder urged German 
workers to stay in competition, 
even if it involved culling wages. 
The “German model", he went 
on, was ripe for renewal. 

Chancellor KahL be said, 
would like to claim the political 
middle ground. The party 
should not oblige him. “Our 
course is clear." Mr Schroder 
said. “We are going forward". 

In yachting terms, that is 
true. After Mr Lafontaine's 
left turn on Tuesday, Mr 
Schroder's shift to the right yes- 
terday' regained the original 
course. The bitter divisions ev- 
ident in the last congress two 
years ago were no longer visi- 
ble this week, forward they go, 
at least until next March or 
April, when a candidate to fight 
Mr Kohl must be chosen. 

— Imre Karnes. Bonn 



Waiting game: Tourists stranded at Ben-Gurion airport yesterday on the second day of IsraeTs nation-wide strike Photograph: David SHverman 


Hippy escapes 
extradition 


A French court yesterday 
refused to extradite a hippy 
leader convicted of murdering 
ins girlfriend in Pennsylvania. 
Ira Einhom, 57, who has been 
on the run since 1981, may still 
be deported to the US for 
entering, and staying in, France 
under a false passport. 

An appeal court in Bor- 
deaux dismissed the extradition 
request on the grounds that Em- 
hom had been tried in absen- 
tia in the US in 1993. 

Einhom, who was arrested 
in in June, appeared in the court 
in Angoul&ne in white beard, 
faded jeans and blue shirt. 
When the judgement was read 
out, he said simply: “Thank 
you". 

He was a celebrated leader 
of the 1960s hippy movement 
and has denied murdering his 
girlfriend Hellen Maddux. 

— John Lichfield, Paris 


We’ve always 
been forward thinking. 
At the moment 
we’re in the middle 
of next June. 



THE SAAB 90 OS NOW HAS AIR-CONDITIONING AS STANDARD 
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Save £50 


18ct Gold Dianond 
Solitaire Ring 50pts 
(204/3182) \ 

Cat. price £495.00 \ W' 
.Cut price >£445.00 r * 


Save £10 


9ct Gold Diamond 
Chater Pendant 25pts 
(234/1561) 

Cat. price £98.99 
t Cuf price >£88.99 


S Save £10 

• 9d 6old Diamond 
Cluster Stud Earrings 

. (208/1292) 

* Cat. price £98.99 
f^Cut price >£8199 


I** 


Save £50 jL 

w 9d Gold 
Diamond Set Bracelet lOOpts 
(221/1251) 4 

Cat. price £499.00 ^ 
price £449.00 ^ 


^ Pick Up 
'Argos plus' now for 

‘ LOADS MORE 

Jewellery 


& PRICE CUTS! 


Use this 

Voucher to A 

SAVE ' 
EVEN MORE 

on ail Jewellery J 
at Argos! _ wl 


Please note items maiiced •> have previously been on sale 
at the same price. 

Prices only valid in the UK. 

Please note some items are shown larger than actual size. 
I f ~pro h" codT sTm ~l 


Argos Distributes Ltd.. 

489-499 Anbory Borders ri Sana Gale Wed, Cental Miltoa Keynes HK9 2HW. 



This voacber is not redeemable lor cash and may not be nsed to 
pnrehase Argos gift vouchers. Only one voncher may be ased at 
any one time and caonot be used in conjunction with any other 
money off voncher. This voucher is only valid against ooe jewellery 
transaction over £50. This offer does not apply to watches or 
docks. This voucher is valid io the UK and the Republic of Ireland. 



Valid until 24th December 1997. ^ 
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Jail raid frees Rwanda mass murderers 


pupil J 


Militiamen have attacked 
a Rwandan jail, releasing 
fellow Hutus held for 
alleged genocide. Amelia 
French in Kigali says the 
government which came 
to power after the 
genocide fears it is 
succumbing to a bush 
army of killers. 


The group of around 300 armed 
Hulus stormed a makeshift jail 
in central Rwanda on Wednes- 
day in what appears to have 
been a well-planned attack. 

At least 500 prisoners were 
freed and all of them escaped, 
along with the militiamen. The 
army said six civilians were also 
killed when militiamen attacked 
their homes in the same settle- 
ment: some of them bad been 
macheted to death. 

The prisoners who got away 
were - like the militiamen - all 
Hutus. 

The dead are all believed to 
have been Tutsis.They were the 
survivors of the Hutu-inspired 
genocide that decimated the 
country's Tutsi minority in 1994. 

Now it appears that the 
same men who killed up to a 
million Tutsis before their 
regime was overthrown three 
years ago are returning from the 
forests where they have been 
biding to take revenge on the 
few who survived. 

Since the return late last year 
of almost 2 million Hutu 
refugees from exile in sur- 
rounding countries, this tiny 
centra] African country has 
become a battlefield in an 
undeclared war between the 
Hutu rebels and the Tutsi-lcd 


government. 

The jailbreak in Bulinga, in 
central Rwanda was the second 
of its kind in two days. Ac- 
cording to the country’s military, 
more than a hundred prisoners 
were sprung from a jail 3t Rw- 
ercre, in the north-west, al- 
most exactly 24 hours earlier. 

Since April this year, Hutu 
militiamen have stepped up 
their campaign of violence in 
the north-west, staging am- 
bushes and attacking military 
targets, local officials, prisons 
and settlements which are home 


to those Tutsis who survived the 
genocide. The Rwandan gov- 
ernment says it is no coincidence 
that the violence has increased 
simultaneously with the most re- 
cent mass repatriation of Hutu 
refugees from eastern Zaire. 

They say many of the re- 
turnees are members of the for- 
mer army or their militia allies, 
the so-called interhamwe. who 
led the 1994 killings. “Those in 
the jail have the same.ideology 
as the militiamen," Richard 
Sezibera. a military spokesman, 
said yesterday. 

The prisons are an easy tar- 
get. With an estimated 12H.0U0 
Hutus awaiting trial for the 
carnage of 1994, virtually every 
district has had to hurriedly 
transform unused buildings into 
makeshift jails. Some have 
standing room only. Hygiene 
and sanitation are pitifully bad 
and disease is rife. 

BuL many delaj Dees seem to 
feel safer in than out. Many fear 
retribution from Tutsis in lhcir 
home districts. There have even 
been reports of returnees ask- 
ing to be let into the jails. Some 
are so ramshackle that anyone 
wanting to escape could do so 
easily, though they would risk 
being shot. 

The lack of will to escape 
means that security has not 
been a serious problem. In ad- 
dition, the number of jails and 
the conflict in the north-west 
means few soldiers can be 
spared to guard each one. So, 
when hundreds of armed men 
attack a prison, they meet little 
resistance. Those inside seize 
the opportunity to escape 
prison and justice. Once outside, 
they have little choice but to 
stick with the militiamen. 

The spate ofjaflbreaks is bad 
news for Rwanda’s army, which 
says it is already righting an 
estimated 15,000 militiamen in 
the north-west. Although the 
array insists the militiamen are 
poorly armed, the soldiers ap- 
pear to be flat out trying to deal 
with them. The prospect of 


ra' 1 1 v 


ever increasing numbers of 


genocide suspects being re- 
leased is a a alarming one. 

The attack in Bulinga, which 
was well south of the rebels’ nor- 
mal field of activity, is also a sign 
that the iasurgenev is spreading 
throughout the country. 
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The bodies of suspected Hutu guerrillas lying where they were shot by Rwandan troops at Bulinga . Photograph: AP — - 


UN to drop food by plane as thousands of Somalis flee rising floods 


The United Nations World Food 
Programme is to begin air-drop- 
ping food for thousands of peo- 
ple trapped by rising flood 
waters in southern Somalia, the 
agency said yesterday. 

A spokeswoman, Lyndsey 


Davies, said the drops would be- 
gin on Monday, following a 
weekend of public service an- 
nouncements on the BBCs So- 
mali language service, warning 
residents of the areas not to 
crowd around the drop zones. 


“We have to ensure safety.” Ms 
Davies said. “From experience 
with landing planes, we know 
people tend to crowd around 
food distributions, and this 
could cause security problems." 

Somalia has had no central 


government since 1991, and 
the BBC Somali service often 
serves as a national radio. 

A crowd at a food distribu- 
tion centre in the southern 
coastal town of Kismayo, where 
tens of thousands are camped 


after fleeing their flooded 
homes, turned violent last week 
when the number of people who 
showed up far outnumbered the 
supply of relief food. One 
woman was killed. 

Heavy rains that began in 


early October have inundated 
large portions of southern So- 
malia, causing the Juba and Sha- 
belie Rivers to overflow their 
banks and adversely affecting a 
million people, according to 
aid agencies. 
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s pupils enjoy 
of class war 


Two-weeks ago a hundred pupils 
barricaded themselves into a high 
school in Rome to protest against 
education reforms. A few days 
later-police stormed the building. 

With angry pupils still plotting 
their next move it sounds like the 
beginning of a revolution, but, says 
Andrew Gumbd, in Italy’s state school 
system it is simply par for the 
course. 


The children who gathered outside the bat- 
tered facade of the Liceo Mamiani yes- 
terday were not in a mood to mess about. 
Still seething about the brutal end to their 
little experiment in educational self-rule, 
they were discussing, their next move. 
Should they continue to boycott television 
chat shows? Should they keep trying to 
break back into the school, or push for a 
.withdrawal of the large police van stand- 
ing guard outside the main gate? 

“We have the right to express ourselves 
and discover the individual within us. 
They can't stop us just because we are be- 
having out of the norms of ordinary be- 
haviour." began one 16-year-old boy. 
before his comrades reminded him of then- 
media blackout. 

- The youngsters were dressed mainly in 
black, grunge-style, with a definite prefer- 
ence for pierced noses and Palestinian kef- 
fiyehs. On one of the school's outer walls, 
someone had spray-painted: “Leave no 
room for the Fascists!" 

It looked like 1968 all over a ^iin. and 
in a sense it was. The last time the police 
came to dear the anarchists out of the Liceo 
Mamiani was in that fateful year. But ap- 
pearances can be deceptive: what looked 
like a full-scale youth rebellion was, in fact, 
little more than a well-worn ritual among 
Italy’s disaffected teenagers. 

The Mamiani has been occupied by its 
pupils at regular intervals for as long as any- 
one rah re m e m b er. So, too, have a slew of 
other schools in the larger Italian cities. It 
is not the problem schools that are hit, but 
those used bythe offspring of rich families 
who fancy themselves as left-wing. 

The object of the exercise is not to rebel 
against the authority of the teachers. The 
point is to rebel for the sake of rebelling. 
Whatgrearepfim^i^ntherebe'Sfab foteB- 
•-* -- 


your elders to get lost, hold dopc-hefud- 
died parties that last for days, organise stu- 
dent-run classes on such illuminating topics 
as Red Brigades terrorism and the redun- 
dancy of parents, and watch videos of 2001: 
A Space Odyssey into the curly hours? 

lb be fair, the most recent occupation 
of the Mamiani and 60 other schools was 
rooted in a genuine grievance: a govern- 
ment proposal to take some f 6Um in fund- 
ing from the severely under-resourced 
state school system and give it to private 
schools, especially religious ones. 

But this noble cause was soon overtak- 
en by the sheer thrill of disobedience. The 
Mamiani's headmaster. Giuliano Lign- 
bue. newly arrived from a sleepy school in 
Sardinia, evidently had trouhlc believing his 
eyes and was soon circulating stories to his 
superiors about rampant drug use. out- 
breaks of violence and even the reported 
sighting of a revolver. 

Mr Ligubue's alarm prompted the po- 
lice raid. On Monday, the headmaster went 
to the Education Ministry to resign, leav- 
ing the coast dear for the police to drug 
the 100 or so protesters off into custody for 
identity checks (there were no arrests). 

There were reports of broken windows 
and lavatories in sad disrepair, but such was 
ever the state of the Mamiani. There were 
reports that a criminal gang called Flaminio 
Mafia had taken over the school and was 
peddling drugs and even arms. But only a 
few grams of marijuana were found, some 
wooden sticks and lavatory chains. It is still 
not clear if Flaminio Mafia exists as any- 
thing more than the name of a teenage rap 
band. 

The whole farcical spectacle is a symp- 
tom of the faa that the Italian school sys- 
tem has neither the means nor the political 
wfll to work. English teachers can barely 
speak English and science labs have next 
to no equipment. There are rarely any sport- 
ing, or any other, extra-curricular activities. 
Latin, on the other hand, is compulsory in 
nearly all high schools - an anachronism 
that dates back to the time when education 
was the preserve of the Church. 

“The school system is no more than an 
elegant con-trick, using fantasy politics as 
a substitute for education,” commented one 
disillusioned former academic. 

The students of the Mamiani may be 
having the time of their lives, but if they 
are the future of Italy it doesn’t look too 

r jiioniiMng. .' . 
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Pocket art: The old F 100 note, celebrating the Romantic Delacroix (front), is supplanted by the Impressionist Cezanne 


Photograph-. Reuters 


The final franc note 
cashes in on Cezanne 


Paul Cezanne’s father would, fi- 
nally, have been proud of him. 
Tlie great Impressionist, who re- 
fused to follow his papa inln 
banking, has been chosen as the 
theme of the Iasi French bank- 
note. From next Monday week, 
the Bank of France will issue a 
new. hi-tcch l(ln-franc note 
featuring a portrait of Cezanne 
and details from two of his 
paintings. The card-players and 
Apples and biscuits. 

The design, the subject of 
two false starts and much dis- 
cussion. will survive for four- 
and-a-half years before the 
franc is merged into the Euro- 
pean single currency, the euro. 
It will be the last of a long and 
ornate line going back to the 
creation of the franc in 1795 and 
the first franc notes in 17%. 
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Originally, the Bank ol 
France intended to honour the 
Lumierc brothers, inventors of 
cinema. They were cut from the 
script when it was pointed out 
they had sympathised with the 
Vichy regime during the Second 
World War. The second plan 
was to honour the painter Hen- 
ri Matisse. His surviving rela- 
tives objected, pointing out that 
he had always detested money. 

Finally, Cezanne was chosen, 
ahead of the singer Edith Piaf 
and the writer Colette. The 
new note (worth roughly LIU) 
will join a series with the 50- 
franc note (starring the writer 
and aviator Antoine de Sainl- 
Evupery. the 2UtMranc (Gustave 
Eiffel) and the 500-franc note 
(Pierre and Marie Curie). 

One painter replaces an- 
other. Tlie pre-sen l KKi-frane 
note, the only one in the world 
to show a half-naked woman, 
celebrates Eugene Delacroix. It 
includes an approximate re- 
production of his painting of a 
bare-breasted woman leading a 
revolutionary charge. 

The governor of the Banque 
de France. Jean-Claude TricheL 
defended - on three counts- the 
decision to iniaducv a new note 
in the late evening of the franc's 
life. 

The KHM'ranc note, the nv ist 



Currency of fame: Matisse (right), who failed to make it on to the new F 100 notes when 
his relatives objected, and Cezanne (left), who is to adorn the latest unit of exchange 


commonly used one. survives for 
a maximum of 15 months in cir- 
culation in any case. The use of 
new technologies makes the 
Cezanne design cheaper to 
print and 10 times harder to 
Counterfeit. 

There is an unspoken, fourth 
reason. France is in competition 
with other countries for a con- 
tract to print some of the euro 
notes which will replace the cur- 
rencies of up to 1 1 ELI countries 
fmm 1 July 200-. 

The production of the new , 
Cezanne note, incorporating a | 
supposedly unfakeahle new ' 
form of metallic security band, 
is a French down-payment on ' 
a licence to print euros. 

— John Lichfield, Paris I 
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PACKAGE INCLUDES: 
•COMPACT LIGHTWEIGHT 

MOBILE PHONE SKU 289421 

•C15 TOP UP - giving 30 days 
service and £7.50 of calls (up 
to 2Ve hours of off-peak calls). 
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Haliborange has always tasted great. 

Now, each high strength tablet makes a fizzy drink 
that holds as much Vitamin C as twenty freshly 
squeezed oranges. 

Helping you to stay fit and replace the Vitamin C 
lost through colds and flu. 

In either ruby orange or lemon, you’ll find it’s 
equally delicious. Enjoy. 
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The Baron and the cleaner - if not a fairy tale, what? 


He is from the aristocracy. She is 
from the Philippines. He is 69, she 
is 36. He is pretty useless round 
the house, she is pretty useful 
(she used to do for him). They are 
recently married, and having a 
baby. Nice! says Ann Treneman. 


Lord Southampton sees his marriage to his 
36-year-ofd Filipina cleaner as a fairy tale 
. come true. “We fell in love," says the 69- 
year-old peer. “It is a bit of a faiiy tale, and 
I think most people like faiiy tales. Barbara 
Cartland’s agent has been in touch to see 
if we could help her with a book." 

Well, whatever Dame Barbara may 
think, this is not a faiiy tale. For starters, 
penniless Cinderella did not marry the old 
guy sitting on the throne. She married the 
handsome young prince on the dashing 
white horse. Then they cantered off into 
the sunset - too young and too much in love 
to realise that the whole thing was destined 
to give them saddle sores and a whacking 
great chance of divorce. 

No, Ihe story of the peer and his cleaner 
—which was broken by the News of die World 
with the memorable headline “Bed, nob and 
broomsticks!" - is something else entirely 
and in many ways it is a thoroughly mod- 
ern match. But first, a recap of the story 
and its characters so far. 

Lord Charles James FitzRoy, 6th Baron 
Southampton, is descended hum Charles 
IL The family owes iis fortunes to the king's 
celebrated mistress, Barbara VUIiers. so 
there is a certain tradition to keep up. The 
present peer's father ran off with a chorus 
girl when he was 17. and Lord Southamp- 
ton himself ran off with his first wife, Pam- 
ela, when he was 22 and she was only Id. 
There, however, ihe wild limes end. They 
were married for 46 years, and had two chil- 
dren, now aged aged 45 and 41, and seven 
grandchildren. The first Lady Southamp- 
ton died in February, from ovarian cancer. 

Alma Pasqual grew up a world away 
from ail this, as the daughter of a shop- 
keeper in the village of larlac, near Manila. 
In an arrangement that owes much to the 
mail-order bride business, she came to 
Devon to marry an electrician, Bryan 
Slater, after an IS-month correspondence. 
The marriage was not a success and, amid 
financial and other troubles, Alma decid- 
ed to look for work as a cleaner. Thus, in 
1992, she came to be hired at £5 an hour 
by Lady Southampton to clean Stone 
Cross, a Five-bedroom country house, 
worth £500,000. At Alma’s home, things got 
worse - “I was treated like a skivvy" - and 
she started divorce proceedings. 



Lord Southampton with his Filipina bride Alma Slater at their home in Chagford, Devon 


Photograph; NiC Ra, -/South West I lews Service 


And so the stage was set. Lord 
Southampton is described as being “im- 
practical around the home". One suspects 
that this means completely useless, and as 
a widower he began to rely more and more 
on Alma. Then, one day. be decided that 
he needed a new fridge. “He is not very 
good at shopping,” says Alma. “That was 
the first lime we went out together.” 

The peer told Hello! that he decided to 
pop the question over a meal in a Chinese 
restaurant in Taunton. His cleaner was sur- 


prised. “Out of the blue he told me that 
he was in love with me. It never occurred 
to me what was happening inside of him. 
I think l said ‘Bloody hell’. I just never ex- 
pected it. I told James I would have to think 
about it.” In June, she accepted his pro- 
posal. They married Iasi month, and now 
the new Lady Southampton is pregnant. 

Some people claim to be shocked, 
though whether this is because of the 
ceceniness of the First wife's death, the age 
gap. the fact that the new Lady Southamp- 


ton was a cleaner, or that she is from the 
Philippines, is unclear. But all these factors 
contribute to the reason why »v should n> >i 
be shocked. 

Romance and bereavement are no 
strangers, especially for men. There are 
many more widows 1 2.9 million ) than wid- 
owers 1684.1100) in Britain. While this js 
partly explained by the fact that women live 
longer, men are also far more likely to re- 
marry. and quickly, too. “Men are health- 
ier if they have a partner.” says Averil 


Leimon. a psychologist. “Bereaved men are 
at considerable risk - it’s not unusual for 
i hem in die Jsoonj too. For men it can be 
a life-saver to find another woman.” Often, 
ihe dying wife will instruct a husband to find 
a new wife. Both Lord Southampton and 
his new wife have said they believe Pamela 
would have approved of their match. 

Nor should we be surprised by the fact 
that she is a Filipina. The “brides of the 
Orient" are much in demand these days. 
Bill Howard, of the World .Association of 


fares and dat.og agency 

Bangkok. wb ^Jjoom^v wed after 

Thai waitress called Joom- lney 

a three-day courtship conducted in a 
shared hotel room. “I'm sure « j 

pv - says Mr Clegs. "And I *tat i t * “ {* 
jLm will he set up for the M 

In many ways, it could be said that Mr 

Clegg has gone out of bis way - 
Is not an Awayday, after aU - to find the 
ultimate non-trophy wife. But othere would 
see it differently- The men who seek out 
Oriental brides are usually divorced, and 
are looking for women with traditional val- 

ues The women -and 60 per cent come j 

from the Philippines -are looking toes- . 

cape the worst kind of poverty. Almost all 
Filipina girls many for economic rea- 
sons.” saw Mr Hunter, "though perhaps the 
men don’t think of it that way.” 

Not so much true love as true practical- 
ities. then. But it seems to work for many. 
Charles Black, of Siam Introductions - the 
firm used by Mr Clegg - conducts a two- 
year check-up for its clients and reports an 
85 per cent success rate. “That’s a lot bet . v 
ter than most English marriages, he says. 

Akna Pasqual was one of those whose 
penpal husband turned out to be Mr 
Wrong, Unlike many such brides, she took 
her future into her own hands and decided 
that she would rather get divorced and 
return to the Philippines than five in such 
an way. 

Then came that unexpected question in 
the Chinese restaurant, and she is now in 
a rather wonderful and ran? position. She 
is a Filipina in Britain who is marrying a 
wealthy older man without the help of an 
agency. She has always wanted a family, and 
now she is to have children who will be 
aristocrats (if her baby is a boy the plan is 
to name him Charles, after the future king). 
Her husband is thrilled by what he calls his 
new life. “I am hoping Alma wfll do the late- 
night nappy duties,” he says. “I donig 
think I am up to it at my age." 

She used to be paid £5 an hour to dean, 
and now she is rich in her own right. “Nei- 
ther of us can believe it’s happening." she 
says. “I used to clean this beautiful house 
- and now it is my home." But, it must be 
said, she is still cleaning. “We can't really 
afford staff now. so HI still do all the house- 
work myself” Spoken like a truly traditional 
wife. And that's no fairy tale - that's just 
the way of the world. • 


THE INDEPENDENT 


INDEPENDENT 


BLUEBIRD 


Reader Evening 
at the Bluebird 


INDEPENDENT / BLUEBIRD EVENING: TUESDAY I6TH DECEMBER 
THE BLUEBIRD, 350 KINGS ROAD, LONDON, SW3 5UU 


Join Terence Conran, The Independent and the Independent on Sunday as we 
celebrate Christmas at the Bluebird on Tuesday 16th December from 6pm to 9pm. 



Recently ripped as Time Out's “best for foodies and gardeners”. Bluebird food 
market has the perfect Christmas wrapped up. Their experienced staff can guarantee 
your table will be laden with the finest fare: free range turkeys and geese, cured 
hams, smoked fish and Crustacea, farmhouse cheeses and fresh fruit and vegetables 
have been sourced from the best local producers from around the UK. 


Bluebird's chefs are busy in the kitchens making mince pies, Christmas puddings, 
Stoilen, Christmas cake, wonderful fresh baked breads, as well as great prepared 
dishes and canapes for your Christmas parties. 


With fine tableware from the Chef Shop, Christmas trees. Christmas flowers, 
Christmas holly and Christmas mistletoe from Bluebirds flower market; and 
champagne, wine and spirits from the wine merchant, fly down to 350 Kings Road for 
all your Christinas needs. 






The Independent and Independent on Sunday have joined forces with 
Bluebird to offer readers an exclusive evening of shopping and special 
events. Independent readers will be able to enjoy: 


L/ 



A 15% discount in all areas of the food market. Including the Chef Shop 
Offers on specially selected wines, ideal for stocking for Christmas 
Complimentary TSwqueray Martini's and Tattfnger Champagne 
Tastings of seasonal produce from suppliers 

Demonstrations from Bluebird Chefs, including cake-decorating and bread-making 
Book signings by Terence Conran and others In the Chef Shop 
Helpful tips for the perfect Christmas dinner from Bluebird's chefs, as well as 
alternative recipes for the festive season 

A special dinner menu in the restaurant from 6 pm - 8pm, two courses for just 
£12.50 (Tor reservations please call 0171 559 1000, quoting The Independent offer). 


RESERVE YOUR TICKETS TODAY 


To book your tickets for this exclusive gastronomic feast please 
telephone 0171 716 7874 (or fax 0171 403 4855), leaving your name, 
address and number of tickets required. Your tickets will then be 
posted by Friday 12th December. 


"k will be a really amazing evening n 
Terence Conran 


Tickets subject to availability 


Making legal history: Di’s divorce 
lawyer and the poet 


What have lawyers and 
poets got in common? 
Plenty, according to 
Anthony Julius and his 
colleagues at top law 
firm Mishcon de Reya, 
who have appointed a 
poet in residence. Robert 
Veri.aik gets on the case. 


A shy male lawyer recently in- 
formed Lavinia Greenlaw ibai 
he wouldn’t be coming to her in- 
augural poetry workshop ai 
Mishcon de Reya. When the 
newly appointed pocl-in- 
residence at the Princess of 
Wales's law firm asked him 
why this was so. he replied: “Be- 
cause I don't want anyone to 
know I write poetry." 

Greenlaw, who since her 
appointment has won this year's 
£1.000 Forward Prize for the 
year's best poem, took this ap- 
parent stumbling-block in her 
stride. “It’s very important,* 1 she 
says, “to understand that peo- 
ple are not going to find it easy 
to share something like poetry 
with their work colleagues. 
They can send me poems 
through the 

e-mail and we need never meet, 
if they wish." 

Anthony Julius, is credited 
with the initiative. He is the 
partner who advised Diana, 
Princess of Wales in her £ 15m 
divorce settlement, and who 
now' plans to divorce his own 
wife of 21 years and marry the 
journalist Dina Rabinoviich. 
the daughter of an ultra- 
orthodox rabbi. He is the firm's 
head of litigation, and a re- 
spected writer who last year 
published a critique of TS 
Eliot's anti-Semitism. But he 
has, says Greenlaw, defilter- 
alely kept a low profile, and did 
not volunteer to take part in the 
Firsl workshop. 

The Mishcon de Reyn pro- 
ject though trail-blazing, is not 
unique. This year Barnsley 
Football club appointed a poet 
to chronicle iLs historic en- 


trance to the Premiership. The 
Poetry S»K. v icty is looking at 
other ways to bring poets to the 
world of business, and to this 
end has given Marks & Spencer 
15.0/ ;i» of ils £450.000 National 
Lottery grant to fund a poet-in- 
residcnce. Chris Meade, the so- 
ciety’s director, says that more 
poets in company posts can be 
expected. 

The Mishcon project at first 
encountered cynicism from 
some of its own lawyers, who felt 
that the 1 10,1)00 for one half day 
a week could have been betler 
spent. But eventually they opt- 
ed for this means of supporting 


week, when I come in, I pul a 
different poem in the e-mail 
with some commenLThrough- 
oui the day people write back 
with their own poems or 
suggestions for poems. Some 
people arc baffled, others are 
provoked." 

She also goes oa office walk- 
abouts, where her encounters 
have already produced one or 
two knee-jerk reactions to poets 
and poetry. 

“People who have not read 
a poem for perhaps 30 years, or 
since they left school, suddenly 
look at me and think, ‘a poet, 
poeliy; what do I know about 



Chapter and verse from Lavinia Greenlaw 


Tom Pilston 


fuddy-dudd|y or slippeiy in their 
use of speech. Some have sug- 
gested that Iwould be frustrated 
by the dtyuess or extreme 
fluency of their language." 

R:ople still ask her for words 
which rhyme with solicitor, in 
the belief that she is some kind 
of law- firm laureate, paid to pro- 
duce corporate doggerel, and 
employed to be at the beck and 
call of the partners. 

But Greenlaw has discov- 
ered that poets and lawyers have 
much in common. Apart from 
Dante and Ovid, whom she 
names as poets who trained in 
the law, she homes in on the g 
shared use of words as tools to / 
construct persuasive argu- 
ments. 

At a makeshift workshop. 
Alex George, 27 - one of the 
three lawyers who did not turn 
up last time - professes his dis- 
appointment at missing ouL He 
supports Greenlaw's proposal 
that every fortnight a poem is 
posted in the lift, and recom- 
mends Philip Larkin’s poem 
“For Sidney Bechet". 

The discussion moves on lu 
the value of learning poems by 
heart. Greenlaw mentions a 
book by Ted Hughes that uses 
visual aids as a memory trigger •- 
remember poems. Alex 


to 


the arts, while at the same time 
bringing light relief to lawyers 
wbo pride themselves on work- 
ing 25-hour days. The nature of 
the arrangement was first made 
clear to Greenlaw w hen she met 
the unusually heavy-weight 
interview panel, comprising the 
poet Tom Paulin. Chris Meade, 
and Anthony Julius. 

At a party to welcome her to 
the firm. 120 staff, half the 
workforce, turned out to say 
hello. At first it must have 
looked as if the diminutive. 35- 
year-old, self-effacing poet - 
who had nor known any lawyers 
before she met the Firm - was 
in danger of being drowned in 
a sea of loud voices and pin- 
striped suits. Since then she has 
found her own way of making 
her presence felt. 

Explains Greenlaw: “Every 


poetry?’ During a fire drill I 
found myself on the fire escape 
talking about Coleridge." 

All staff in the firm, from re- 
ceptionists to senior partners, 
are invited to join the work- 
shops. The first, held last last 
month, was so heavily over- 
subscribed that Greenlaw was 
forced lu limit the number of 
participants lo 10. But of those 
lt>. three sard work commit- 
ments prevented them from 
joining the group at the last 
minute. They were all men. 

She is very keen to overcome 
any language barriers, and s. > m<.., 
to grips with the “hlund euro- 
orate speak" which, she cuin- 
pluins. has infected the 

professions. Greenlaw, who had 
no experience of the legal n„, 

fcMiiun before she joined Mish- 
von. says lawyers “can lv \ Kry 


thinks that "associated images" 
might el. Hid the words, andacl 
as a smoke screen to the 
reader s utk-rpre ration of the 
poem. 
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Robert Soetens, violinist: 
born Montiufon, France 19 
July 1897; married 1921 Maud 
Laiirjr (died 1977); died Paris 
22 October 1997. 


The death of the French violinist 
Robert Soetens breaks one of 
the last links with the breath- 
taking flowering of musical life 
in Paris in the first half of ibis 
century. 

Soetens was an early prodi- 
gy,’ playingin public for the first 
time at the age of seven. His fa- 
ther had been one of the First 
pupils of the great Belgian vi- 
olinist Eugene Ysaye and, at the 
age erf 1 1 , Robert followed in his 
father’s footsteps, srudying with 
Ysaye for two years before be- 
ing admitted to the Paris Con- 
servatoire. Soetens* teachers 
there included the composer 
Vincent d'lndy (who swiftly 
made the young virtuoso the 
leader of the student orchestra), 
Camille CheviUard for chamber 
music, and Lucien Capet, 
leader of the famous Capet 
Quartet, for violin. 

Paris was then at the fore- 
front of the modem: Soetens 
saw Nijinsky dance Petrushka, 
attended the first performance 
of Stravinsky’s The Rite of 
Spring, played at the age of 16 
in the premiere of the First 
Quartet of Darius Milhaud a 
fellow student at the Conser- 
vatoire; and he remembered 
seeing Picassos in the gallery 
windowsat 20 francs and Utril- 
los at a quarter of that price. 

In 1915 Soetens left the 
Conservatoire to enrol in the 
army; on his return he was 
booked as leader-soloist of the 
orchestra of the summer season 
at Aix-Ies-Bains, after which he 


went to Cannes with the same 
duLies. for a season directed by 
Andre Messager. it was there 
that Soetens met ihe soprano 
Maud Laury, and they were 
soon married though the rela- 
tionship was shnn-lh’ed; he 
never married again. 

Soetens next moved to 
Deauville, again as leadcr- 
soioist of a seasonal orchestra, 
and then to Angers. Bui he was 
also now playing regularly in 
Paris, where through Milhaud 
he got to know the other mem- 
bers of the group of musicians 
dubbed ~Les Six", particularly 
Arthur Honegger, Germaine 
Tailleferre and Francis Poulenc. 

In 1925 Soetens gave the first 
performance of Ravel's Tzi- 
gane (in the version for violin 
and piano), which brought him 
close to Ravel, and together 
the} 1 went on a Scandinavian 
tour. (At one point Ravel was 
upset when he accidentally 
skipped a couple of his lines in 
his own Sonatine; Soetens con- 
soled him by pointing out that 
the composer was not in the 
audience.) 

Soetens now began to trav- 
el abroad beginning the career 
of travelling virtuoso that was 
the stuff of his existence for the 
next 60 years. He went first to 
Belgium, where one of the most 
important friendships of his 
life was bom, when he was 
booked for a recital in Brussels 
with Sergei Prokofiev. Their 
mutual respect was sealed in 
1932 when Soetens played with 
Samuel Dushldn. in the first 
performance of Prokofiev's 
Sonata for Two Violins. 
Prokofiev was so pleased that 
he said he wanted to “write 
something" for Soetens. That 
“something”, to its recipient’s 


astonishment, was the Second 
Violin Concerto. 

Prokofiev gave the first per- 
formance with Soetens in 
Madrid in December 1935. The 
twu of them then undertook a 
4U-concert tour in Europe and 
northern Africa - the first time 
that Prokofiev, as pianist, had 
ever shared a platform with an- 
other soloist. Soetens was true 
lo this friendship as long as he 
was able: he continued to play 
“his” concerto until 1 972. when 
he gave the first performance in 
South Africa, and in 1983, when 
he was 85. he performed the 
Sonata for Two Violins in a con- 
cert to commemorate ihe 30th 
anniversary of Prokofiev's 
death: it was 51 years since he 
had played in the premiere. 

In 1925, out of the blue. 
Soetens. then 2K, had been of- 
fered the post of leader of the 
Oslo Philharmonic, and his Eu- 
ropean career was launched. 
From Oslo he began to play 
across Scandinavia, and then in 
Finland, which served as a 
beachhead from which to begin 
giving concerts in the Baltic 
Counties and in Central and 
Eastern Europe. 

The next distinguished com- 
poser to he associated with 
Soetens in France was Alhert 
Roussel. After his first stay in 
Norway, Soetens had accepted 
a summer season at Dieppe: 
Roussel had a summer house 
just down the coast, at Var- 
engevilie. They worked closely 
together, Soetens playing in 
the premiere of the Second 
Violin Sonata. With Soetens in 
mind, Roussel had decided to 
write a Fnmaisie for violin and 
orchestra, and wrote to him in 
1937 that he now finally in- 
tended to start work on it that 
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Leonard Joseph Matthews, 
editor and pub lish e r: bom 
London ID October 1914; 
married 1944 (marriage 
dissolved 1947), 1957 Barbara 
Hayes (one son, one 
daughter); died Esher, Surrey 
9 November 1997. 


Halfway through 1962, a week- 
ly news magazine in London 
appeared with its front page ful- 
ly devoted to a cartoon. It 
showed the figure of a man in 
Napoleonic garb flagged 
. “Napoleon of the Comics”. 
This was Leonard Matthews, 
the newly created director of 
Fleetway Publications. A long- 
standing member of the staff, 
Matthews had become director 
in overall editorial command of 
such weeklies as, Buster, Film 
Fun , Girls’ Crystal, Jack and JiU, 
Lion, Look and Leant, Piayhour, 
Princess, Tiger and Valiant. 

Previously he had worked for 
an Italian firm which made 
carpets, and later joined the 
London department store 
Whiteley’s, where he ran the 
Whiteley’s Dance Band. 

The Amalgamated Press 
hadadvertised for an editorial 
assistant, and Matthews, who 
bad a talent for drawing, sub- 
mitted some of his material. He 
was fortunate enough to secure 



Matthews: Napoleonic 

an interview with Monty Hay- 
don, a director of the company, 
who, impressed with his abili- 
ty, took him on. 

The Second World Whr took 
him into the RAF, but he also 
worked for the RAF at the Air 
Ministry in Kmgsway, where he 
compiled air-training manuals. 
Fleetway House was not too far 
away, so be kept his hand in by 
doing editorial tasks there. He 
volunteered to fire-watch on the 
building, and one occasion fire- 
bombs fell when he and his col- 
league George Alien (a lifelong 
friend whom he had first met at 
Whiteley’s) were on watch. 
They scooped up the bombs and 


shovelled them over the side. 
Next morning. Fleetway House 
was intact, but its next-door 
neighbour was burned to the 
ground. 

Towards the end of the war, 
Matthews married. Pat. his wife, 
had some show-business con- 
nection. and they appeared in 
a short film together, but the 
marriage did not survive. With 
the end of the war, he resumed 
his editorial work and in 1957 
married Barbara Hayes, an at- 
tractive brunette in the nursery 
papers department. 

The Amalgamated Press was 
taken over by the Mirror Group 
in 1958, and renamed Fleetway 
Publications. Matthews began 
to reorganise his papers, which 
now included all the boy’s titles, 
the girl's weeklies and the nurs- 
ery papers. A small man, he was 
a keen admirer of Napoleon 
Bonaparte and, like him, not en- 
tirely democratically inclined, 
but his leadership was tem- 
pered with a charismatic qual- 
ity which quashed resentment. 
Matthews tended to recruit tall 
men on to his team. 

His capacity to enthuse was 
enormous and infectious, but he 
made sure that all under his 
command knew their place. He 
expected you to agree with 
him, and indeed, to do his bid- 
ding. As one of his editors, I was 


September; he died on 23 
August. 

Soetens played frequently in 
London in the later 192i* and 
1930s and gave a number of 
broadcasts on the BBC. in- 
cluding the first two British 
performances of the Prokofiev 
Second Concerto, under Sir 
Hcmy Wood in 193b and under 
the composer himself in 1938 
(from the Queen's Hail); he also 
played Mozart under Barbirol- 
li in Hastings and. with the 
Scottish Symphony Orchestra, 
toured Scotland with Karl 
Rank! and the Mendelssohn 
Concerto. 

In 1940. having regained 
France from Italy just before 
Mussolini dosed the border. 
Soetens had intended to come 
to Britain to fulfil concert en- 
gagements, but delays with his 
visa meant that he missed the 
last boat out of France. And so. 
taking a bicycle. Soetens 
strapped his violins over the 
hack wheel and a suitcase be- 
tween the handlebars and. with 
Suzanne Roche, his accompa- 
nist and companion, he set off 
to cycle the 350km south to 
MoniluijVn, where he had been 
bom (of Belgian parenrs) and 
where his ageing mother still 
lived. He and Roche decided iu 
stay and conceriise in free 
France, reluming to occupied 
Paris in 1942. 

At that point Soetens ac- 
cepted the chance of a tour in 
Spain, also acting as a sleeping 
agent for the free French: only 
when he was there did he realise 
that he would not he allowed to 
return to France without offi- 
cial permission from Berlin. 
He had no choice hut to eke out 
a fixing from what concerts he 
could find in Spain. Portugal 


given a large, airy office right 
next to his. Once he called me 
into his office, and told me of 
a project he was planning. He 
asked me to take part in a 
particular mission for iLs fur- 
therance. I could nou in all con- 
science. oblige him. and gave 
him a definite, and. 1 hope, 
polite, “no”. 

His reaction was. 1 suppose, 
to he expected. He nodded 
gently, said he understood my 
point of view, and 1 departed. 
Next day. Colin Thomas. 
Matthews's “adjutant”, dropped 
in see me. “Oh, a small thing. 
Leonard wants to make a few 
changes in the office locations, 
so we'll have to move you. old 
man.” I then went down to in- 
spect ray “new” office. It was a 
quarter of the size of the old 
one. overlooked the fire- 
escape at the back of the build- 
ing. and had one tiny window. 
I had been punished. 

Changes occurred at Fleet- 
way House. The Hulton publi- 
cations - Eagle, Girl and Robin 
- fell within the Matthews or- 
bit, after being taken over by the 
Mirror Group, which in turn, in- 
corporating Odham’s. Newnes 
and other companies, became 
IPC. the International Pub- 
lishing Corporation. Matthews, 
strong personality as he was, felt 
eventually that he had no choice 


and North .Africa - where he 
played in concerts organised by 
de Gaulle’s sister-in-law to raise 
money for the Resistance. 

After the war. to escape 
from the chaos of liberated 
Paris. Soetens and Roche 
played in Egypt. Palestine. 
Lebanon and Turkey, making 
the journey back through 
Soviet -occupied Bulgaria. 
Soetens' characteristic rest- 
lessness had not abated in mid- 
dle age: he spent the years 
1947-50 touring the length of 
Africa, appearing in Britain 
again in 1952-53 for a tour 
with Ihe Scottish National Or- 
chestra. and once more in 1957. 

He now spent three years 
{1960-62) giving concerts in 
South America, another three 
in Asia, where he taught ex- 
tensively in Japan, and five in 
North America, all the while 
playing concertos with orches- 
tras across Europe. In I967-t>S 
Soetens taught at Oberlin Col- 
lege in Ohio. With the Bulgar- 
ian pianist Minka Roustcheva. 
his concert partner from 1966 
until 1995. Soetens' perpetual 
touring continued: in his sev- 
enties he played in South 
Africa, the Azores, Mauritius 
and Iran: and he thought noth- 
ing of travelling - on his own - 
to Trondheim, in northern Nor- 
way. to give a masterclass two 
months before his 95ih birthday. 
In 1982 he returned to London 
to give masterclasses at the 
Guildhall and the Royal Acad- 
emy of Music, and white there 
also gave a number of concerts 
in London and in Oxford. 

He gave his last public con- 
cert at the age of 95 - probably 
the only violinist ever 10 perform 
so laic in fife. 

- Martin Anderson 


but to leave the company. He 
would shortly have been able to 
take eariv retirement, in any 
case. 

He did not. of course, actu- 
ally retire. Within a month or 
so. he had set up his own pub- 
lishing and production compa- 
ny, Martsprcss. accompanied by 
a few of his old staff. One of his 
first moves was to buy up some 
old titles, among them Men 
Only, a mildly saucy pocket- 
sized monthly issued by 
Newnes. Matthews appointed as 
its editor Tony Power, who had 
edited children's comics at 
Fleetway House. Men Only had 
been slowly fading, and its 
demise seemed imminent, frw- 
er, out for an evening, met 
Paul Raymond, who ran night- 
clubs. The outcome was that 
Matthews sold the title to Ray- 
mond. who turned Men Only. 
still with Power as editor, into 
a hugely successful publication. 

Matthews devoted his at- 
tention to juvenile publishing, 
this time as a packager, pro- 
ducing a complete magazine or 
b*Kik for any publisher w ho re- 
quired il. First among such 
publications was Once Uptm a 
Time, issued by City Magazines. 

With the passage of time. 
Matthews's operations less- 
ened. His company continued 
production, mostly with books 



Soetens: gave his last public concert aged 95 Photograph: Jean -Michel Sab at 


for children, with the able as- 
sistance of Elizabeth Flower, his 
former secretary at Fleetway 
House. 

- George Beal 

Leonard Matthews did me a 
good turn, writes Jack Adrian. 
Thirty-odd years ago. as Edi- 
torial Director (Juveniles) at the 
old Flcetway Press (then the 
biggest fiction factory in the 
world ), he wrenched me out of 
the comfy but terminally boring 
editor's chair of a glossy county 
mag (all balls, blooming Sorop- 
timias and baying drunks in DJs) 
in Stoke-on-Trent to the sub’s 
seal on Lion (“King of Story- 
Papers!”) in swingin’ London. 

My one boast on joining 
Flcetway was that I was the first 
bearded employee ever to be 
taken on by Leonard, a notori- 
ous detester of beards — who. 
only weeks later, suddenly 
sprouted a facial growth of his 
own. This was not because in 
some bizarre and deeply psy- 
chological way he fancied me 
( Leonard’s sexual arrangemenu 
both domestic and extra- 
curricular. were creative, hut not 
that creative), merely that, in 
his Napoleonic way. he wished 
to demonstrate he could do 
anything his underlings did. 

That was Leonard all over. 
A cockv little bantam, he liked 


to have very tall men as minions, 
dashing around at his beck and 
call although, like all monu- 
mental egocentrics, he was con- 
vinced everyone was plotting 
against him . Thus life as a min- 
ion, however tall, could be 
nasty, brutish and short. Ruth- 
lessness was an essential part of 
his psyche. Having, through 
chronic overwork and emo- 
tional pressure, turned one of 
his editorial apparatchiks into 
an alcoholic, he fired him - for 
being an alcoholic. 

A man more at ease with 
legend than reality, Leonard 
was convinced that vicious thugs 
such as Dick Turpin. Claude 
Duval and Rob Roy were in fact 
paragons of high-minded virtue 
and benevolence. This was 
thanks to the swashbucklers 
he'd read as a boy: Stanley 
Weyman, Rafael Sabatini. Har- 
rison Ainsworth, as well as all 
the cheap stoiy-papers lauding 
the exploits of other arrant 
scoundrels. But he turned this 
obsession to good effect during 
the 1940s and 1950s in the 
comics and story-papers he 
edited and was associated 
with, dragooning some of the 
finest illustrators of the day, 
both British and European 
(C.L. Doughty. Steven Chap- 
man. H.M. Brock. Eric Parker, 
Geoffrey Campion, Arturo del 


Castillo et at), into drawing su- 
perb historical picture-strips 
about TUrpin, the Three Mus- 
keteers and a host of other char- 
acters in weekly serial form, or 
as beautiful one-off 64-page 
pictorial “novels”. 

Leonard was a packager par 
excellence, churning out an- 
thologies and annuals and year- 
books, then changing around 
the contents and churning them 
out again. Like all despots he 
could shift into purblind mode. 
Great events - with which he 
had no possible connection - at 
times passed him by. 

In the late 1970s, when 
George Lucas's Star liars was 
vast and you had to be a New 
Guinea caveman not to know 
thc names Han Solo, Luke Sky- 
walker and all, he buttonholed 
me to write some stories for an 
“exciting new project” he was 
working up for W.H. Smith. It 
was science fiction. “I’ve got a 
very good title,” he said. “I'm 
surprised no one’s used it before 
- ‘Star Wars’." 

I said I thought George Lu- 
cas might not be too impressed 
to have that galaxy-famous 
title pinched. There was a 
puzzled silence on the phone. 

“Who’s George Lucas?” said 
Leonard. 

He bad. nevertheless, a 
formidable editorial talent. 
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lan tic, 1872; under the 21st Amend- 
ment, prohibition was repealed in the 
United States, 1933: Britain’s first 
motorway opened, a bypass around 
Preston, 1958; the United Kingdom 
withdrew from membership of Un- 
esco, 1985. Today is the Feast Day 
Of St Birinus, St Christian, Si 
Crispin a, St John Almond. St Jus- 
tinian or lestin, St Nicetius of Trier. 
St Sabas and St Sigiiamnus or Cy-ran. 

Dinners 

HM Government 
Mr George Robertson MP, Secretary 
of State for Defence, was host at a 
dinner given yesterday at Admiral- 
ty House, Whitehall, London SW1 
in honour of Mr William Cohen. Sec- 
retary for Defense of the United 
States of America. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Gabriele Frnal- 
di, “Mengs (1): The All Souls Noli 
Me Tangere ”, 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Ann EatweD, “Silver for Tea. Coffee 
and Chocolate'*. 2J0pra. 

Gresham College, Barnard's Inn 
Hall. Lopdon EC1: Professor Colin 
PQIinger, “Hairy Stars", Ipm. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following Sabbath 
begins in London at 3 -38pm. 

United Synagogues 0181 
Federation of Synagogues W8I-2W 

22©. Union of Liberal and Propesw** 

Synagogues: DI7I-580 M£3. Reform 
Great Britain: 0181-349 
di and Pomigwae Jew*^ Con- 
(H7I-289 2573. NewUj^on 
(Masorti); M71-32B 1026. 


LAW REPORT: 5 December i^? 


Necessity cannot justify detention of mental patient 


A person suffering from a 
mental disorder may only be 
detained in hospital for 
treatment for that disorder 
either with his consent or 
under the provisions of the 
Mental Health Act 1983. and 
not under the common law 
doctrine of necessity. 

P, v Bouttwoo i CorrimuM. and 
Mental Healtfi Tmsi. e* pute l . 
Com! of Appeal i Lord WloM. 
Master of tfic Polls, lord 
Phillips and LoH K*u« Ou-jai. ♦ , 

2 December F*. ; 


The Court of Appeal allowed 
ihe applicant’s appeal acainsi 
ihe decision of Mr Justice 
Owen (Cute Summaries. 3 No- 
vember 1997). who dismissed 
his application for judicial re- 
view of the decision of the 
Boumewood Community and 
Mental Health NHS Trust lu 
detain him on 22 July |‘W7and 
to continue that detention. 

The applicant- a 4S-ycnr-old 
autistic man who was unable tc > 
speak, had been a long-term 
resident al a hospital run hv the 


trust. In March 19^4 he had 
gone 10 live with a couple who 
were his carers. They regard- 
ed him as one of the family. On 
22 July 1997. while ai a day cen- 
tre. the applicant had become 
agitated. His carers could not 
he con lac led v.» the care work- 
er who had had overall re- 
sponsibility for him for many 
years had been called. She 
had recommended that he 
should he taken to the hospi- 
tal’s Accident and Emergency 
Unit. Whilst there he had be- 
come increasingly agitated and, 
under a doctor's supervision, 
had been taken to the mental 
health behavioural unit. He had 
remained at the hospital ever 
since. 

Rkluml f A <nh m (Jt iinJ Paul Hnrnn 
* Set'll N “nt nefl Hnrhniir A Sm- 
1 lain fur tin iippheuni. J"itn ( faiiY 
tHtiulunfi Shinto > 1 fur ihf 

int.il. 

Lord Woolf MR, handing 
down the judgment of the 
court, slid that lor the purples 
of ihe appeal the applicant had 


been regarded as being unable 
to express either consent or dis- 
sent to detention. The trust's 
consultant psychiatrist had tak- 
en the view that because the 
applicant had been “quite com- 
pliant” on 22 July and had "not 
attempted lo run away”, he 
could be admitted to the hos- 
pital as an informal patient and 
need not he detained under the 
Mental Health Act 19X3. Had 
he resisted admission, howev- 
er. she would certainly have de- 
tained him under the Act. 
being firmly of the view that he 
required in-patient treatment. 

The trust denied that the 
applicant had been detained; 
he had simp!) not chosen to 
leave the hospital. However, a 
person was detained in law if 
those who had control over the 
premises where he was had the 
intention that he should not be 
permitted lo leave, and had the 
ability 10 prevent him from 
leaving. That was the appli- 
cant’s position. The judge had 
hcen w n >ng to conclude that he 
was “I tee to leave” ihe hospi- 


tal. It was plain that, had he 
attempted to do so, those in 
charge of him would not have 
permitted it. 

The alternative contention 
of the trust was that if the ap- 
plicant were detained, such 
detention was not unlawful 
because they could rely on the 
common law docline of ne- 
cessity to justify giving treat- 
ment to the applicant in 
accordance with his own best 
interests. 

Jt was dear from the au- 
thorities that the right of a hos- 
pital to detain a patient for 
treatment for mental disorder 
was to be found in, and only in, 
the 1983 Act, whose provi- 
sions applied to the exclusion 
of the common law principle of 
necessity. The trust contended 
that section 131 of the Act 
entitled them to admit the 
applicant as an “informal pa- 
tient". but that section ad- 
dressed the position of a 
patient who was admitted and 
treated with consent. The trust 
had admitted and detained 


the applicant for treatment 
for mental disorder without his 
consent and without the for- 
malities required by the Act. It 
followed that they had acted 
unlawfully. 

It should be made clear 
that in the present ease the 
court had been concerned with 
the admission and detention in 
hospital of a patient for treat- 
ment for mental disorder. 
Nothing in the judgment 
should be taken as applicable 
to the situation where a men- 
tally impaired person was sub- 
jected to restraints amounting 
to detention which were im- 
posed simply lo prevent him 
from sustaining harm. 

A troubling feature of the 
appeal was that the trust was 
not alone in misinterpreting the 
effect of the Act. Apparently 
there could be many patients, 
especially those suffering from 
dementia, who were in the 
same position as the applicant. 
The current practice could not 
justify a disregard of the Acl 

— Kate O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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Not fit to sit in Parliament? It is the oath that is not fit 
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Would you? Wsuld you promise to be “faith- 
ful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth, her heirs and successors, 
according to law”? Many readers of this 
newspaper would. Some have, as naturalised 
citizens. Scouts or Guides. But many would 
not. Does that make them ineligible to sit 
in Parliament? 

Of course noL Yet that is what we re- 
quire our MPs to say, every one of them, 
before they can sit on the green benches and 
do their bit for representative democracy. 
The idea that people who want Britain to 
have an elected bead of state must be barred 
from the House of Commons is antique. It 
is preposterous that MPs should not be per- 
mitted to believe openly in a constitution- 
al monarchy in which the monarch is 
merely titular head of state. Should re- 
putkicanism. indeed, disqualify a citizen from 
being a Member of the House? When ex- 
amined closely, the idea of swearing loyal- 
ty to the person of the monarch and her heirs 
is so offensive - even with that historically 
rather important rider, “according to law” 


- that there Ls a strong case for asserting that 
anyone capable of mouthing such hypo- 
critical tosh ought to be disbarred auto- 
matically from being an MP. 

That does not, of course, mean that the 
opposite is always true. Gerry Adams and 
Martin McGuinness should not be allowed 
to use the facilities of the House of Com- 
mons simply because they refuse to swear 
the oath of allegiance. They should be al- 
lowed to do so because they have disavowed 
the use of violence and have expressed a de- 
sire to take port in a democratic dialogue 
about the future of Northern Ireland. 

So Betty Boothroyd was wrong to send 
the Sinn Fein MPs away yesterday with their 
crude piece of agitprop intact. She was wrung 
on several counts. First, because the oath 
of allegiance is the wrong test to adminis- 
ter. Most democratic assemblies require 
their members to declare some kind of loy- 
alty to their nation, which must always pre- 
sent problems to those who stand on a 
democratic platform of secession for a pari 
of iLThc Scottish National Party and Plaid 


Cymru get round that by saying they would 
he happy to have the Queen as head of state 
of iheir independent country. But it is dif- 
ferent for ihe Irish, as would be revealed 
by even the most cursory knowledge of Irish 
history, and the part played in it by oaths 
of allegiance. 

As Miss Boothroyd pointed out. the oath 
of allegiance is not a matter for her. The 
Commons would have to amend the Par- 
liamentary Oaths Act lSfib in order to 
change it. It was amended once, in 1SS5. to 
allow Charles Bradlaugh to sit. As an athe- 
ist. he refused to "swear by Almighty God" 
that he would be loyal to Queen Victoria, 
and his constituents in Northampton forced 
a change in the law by returning hint in four 
successive by-elections. As a result, many 
MPs today “solemnly, sincerely and truly de- 
clare and affirm" that they will he loyal to 
Victoria's successor. 

Yesterday, the Speaker claimed to be 
bound by the law as it now stands - in which 
case she should disqualify at least one MP 
who did not deliver the form of words re- 


quired hv the Act. But in any case the Sinn 
Fein MPs were not asking to take their seats 
in the Commons. They were merely asking 
for access to the Palace of Westminster. 
When she rehised them access just after the 
general election. Miss Boothroyd told the 
House that the I860 Act prevented MPS who 
refused to .wear or affirm from taking their 
seats. In 1*24, she said, the Speaker had 
ruled that such MPs could not be paid salary 
or expenses. She went on: "Making use of 
the power vested in the Office of the 
Speaker lo control the accommodation and 
services in the Commons parts of the 
Palace of Westminster and the precincts, I 
have decided to extend these restrictions. 
She then listed the facilities that would be 
denied Sinn Fein, including offices, passes, 
room booking and library services. 

For her to pretend to have no choice in 
the matter, then, is wrong and foolish. This 
is not a question only of who should and 
should not be allowed to sit in the Commons, 
but of advancing die cause of peace in North- 
ern Ireland. 


If she had granted Sum Femaccesio 
the Gammons, it would haVE . lhj ?™S! ts of 
den of responsibility on to 
Mr Adams. &/eiy time symb^ bameRare 
removed to Sinn Fein’s inclusion m demo- 
craticpolitics. the less Mr Adams can use 
the rhetoric of grievance 

wiih his own tribe. The PrinwlVfiiu^rKOTB 

to understand this, and shouMbe pnused 
for meeting Mr Adams in Downing Street 

nei BuUfthe oath itself were Ranged to a 
promise to serve the people and pursue ^ “Ifo- 
ertvand justice for all” (a phrase from the 
American pledge of allegiance), then that 
would really put pressure on the deep-root- 
ed Irish republican tradition of absten- 
rionism. Barristers and police officers in 
Northern Ireland have dropped the pledge 
to the Queen: why not MPS? A form of 
words should not be used which excludes 
MPs whose democratic credentials are 
good enough for the Mitchell Commission, 
and which forces many others to stand up 
for what we know they don't believe. 
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LETTERS 


BSE inquiry 


Green Japan 


Sir: A public inquiry into the 
BSE disaster is on the verge of 
being announced. As the par- 
ents of Stephen Churchill, the 
first and, as yet, youngest death 
from human BSE (new variant 
CJD) we take this opportuni- 
ty to remind those making the 
decisions that the inquiry must 
be held by a judge, as it is im- 
perative that it should have the 
right to subpoena both people 
and documents, and the judge 
must have the authority to in- 
quire into any matter that he 
sees fit, in order to seek the 
truth about what has happened. 

Whilst we are but one fam- 
ily we speak on behalf of all the 
families touched by this 
tragedy. Today we grieve for 23 
deaths but others are being 
nursed as we write. To have the 
right quality of inquiry is es- 
sential otherwise we the fami- 
lies, the nation and Europe will 
only ^ee a lower level of inquiry 
as being yet another cover-up, 
perpetuating what went be- 
fore 'under the Conservative 


Vi 


SAiriT N\miB 
OF SON £TO 


government 

We as families seek only the 
truth. We do not wish for a 
scapegoat from today's ad- 
ministration but for the real 
guilty parties to be brought to 
book: In addition we must all 
learn from the mistakes made 
so that a tragedy of this mag- 
nitude never happens again. 
DAVID CHURCHILL 
DOROTHY CHURCHILL 
De\‘bes, Wiltshire 
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Royal Opera House 


Sin Tonight (3 December) the 
Royal Ballet represents the 
United Kingdom at the festiv- 
ities marking the reopening of 
the Teatro Real in Madrid. 
From Friday the Royal Opera 
contributes to the Year of 
Opera and Music Theatre in 
East Anglia with performances 
of Britten's Paul Bunyan. Both 
events represent the essence, 
quality and range of the Royal 
Opera House and its perform- 
ing companies. 

That Mary Allen, our chief 
executive since September, 
should be so vilified in today's 
select committee report scorns 
the efforts and achievements of 
the entire organisation during 
this difficult period of transition. 
Under Ms Allen's leadership, 
we are facing up to our prob- 
lems, restructuring manage- 
ment and financial systems, 
and developing economically vi- 
able artisdc plan that will en- 


able us to return to Covent Gar- 
den with a programme that 
does justice to our redeveloped 
theatre. 

That our development con- 
tinues on time and on budget, 
while our fundraising has been 
more successful than any oth- 
er comparable capital cam- 
paign, demonstrates the 
commitment of very many peo- 
ple to achieving our goals. We 
will do this best through our 
own endeavours, by strong 
management and leadership. 
We could have no bcUer cham- 
pion of our cause than Ms 
Allen, who has our unreserved 


Director of the Royal Opera 
PHYLLIDA RITTER 
Director of the Friends of 
Covent Garden 
ANTHONY' RUSSELL- 
ROBERTS 

Administrative Director of the 
Royal Ballet 
JOHN SEEKINGS 
Development Director 
MALCOLM WARNE 
HOLLAND 
Orchestra Director 
Roval Opera House 
London WC2 


University fees 


support. 

Sir ANTHONY' DOWELL 
Director of the Royal Ballet 
KETTH COOPER 
Director of Sales and 
Marketing 
RICHARD HALL 
Director of Finance 
JOHN HARRISON 
Technical Director 
MIKE MORRIS 
Director of Personnel 
NICHOLAS PAYNE 


Sir: While you rightly remind 
your readers of the reasons why 
we have had to reform univer- 
sity funding and the fairness 
which is built into our propos- 
als. you suggest that wc have 
failed io inform potential stu- 
dents property (leader, 3 De- 
cember). This is not the case. 

I have been ready to discuss 
them and write about them at 
every opportunity. While there 
was some controversy in August 


over gap year students - which 
we speedily resolved in their 
favour - it is absurd to suggest 
that wc have been failing to pul 
forward both the arguments 
and the nature of the new 
scheme. 

We have already issued over 
half a million leaflets to sixth 
forms and further education 
colleges. We have established 
a free helpline - 0800 731 9133 
- and a website 
infotft dfce.gov.uk. We have pro- 
vided schools and colleges with 
posters highlighting the 
helpline number and we have 
taken out prominent newspa- 
per and radio advertisements. 

Of course there are diffi- 
culties in tackling misinforma- 
tion when 3 new system is 
introduced, and given the pre- 
vious government's unwilling- 
ness to tackle the university 
funding crisis there were bound 
to be. But students and uni- 
versities arc already seeing the 
benefits of change, with an ex- 
tra £165m for next year to im- 
prove standards and access. 


This will allow u> to double ac- 
cess funds, helping pan-timers 
in particular, to exempt post- 
graduate leaching students 
from course fees and to provide 
an extra £250 hardship loan to 
those who need it. 

DAVID BLUNKETT 
Secretary of State for 
Education and Employment 
House of Commons 
London S K7 


Sin Thank you for your praise 
in your leader on student tuition 
fees. But contrary to your im- 
plication, it is not the intention 
of the National Union of Stu- 
dents to frighten would-be stu- 
dents away from higher 
education to make a point in 
our campaign: the evidence is 
clear that the prospect of pay- 
ing university tuition fees is 
killing ambition among poten- 
tial students. 

Parents will not be relieved 
of their contribution towards 
their offspring's living costs. Ac- 
cess to part of the mainte- 
nance loan will be 


means-tested, so better off 
families will be denied the 
cheaper state loans. 

The tuition fee is the real de- 
terrent. This must be paid up 
front by those parents assessed 
to pay all or part of it, and con- 
trary to the repealed assertions 
by backbench Labour MPs in 
the media, there will not be a 
loan for the tuition fee. The 
Government have made this 
dear to us and clear to sixth for- 
mers and other would-be stu- 
dents in their leaflets. Letters 
and other promotional mate- 
rials, buL (he message has not 
been given to their own repre- 
sentatives, prolonging the con- 
fusion over the terrible plan for 
tuition fees. 

It is time for the Govern- 
ment to go back to the draw- 
ing board. There is no point 
inventing a new system of uni- 
versity funding unless you can 
persuade people to study. 
DOUGLAS TRAINER 
National President 
National Union of Students 
London N7 


Minimum wage 

Sir: Ian McCartney, Minister of 
State at the Department of 
Trade and Industry, is not exactly 
correct when he states (Letters, 
1 December) that “all sectors of 
business also support the prin- 
dple of a minimum wage". 

The bulk of Britain’s busi- 
nesses are either micro (less than 
10 employees) or small (less than 
50) and some 97 per cent em- 
ploy fewer than 20. While these 
may support a reasonable wage 
negotiated at local leveL many 
worry that if a statutory, national 
minimum wage is set too high 
then many will have to shed staff. 

The much-vaunted US min- 
imum wage applies only to in- 
dustry and is set so low that 
employers pay it anyway. Despite 
promises to help small busi- 
nesses, we are still to be made 
criminals, fined and penalised. 
BERNARD JUBY 
Chairman 

Trade and Industry Policy Unit 
Federation of Small Businesses 
London SW1 


After the hunt 


Ah, the thrill of the chase, the trail of the fox, the cars moving in for the final kill . . . 



MILES 

KINGTON 


“Did you know that most fox- 
es are killed not by fox-hunting 
or shooting, but by being run 
over on Lhe road? That more 
foxes arc run over than are 
culled by all other methods put 
together? Yes, fox-motoring is 
by far the best proven method 
of cutting down on fox num- 
bers! And yet Parliament is 
even now crying to make things 
more difficult for us. maybe 
even kill the sport!" 

The speaker is Bemie Pur- 
due, who lives in Kent and has 
been running over foxes almost 
as long as he can remember. He 
learnt to enjoy the sport first 
with the hunting group known 
as the Favcreham Shoppers, but 
after going out fox-motoring 
round about the county with 
different outfits, he now goes 


out with the London-Kent 
hunting group known popularly 
as the M25 Late Laic Crowd. 

“We go out four or five 
times a week, into London in 
the morning and back again in 
the evening.The evening is the 
best time for fox-motoring. 
Well, obviously, because that's 
when the fox is oul I mean, you 
can't get a fox if he's in his hole, 
can you? So wc don’t get many 
foxes in the mornings. Only rea- 
son we go oul in the mornings, 
really, is so that we can come 
back in the evening. That's 
when the fun starts. And now 
they're trying to lake it away 
from us." 

Which particular measure is 
he thinking of? After all. 
they're not trying to make fox- 
motoring illegal, are they? 


“Ail but, mate, all but. 
They’re cutting back the road- 
building programme. They're 
trying to cut back on the num- 
ber of cars. They're trying to cut 
back on the speed of cars. 
Worst of all, ihcy’re trying to get 
public transport better!” 

What’s wrong with that? 

"What's wrong with im- 
proving public transport? Oh. 
come on! When did you last 
hear of a bus running over a 
fox? They're not up lo it! Far 
too slow and unwieldy. It's 
only cars that can do it. But 
everything is being stacked 
against us. I mean, the new gov- 
ernment is already urging us to 
slow down for Christmas. How 
can we get a fox if wc slow' 
down? They are telling us we 
can't have any more roads. 


How can you lure more foxes 
out if there aren't Lhe roads to 
lure them on to? 

Bernie Purdue, as be 
speaks, is slowly getting into 
what he will be wearing for his 
run home tonight. He'll be 
putting on a nondescript coat, 
trainers, anonymous shirt and 
shabby leather gloves. It’s not 
very ... well, glamorous, is it7 

“And that’s another thing - 
people are always expecting 
fox-motorists to be all posh and 
stuck-up. wearing sheepskin 
jackets and smart caps, maybe 
even chauffeur-driven with 
smoky' windows to keep out the 
gaze of the masses ...! Well, it's 
not like that! You’ll find a real 
cross-section of the public out 
there running over foxes! Rich 
and poor, posh and humble. 


That's the glory of fox-motor- 
ing! It appeals to everyone, high 
or low. And if they tiy and wipe 
us out, it'll be a whole way of 
life gone. Do you know that the 
first recorded fox to be run over 
was in 1903, in Beckenham? 
How are we going to celebrate 
the centenary if people go on 
cracking down on the poor old 
motorist? We’ll be reduced to 
getting the occasional hedgehog 
at this rate. And have you ever 
thought of Lhe jobs that would 
be last, all the garage and ser- 
vicing and petroi-filling and 
bodywork repair jobs? All the 
simple craftsmen who depend 
on fox-motoring ...?” 

Yes. but hold on a minute. 
Surely fox-motoring is a very 
haphazard way of eliminating 
foxes? And what has he got 


against foxes anyway? 

“What have I got against...? 
You must be joking! Foxes are 
the most incredibly destructive 
animaL They cause the most 
awful damage! Paw marks all 
over the bodywork, scratches 
and bite marks on the paint- 
work. blood all over the place 
after a kill, dented panels ... 
you name it." 

Yes. but many a motorist 
could go for years without even 
seeing a fox. So what’s the 
point? 

“It’s the sport of it,” says 
Bernie simply, “ft's the exhil- 
aration of getting out there on 
the open road, headlights blaz- 
ing, knowing that any moment 
a fox might run across the 
road and under your 
wheels “ 


Might you not also get a 
stoat or rabbit or pheasant? 

“Yes, you might.” says 
Bemie, vsibly brightening. “Or 
with luck you might even get a 
cyclist." 

They're not legitimate 
game, surely? Cyclists are hu- 
man, aren't they? 

“Matter of opinion," says 
Bemie. “Anyway, all I'm saying 
is that if you've been out for a 
spin and even if you haven’t hit 
anything, you stHJ come back 
feeling on top of the world. It's 
a tremendous feeling. You'll 
never know what it’s tike if you 
don t do it. Want to come for 
a spin? Light’s fading, wildlife 
is coming out - we might cel 
something ..." 

I made an excuse and went 
back to London by train. 
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Sir You describe Japan as “a 
wasteful country, with a poor 
record on recycling” (“Japan 
fears a bumpy ride on road to 
climate deal”, 1 December). All 
evidence here points to the con- 
trary. 

At railway stations there 
are separate rubbish bins for 
newspapers, cans and bottles. 
Similarly at offices and in the 
Japanese home, rubbish must 
be separated into categories, 
otherwise it will not be taken 
away. It is common here for 
neighbours to search through 
offending rubbish in order to 
find an envelope with the ad- 
dress of the depositor on, in or- 
der to return it 

There are recycling facilities 
at supermarkets for items such 
as milk cartons (which must first 
be washed and cut and laid flat 
I'm not kidding.) There are also 
special rubbish collection days 
for items such as batteries and 
polystyrene. 

PETER JUETT . 

Saiiama, Japan 


Sin Nicholas Scboon is right to 
ask what difference it will make 
to have information on air pol- 
lution made more widely avail- 
able (“Appliance of science to 
smog alerts”, 20 November). 
The answer, of course, is that 
those who suffer ill-bealtb be- 
cause of traffic fumes, up to 15 
million in the UK, will now 
know when to stay as prisoners 
in their own homes. 

Michael Meacher may take 
pride in a reporting system 
that leads the world, but the 
desperate need now is not for 
information on how poisonous 
the air is, but for clean air it- 
self. The Government must 
commit itself lo reducing pol- 
lution by tackling the causes of 
pollution, in particular traffic. 
ANDY SPRING 
Enfield, 

Middlesex 


Sir: I think it is absolutely 
right and proper that an MP 
should put a Bill through Par- 
liament outlawing the pre- 
meditated. conscious and 
appalling abuse of helpless an- 
imals perpetrated for the rel- 
ish of an unenlightened section 
of the population. I look for- 
ward to the introduction of the 
Cruelty to Animals (Battery 
Farming) AcL 
ALAN BURLES 
London SW11 
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A political battle that the 
military is sure to win 



(\ DONALD 
MACINTYRE 

DEFENCE 

EXPENDITURE 


Not long after the election George Robert- 
son, Secretary for Defence, came to a Cab- 
inet committee meeting and cbirpily told his 
colleagues he had some good news to impart 
The German government bad now decided 
to give the Eurofighter project the go- 
ahead. His announcement failed to have the 
desired effect on at least one of his colleagues, 
Gordon Brown, Chancellor of the Exchequer, 

, who reacted by rolling his eyes heavenwards, 

■' rather as he had done a few days earlier when 
given the same information by Tbeo Waigel 
the German finance minister. 

Given that Eurofighter will gobble up 
£16bn over 30 years, Mr Brown’s evident lack 
of enthusiasm is pretty understandable. It 
also presages what could yet prove to be one 
of the big looming internal conflicts of the 
current Parliament*, whether or not the de- 
fence budget can yield up some of the mon- 
ey which is needed to fulfil the pledges to 
spend more on health and education. Ask 
almost any minister where this money will 
come from and they mention, almost me- 
chanically, social security and defence. 
These are. after all the biggest budgets. Since 
part of (he thrust of welfare reform is to re- 
duce social security spending, the DSS is a 
natural candidate for cuts. But expectations 
of defence also yielding up some of its trea- 
1 sures are also high. The uniilateralist ten- 
dency in the Labour Party is disappearing 
fast. Bul there are quite a lot of impecca- 
bly' New Labour MPs who believe there is 
plenty of peace dividend still to come. 

Savings in the defence budget are an is- 
sue tailor-made for Gordon Brown. There 
are not many issues in which it can be left- 
wing to cut public expenditure. Defence, by 
contrast, has the potential to be the Issue 
over which Brown the true Labour radical, 
and Brown the Iron Chancellor most per- 
fectly converge. The Treasury has anyway 
long been deeply sceptical of the defence 
budget. Norman Lamonl as chancellor got 
so fed up with the arguments deployed in 
favour of the arms bill, that he once wrote 
a Cabinet minute daring to question the 
point of Britain's permanent membership 
of the UN Security Council. Brown, with a 
highly developed sense of Britain’s in- 
ternational leadership role, isn't remotely 
of that cast of mind. But he has been ruth- 
less over the past few weeks in exposing el- 
ements of expenditure that the Ministry of 
Defence would no doubt rather prefer to 
keep from Treasury eyes. 

But MPS expecting deep cuts in defence 
should not get their hopes up too high. It 
isn’t generally realised quite how deep were 
the cuts made by the Tories, largely because 
it is nor in the Tories' nature to take credit 
for such a thing. Since the mid-1980s defence 
spending has been reduced by 29 per cent 
- leaving ii> share of GDP at 3.5 per cent. 


the lowest level since the 1930s. Since 1990. 
aimed forces levels, despite the current pres- 
ence in Bosnia and Northern Ireland, have 
been reduced from 315, 000 to 215,000. These 
figures are important for two reasons. First, 
they dramatise the dangers of further cuts. 
The Treasury is quite right to point out, as 
it has been doing, that the switch of £160m 
from Defence to Health this autumn passed 
without a murmur. If the Labour Party of 
the early or mid-1980s had promised any- 
thing similar, it would have been regarded 
as yet another proof of its softness on de- 
fence. But the Tories would nevertheless be 
merciless in exploiting the still raw memo- 
ries of Labour’s unilateralist past if the Gov- 
ernment continued cutting at anything like 
the rate of the previous one. 

Secondly, and this may illustrate a deep- 
er truth. Labour is not naturally the defence 
cutting party. Margaret Thatcher’s reputa- 
tion as the Iron Lady was in fact built on 
the decision of her Labour predecessor. 
James Callaghan, to raise in the late 1970s 
defence spending by 3 per cent a year - a 
growth sustained until she herself sanctioned 
reversal of that trend in around 1985. Be- 
fore the election Tony Blair promised sev- 
eral people that Labour was the party 
radically to reform the welfare state because 
Labour bad brought it into being. In the 
same way, it may be that the Tbries can cut 
defence in a way that Labour can’L 

But this has to do with more than just 
mere electoral politics. It has equally to do 
with Blair’s own vision of Britain's role in 
the world, expressed most forcibly in the 
Mansion House speech. This was the most 
unequivocal statement yet of his view that 
“we need strong defence, not just to defend 
our country, but for British influence abroad 
... we must not reduce our capability to ex- 
ercise a role on the international stage.” The 
composition of the Ministry of Defence is, 

I think, no accident. Three of the ministers. 
Lord Gilbert, John Spellar and Robertson 
himself, are bastions of the old Labour right, 
veterans of tbe anti-uoiflateralist struggles 
of the 1980s. It’s true that the aimed forces 
minister John Reid has different political an- 
tecedents; but as a close ally of Nefl Kin- 
nock in the early 1980s he worked hard to 
edge Labour's defence policy back to the 
political mainstream. He also happens to be- 
lieve strongly in a role for the armed forces 
which goes well beyond readiness for the 
post-Cold War threats, such as Iraq, and into 
that of peacekeeping and engagement 
which may not be confined to the direct pro- 
motion of British interests. 

There will no doubt be big changes as a 
result of both the Strategic Defence Review 
and the parallel. Treasury-led comprehen- 
sive spending review of defence. There will 
be new efficiencies; including, no doubt, an 
end to the triplication of many bureaucrats 
and military staff serving each of the three 
services. I would not bet on the Government 
buying all of the 232 Eurofighter aircraft to 
which they are committed. More tanks will 
be mothballed on the European front than 
the Army would like. But some of those who 
call most vociferously for cuts are also, as 
the left-wing MP Andrew McKinley point- 
ed out in a Commons defence debate last 
month, those who will say fastest that 
something must be done if war breaks out 
again in Bosnia. There will be a battle with- 
in the Cabinet, especially if welfare reform 
fails to yield the social security cuts hoped 
for it. There may be some modest savings 
to be used for health and education. But de- 
fence is unlikely to prove the pot of gold that 
some other spending ministers hope and ex- 
pect it to be. 


There’s no escape from the world 
of the global commercial 
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It is tbe year 2011 There is a 
Teletubbies revival and Baby 
Spice has just taken over as the 
new landlady of the Queen Vic 
Internet Salon in EastEnders. 
Tony Blair is still everywhere. He 
may no longer be Prime Minis- 
ter but be appears regularly on 
our TV screens advertising a 
new chain of restaurants, Plan- 
et Politics. Having already done 
rather well out of endorsing pri- 
vate health care plans, he. Bill 
Clinton and Lionel Jospin have 
got together a nice little fran- 
chise in which you can eat 
turkey burgers - the last re- 
maining cow was publicly exe- 
cuted several years ago amidst 
a display of digitally mastered 
world leaders. 

Others of his ex-ministeis are 
also cashing in. There is Lady 
Mowlam in another wacky 
Guinness commercial and ft ter 
Mandelson flogging the very lat- 
est surveillance technology, 
Harriet Hannan has endorsed 
the latest contraceptive device 
(a form of electronic tagging), 
while Jack Straw has been re- 
duced to voice-overs for per- 
sonal alarms. No one begrudges 
them tbe money though; there 
is a feeling among the advertis- 
ing industry that celebrity en- 
dorsements are no longer wbere 
it's at. There are just so many 
damn celebrities selling so many 
damn products that the public 
has become scepticaL Market re- 
search shows that the only 
celebrities the public trusts are 
the ones who refuse to adver- 
tise dogfood, and since Dennis 
Skinner bas cornered that mar- 
ket, that leaves hardly anyone. 

Actually this future is not so 
far off. Nigel Lawson, Ken Liv- 
ingstone, Denis Healey, Fergie, 
George Bush and Henry 
Kissinger, among others, have 
all lent their name to one ad 
campaign or another. Mikhail 
Gorbachev, the last leader of the 
Soviet Union, is the latest to suc- 
cumb to the lure of filthy lucre. 
He has just shot a television 
commercial for Pizza Hut for 
which it is reported that he was 
paid close to a Sim. 

In the ad he arrives at Pizza 
Hut by limousine and tbe oth- 
er diners notice him. One pipes 
up, “Because of him, we have 
economic confusion.” A 



Pizza salesman: a foretaste of Mikhail Gorbachev's uew < 
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younger man disagrees, saying, 
“Because of him we have great 
opportunity.” Some argument 
takes place until an older 
woman says, “Because of him we 
have things tike Pizza Hut.” 
Everyone rises and give a stand- 
ing ovation to Mr Gorbachev, 
holding their pizza slices aloft in 
tribute. The former leader does 
not actually eat any pizza but 
smiles benignly as his grand- 
daughter tucks in. 

There are no plans to show 
tbe advert in Russia, which is just 
as well as Gorbachev is ex- 
tremely unpopular there. The ad 

has already been ridiculed by the 

Russian press; but since leaving 
office, Gorbachev has done a 
number of odd jobs. He has 
been a newspaper columnist, af- 
ter-dinner speaker and ap- 
peared in a Wim Wenders film 
talking about Dostoevsky. He 
has also made another ad, for 
Apple computers in Germany. 
Yet he realises that this Pizza 
Hut commercial is a new step. 
He had previously considered it 
‘'unsuitable” for someone of his 
standing But as Marx didn’t say 
in the ideological battle be- 
tween capitalism and commu- 
nism, fast food will always 
triumph. 

Does buying up “integrity” in 
the form of endorsements from 
ex-politicians really work? Gor- 
by gets his dosh and Pizza Hut 
gets an ad that people will talk 
about for a week or so; but will 
it make us buy more pizza, 
which is what h is ail in aid of? 


Tb see a former world leader ad- 
vertising a rather tacky food 
chain has novelty value, but sure- 
ly in some way it devalues the 
reputation of that leader. In our 
hearts we know that politics and 
commerce are not two mutual- 
ly exclusive areas, but much of 
the time we like to pretend that 
they are. The idea tint all politi- 
cians can be bought, one that we 
are unfortunately famili ar with, 
eventually contributes to our 
lack of respect for them. The 
sight of ftrgje desperately slurp- 
ing cranberry juice is not a 
pretty one, yet Fergie really 
has nothing to lose in the cred- 
ibility stakes. 

However, even non-politi- 
cians have to be careful here. 
The Spice Girls have made the 
mistake of lending their names 
to so many products that their 
endorsement has become 
meaningless- cola, crisps, body 
spay. You name it they have 
overkilled it. The result is that 
their own branding has suf- 
fered. 

While it may be easy to crit- 
icise particular individuals for 
selling out to the ad industry, the 
real story in advertising is not 
about celebrities as products but 
about the way advertising now 
forms the environment in which 
we live. The refusal of the Gov- 
ernment to ban tobacco adver- 
tising was in part an admission 
that it could not effectively en- 
force such a ban. 

The current battle between 
Adidas and Nike about who is 


to be most viable during the 
1998 World Cup finals involves 
huge sums of money - Adidas 
bas paid £20m to be one of the 
official sponsors of the tourna- 
ment - as well as complicated 
strategies to ambush each oth- 
er’s ad campaigns. As it is, an 
estimated 500 rnillkm people will 
watch the games, and it will only 
take a small percentage of them 
to go out and buy these train- 
ers for either company to boom. 
Even those who don't buy them 
will have great brand recogni- 
tion. Indeed this kind of spon- 
sorship gives these companies 
such sophisticated and ubiqui- 
tous product placement that 
Nike was happy to pay £250m 
over 10 years to sponsor BraziL 
Much of leisure, whether it 
involves sports or computing, 
takes place in environments 
that are totally monopolised by 
huge companies - from Nike to 
ftpsi to Microsoft - that are be- 
coming virtually impossible to 
regulate. This is part of what 
globalisation means. There is lit- 
tle in the culture that cannot be 
used to seD to us. One by one, 
every “classic” pop song is used 
up, whatever the reputation of 
its creators. Thus the \felvet Un- 


Memo to the Iron Chancellor: don't pick fights you can't win 
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This may not ho the decent mo- 
ment to do so, but cast your 
mind back to the last time 
Britain held the Presidency’ of 
the European Union, five long 
years ago. This morning. Tony 
Blair ushers in our six-month 
term with some New Labour 
fun and games at Waterloo Sta- 
tion - a rousing speech, flash- 
ing videos and further national 
rebranding, all in the presence 
of dignitaries disgorged from a 
Eurosiar train, symbol of our 
unbreakable tics with the lands 
beyond the Channel. 

In fact of course wc don't 
stan the job until January 1. bul 
custom now dictates that the in- 
coming Presidency rings the cel- 
ebratory bells a few weeks 
early. And this time they will 
have a distinctly' sweeter chime. 
Labour after all has placed it- 
self squarely “al the heart of 
Europe” and broken the self- 
defeating cycle of Tory Euro- 
scepticism. 

Or has it? Yes. there are new 
players, and the mood music 
has changed almost beyond 
recognition. But consider, un- 
easily, a couple of parallels be- 
tween today and the second half 
of 1992. Then as now. a mod- 
est whiff of Europhilia was 
abroad in the land. The Maas- 
tricht treaty on European union 
had just been signed and John 
Major had secured his opt-out 
from the Social Chapter, sup- 


posedly saving Britain from 
creeping Euro-socialism. The 
federal beast, it had been 
proved, could be tamed. Maybe 
Europe wasn't so bad after all. 
We all know- what happened 
next 

First Denmark rejected the 
Maastricht Treaty. Then that 
psychological setback was 
dwarfed by the humiliation of 
Black Wednesday, as the pound 
crashed out of the ERM. This 
time of course, there's no risk 
of watching half the Bank of 
England's reserves evaporate 
over the duration of a banker's 
lunch. Bul once again trouble 
is brewing over money - to be 
precise, the institutional 
arrangements for the ERM's 
successor, the single currency. 

Tbe Blair prime ministership 
will certainly not be destroyed 
by the issue as Major's was by 
Black Wednesday. Bul after six 
months of sweet-talk, the hon- 
eymoon with Europe is abrupt- 
ly over. Gordon Brown is 
sulking and the Government is 
sounding, and acting. Old Tory. 
With one important difference, 
however. The Conservatives 
knew they could expect feu- 
favours in Brussels. Labour is 
getting the reverse of what it 
expected. 

The row. to recap, is over 
whether Britain should be rep- 
resented on Euro-X, the in- 
formal committee of Finance 


Ministers from the 11 (of 15) 
EU members who will sign up 
for the single currency launch 
in January 1999. Mr Brown, 
struggling to preserve Britain's 
claim to be a European pace- 
setter. says wc cannot be ex- 
cluded from what might 
become a crucial decision- 
making body. To which tbe 
others retort that Britain can- 
not have its cake and eat it - 
or. in the charming formulation 
of France’s finance minister, 
that tbe common currency is a 
marriage, and “partners in a 
marriage do not want anyone 
else in the bedroom”. And 
that was thaL Our Iron Chan- 
cellor left with a flea in his ear, 
and a lesson learnt the hard 
way: don’t pick fights you can’t 
win. 

For whatever happens, the 
Euro-dub members will confer 
regularly among themselves 
on economic policy. The 
British can throw the rule- 
book at them and prevent 
them meeting on EU premis- 
es on the grounds that some 
EU members are being ex- 
cluded; in which case the 11 can 
repair to a local brasserie to de- 
liberate. or do the whole thing 
by conference call between 
their capitals. If they don't 
warn the British along, they 
won't have them. 

And to make matters worse, 
the quarrel was unnecessary. 


even counter-productive. All it 
bas done is raise the profile of 
a committee which the Ger- 
mans anyway would have made 
sure did not interfere with 
Bonn’s goal of a single currency 
managed by a European cen- 
tral bank as austere, unbend- 
ing and apolitical as the 
Bundesbank. And where had 
Mr Brown got the idea he 
might get in? Certainly not 
from the French at the Canary 
Wharf s ummit last month. Per- 
haps from the Germans. But 
force the Germans to choose 
between France and Britain on 
an article of European faith 
such as the single currency, and 
they’U go with the French. 
Thus was another miscalcula- 
tion exposed. The Govern- 
ment thought that simply by 
dint of the fact they were not 
Tory, and because they talked 
positively about the European 
enterprise, their partners 
would fall over themselves to 
accommodate every British de- 
mand. Not so. 

But all is far from lost. De- 
spite the Euro-X spat, this 
Government is infinitely more 
benignly regarded in Europe 
than its squabbling and bloody- 
minded predecessor. And so to 
Waterloo and the Presidency, a 
six-month turn under the lights. 
Thie, Britain will be on the side- 
lines as the key EMU derisions 
are taken (who’s in. and at what 


derground can sell us tyres, 
Lou Reed the BBC and Janis 
Joplin's ironic ditty "Ob lord 
wont you buy me a Mercedes 
Benz” is used without a trace of 
irony to sell us Mercedes Benz. 

All of this means that the ex- 
istence of a space outride of ad- 
vertising. outside of 
consumerism, becomes smaller 
and smaller. When everything 
and everyone becomes pure 
product to help shift other ptod- 
. uct, then maintaining brand 
recognition takes up more and 
more time, space and money. 
The stimulation of consumer de-.; 
sire is a massive operation. 

In such a context, ex-world 
leaders like Goiby, selling their 
souls for a slice from the big 
pizza, are actually small fry, be- 
cause when everyone and every- 
thing is for sale, because when 
it is assumed that ultimately 
every one has their price, we are 
all cheapened. It is not the ads 
that arc beamed into our hving 
rooms that we need to worry 
about as much as tbe fact that 
the backdrop of much of our 
lives is now little but an adver- 
tising hoarding. Gorby should 
have just said no. The rest of us 
don't have much choice. 


exchange rates). But Messrs 
Blair, Brown, Cook and the as- 
sembled cast wilL have every op- 
portunity to shine, organising 50 
summits and ministerial meet- 
ings over the six months, setting 
agendas, launching EU en- 
largement and driving through 
decisions on the environment, 
drugs and crime fi ghting — ail 
grist for the Blairite mill of a 
“People’s Europe." And final- 
ly there is the “bully pulpit” 
power of fee EU presidency, of 
which the Government is mak- 
ing much. 

But as Mr Brown found out 
this week, you can bully Europe 
only so far. More important is 
this new chance of reminding 
fee domestic audience of fee 
merits of the European Union. 
"Message” is something this 
Government excels at. There 
will be glitzy logos and catchy 
initiatives, all dkigned to im- 
plant the notion that Europe - 
and by extension the single 
currency the Government in- 
sists it wants to join - is a good 
thing. But first that Euro X busi- 
ness must be buried. Let Mr 
Blair grasp whatever face-saver 
is on offer at next weekend's 
Luxembourg summit, for noth- 
ing would do more to spoil bis 
Presidency than endless head- 
lines proclaiming “New Row 
over Europe". It wouldn’t be 
1992 all over again, but it could 
get very messy. 


NEW FROM PENTAX: OUR SMALLEST 
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Alsthom flotation 
arms GEC with 
£2.5bn war chest 
for acquisitions 


GEC yesterday launched a long- 
awaited restructuring by 
announcing the flotation of the 
Anglo-French joint venture GEC- 
AJsthom, a £300m share buy-back 
and further disposals of UK 
industrial businesses. Once 
completed, the managing director 
George Simpson will have a 
£2. 5 bn cash pile at his disposal. 
Michael Harrison examines how 
he might spend it. 

The data Lion of GEC-Alsthom will take 
place id the first half of nett year and is ex- 
pected to value the power systems and trans- 
portation group at between £4bn and 
£5bn. GEC and Alcatel Alsthom are sell- 
ing off 52 per cent of their combined hold- 
ings and have agreed not to dispose of (he 
remaining 48 per cent for a year after the' 
dotation. 

On flotation, the company will be re- 
named Alsthom and will be listed in Paris. 
London and New York with headquarters 
in France. The sale will net GEC between 
£ Ibn and £ I _3bn. Together with the £300m 
GEC expects to raise from the disposals of 
other UK subsidiaries and the £1.2bn al- 
ready in the balance sheet. GEC will have 
a war chest of £2 .5b cl 

The proceeds will be used to finance ac- 
quisitions to bolster GEC’s defence elec- 
tronics business Marconi but Mr Simpson 
did not rule out returning more capital to 
shareholders in if it could not find businesses 
that would produce a satisfactory return. 

The City broadly welcomed yesterday's 
announcements, the first real fruits of the 
restructuring programme since Mr Simp- 
son arrived from Lucas 15 months ago and 
set out his blueprint for the future of the 
business in July. Pre-tax profits for the first 
half were 5 per cent higher before excep- 
tional items at £442m, broadly in line with 
expectations. The shares rose 13.5p to 


403.5p. Although GEC had been pl anning 
to sell all of its 50 per cent stake in GEC 
Alsthom, Mr Simpson described the par- 
tial flotation as “a perfectly satisfactoiy out- 
come". GEC and Alcatel will appoint an 
equal number of non-executive directors to 
the board and Mr Simpson said he did not 
expect the senior management of the com- 
pany to alter. 

The scale of the buy-back was limited 
by tax complications since share repurchases 
are classed as distributions for tax purposes 
and therefore liable to Advanced Corpo- 
ration Tax ( ACT). GEC has authority to re- 
purchase up to £1 .bbn of its capital but had 
it gone for a bigger buy-back it would have 
been left with surplus ACT when the lax 
is abolished In April. 1999. 

Mr Simpson would not be drawn oq tbe 
likely targets for GEC’s acquisition spree 
but analysts were sceptical of how easy it 
would be for the group to find suitable deals. 
Last month it lost out to British Aerospace 
in the bidding for Siemens Defence Elec- 
tronics and for the time being tbe French 
have ruled out foreign participation in the 
privatisation of the defence electronics 
group Thomson CSF. 

Despite this Mr Simpson was upbeat, 
predicting that the re-organisation of the 
French defence industry would prove the 
prelude to it joining in a wider European 
consolidation that would inevitably in- 
volve GEC. 

The LlK industrial businesses which 
GEC expects to sell include its semi-con- 
ductor subsidiary GPS. Marconi Instru- 
ments and its aircraft chartering business. 
A handful of international trading busi- 
nesses are also being sold. 

Mr Simpson said GEC was continuing 
to work with Siemens to “reposition" their 
joint telecoms venture GPT Having at first 
seemed intent on selling its 60 per cent 
stake, GEC may now hold onto it and may 
even seek to buy out Siemens holding. 

GEC will appoint a new chairman ear- 
ly in the new year to succeed Lord Prior , 
who retires in March. ' r 



At liberty to differ: Brian Myerson (left) and Denis Cassidy 


Gloves off as family feud erupts at Liberty 

A bitter family feud has broken 
out in the battle for control of 
Liberty, the upmarket Regent 
Street retailer. The founding 
Stewart-Liberty family looked 
certain to succeed in its attempt 
to oust the group’s chairman. But 
yesterday the board said it had 
the support of three other 
branches of the Liberty family 
dynasty. As the insults start to fly, 

Nigel Cope , City Correspondent, 
looks at a messy squabble. 

The Liberty board is now claiming it has 
the backing of 34 per cent of the group's 
shareholders and has a fighting chance of 
defeating a motion to oust Denis Cassidy, 
the group's chairman, at an emergency 
meeting next Thursday. The board says its 
support comes from several institutional 


m 




investors ( 18 per cent) and three branch- 
es of the family who are cousins of the Stew- 
art-Libertys 1 16 per cent). 

This group consists of around 25 mem- 
bers of the Black more, Moffett and 
Codb'ng families. They are all descendants 
of Emma Louise Blaekmore. the second 
wife of Liberty’s original founder. Arthur 
Lazenbv Liberty. As the couple had no chil- 
dren. control of the company passed to the 
Stewart- Liberty family. 

Some insiders say that the Blaekmores. 
Codlings and Moffetts may have decided 
to back the board as they have been un- 
impressed with the performance of the 
company in which the Slew art- Liberty’s 
have long had a dominant role. The oth- 
er branches of the family have never had 
any management input into the business. 

It is clear lhai the battle tor control has 
caused a serious ritt between the various 
family factions. One family member back- 
ing the board said yesterday: "What the 
family has done is devious and despica- 


ble and we cannot understand why Eliz- 
abeth Stewart-Liberty (who requisitioned 
the EGM in October) is taking this ac- 
tion.” 

Elizabeth Stewart-Liberty. the widow 
of the group’s previous chairman, .Arthur, 
requisitioned the meeting to oust Denis 
Cassidy because the family was unhappy 
over the company’s performance and the 
board’s plans to spend £43m on re-devel- 
oping tbe group’s flagship Mock Tudor 
store in London's Regent Street. The plans 
include a food hall and restaurant on the 
upper floor. 

She joined forces with rebel investor Bri- 
an Myerson who has a 17 per cenL stake 
even though she had been strongly criti- 
cal of him in the past. The concert party 
now has tbe backing of 47 per cent of the 
votes. 

However, the rest of the board have said 
that if Mr Cassidy goes they may fed in 
an untenable position. The advisers have 
all threatened to resign while the group’s 


bankers may review the funding support 
for the refurbishment. 

Tbe board was in upbeat mood ves-. 
terday and has sent out an additional cir-_ 
cularto investors. Andrew Garety, finance 
director said: “We think the vote will be 
very close. This is why we have sent out 
another document to remind people that 
they will not be wasting their vote." 

Odile Griffith, the financial represen- 
tative of the Stewart-Liberty family, dis- 
puted the board’s level, of support 
yesterday and said the family was confident 
they would win. “Come Thursday, every- 
thing will be revealed." 

Though Mr Cassidy and the board still 
look unlikely to win there are still sever- 
al blocks of votes to play for. There are sev- 
eral institutions account for 13 percent of 
the company, which have yet to show their 
hand. But the final outcome could well 
come down to the few hundred., private 
shareholders who conirof five per cent of 
the comDanv. 


Reuters in £1 .5bn shareholder handout Another executive sissiuiARMm 


to go at BSkyB 


Reuters finally found a 
home for its growing 
cash pile yesterday with 
an innovative scheme to 
return £l.5bn to 
its shareholders. 

Peter Thai Larsen finds that 
a whole host of other 
companies are waiting to 
follow suit in swapping 
debt for equity. 

The financial information 
provider is effectively bidding 
for itself. A new holding com- 
pany- Reuters Group pic - is 
to offer 13 new shares and 
£13.60 in cash for every 15 
existing Reuters shares. The 
move will return a total of 
£l-5bn to shareholders, leaving 
the company with net debt on 
its balance sheet for the first 
time since 1981. 

Rob Rowley, finance director, 
said the move would improve the 
company's return on capital. 


The Prudential yesterday 
admitted it had yet again 
missed another deadline 
for dealing with top 
priority pensions mis- 
selling cases. But, in a 
conciliatory move, the 
company has despatched 
£7.4m to those 
customers whose cases 
have yet to be 
completed. Lea Paterson 
reports. 

The Prudential, the UK’s 
largest pensions provider, has 
missed its third pensions review 
target the* year. Its regulator, the 
Financial Services Authority 
l FSA). wanted it to complete all 
31.000 of its top-priority pen- 
sions mis-selling cases by the 
end of last month. But yester- 
day. the company said Lhai dif- 
ficulties in obtaining data meant 


“When you have cash earning a 
5 per cent return and share- 
holders looking for 10 per cent 
you have a bit of a drag on your 
performance," he explained. 

Mr Rowley said the plan 
would cost Reuters about £30m 
in one-off tax and other costs, 
but avoided the huge Advance 
Corporation Tax (ACT) bill 
that share buybacks normally 
incur. “If we had not done this 
the scale of the deal would have 
been limited to half the size." 
he said. Although Gordon 
Brown, the Chancellor, an- 
nounced the abolition of ACT 
last month, it will not be fully 
phased out until 1999. 

Investors have long criticised 
Reuters for boarding cash. An at- 
tempt to return £613m to share- 
holders last year was thwarted 
when the Inland Revenue 
changed the rules on tax credits 
attached to special dividends. 
However. Reuters said the new 
scheme had fall approved Inland 
Revenue approval. 

The announcement went 


it had completed only 91 per 
cent of cases. “With hindsight, 
we underestimated the com- 
plexity of the exercise", said 
John Elbourne, managing di- 
rector of Prudential Assurance. 

However, last weekend, the 
Pru sent out £7.4m in cheques 
to the 3,000 people whose cas- 
es the company his been unable 
to complete. Families of cus- 
tomers who have died during 
the review will each receive 
£10.000. Those who have retired 
will receive £2.500. 

Mr Elbourne was keen to 
stress yesterday that the advance 
payments had “no strings at- 
tached". Customers who cash in 
their cheques are not obliged to 
accept, the Pro's final offer. 
Nor will customers have to re- 
pay the Pro if the final offer falls 
short of the advance payment 

In recent months, the Pru 
has been subjected to stinging 
criticism from hoih Helen Lid- 
dell, the Economic Secretary to 
the Treasury, and the FSA 


down well with investors, who 
pushed Reuters shares up 3Q5p 
to 710p. “It’s good news," said 
an analyst. “It should improve 
their return on capital." 

Tbe move is expected to re- 
lease a wave of capital from oth- 
er companies eager to hand 
back cash to shareholders. SBC 
Warburg Dillon Read, the mer- 
chant bankwhich designed the 
Reuters scheme, is talking to at 
least another six companies 
with similar plans. “The 
pipeline is fuller now than it has 
ever been." said corporate fi- 
nancier Max Ziff. 

Warburgs calculates that 
over£9.5bn has been relumed 
to shareholders by companies 
since October 1996. But that’s 
just a small proportion of the 
amounts companies could hand 
back. “UK pic is undergeared 
compared with the rest of the 
world." said Mark Tinker, UK 
equity strategist at investment 
bank UBS. “ 

He calculates that if British 
companies took on the same 


l then known as the Securities 
Investment Board) for drag gin g 
its feet in the pensions mis- sell- 
ing review. 

The company missed regu- 
latory deadlines in both June 
and September, prompting the 
FSA to declare in October 
that the Pro had failed to act 
with "due skill, care and dili- 
gence". Following this “nam- 
ing and shaming". Sir Peter 
Davis, the Pro's chief executive, 
publicly apologised to the vic- 
tims of mis-selling. Speaking on 
BBC2's The Money Pro- 
gramme. he said: “We're very 
sorry about those who have 
been hurt and we're doing 
everything we can to try and 
deal with the issues". 

The Pro's advance payments 
are not substitutes for frill rec- 
ompense for pensions mis-sell- 
ing, as emphasised by both the 
FSA and the Treasury yesterday. 
A spokesperson for the FSA 
said: “Measures that are bene- 
ficial to investors are always wel- 


level of debt as companies 
elsewhere, they would be able 
to buy back shares worth 
£100bn. Cash-rich companies 
like Marks & Spencer and Bass 
are prime candidates to take on 
more debt. 

Mr Tinker said the abolition 
of dividend tax credits in July's 
budget had reduced the attrac- 
tion of dividends for investors 
making it easier for companies 
to buy back shares. However, the 
continued existence of ACT - 
which requires companies to pay 
tax up front on any money they 
pay to shareholders — made 
large buybacks impossible, 
prompting groups like Reuters 
to devise complex schemes that 
avoided ACE 

Now that ACT is to be 
abolished, however, compa- 
nies will be free to buy back as 
many shares as they like. In- 
deed, Reu lers announced yes- 
terday that, in addition to the 
£Ubn pay out. it would buy 
back shares worth £200ra 
during 1998. 


come, but this does not mean 
that the cases are complete". A 
spokesperson for the Treasury 
agreed, saving: “We welcome it 
[the advance payment initiative] 
as an earnest of good faith, but 
it is not a proper substitute for 
a prompt, full and fair 
settlement". 

Mr Elbourne said yesterday 
that the Pru had been unable to 
meet last month's regulatory 
target because customers had 
failed to return information 
essentia] to the review. The Pro 
hopes that the weekend's ad- 
vance payments will prompt cus- 
tomers io provide tbe data the 
company needs. Mr Elbourne 
added that the Pro has re- 
ceived 500 calls to a special pen- 
sions helpline since the cheques 
were despatched. 

The Pro's next deadline is 
the end of December, by which 
time it is required to complete 
90 per cent of lower priority, so- 
called “Priority Two and 
Three", cases. 


BSkyB is bracing itself for the 
resignation of another senior 
member of staff as Jeremy 
Boulton, director of pro- 
gramme acquisitions, is poised 
to quit the satellite broadcast- 
er for a similar position at the 
newly invigorated ITV. 

According to well-placed 
industry sources. Mr BouUon 
is to join ITV as controller of 
acquisitions, replacing Jeff 
Ford, who left recently for 
Channel Five. The move will 
come as a blow to BSkyB 
which, under its new chief ex- 
ecutive. Mark Booth, is trying 
to increase its investments in 
programming. 

Mr Booth, who formally 
look over from Sam Chisholm 
last month, said earlier this 
week that BSkyB would start 
making made-for-television 
Dims with budgets of up to £5m. 
The satellite broadcaster has 
also been looking at taking mi- 
nority slakes in independent 
production companies, al- 
though it is now thought to have 
backed away from that ap- 
proach. 

The latest departure fol- 
lows a succession of senior 
staff changes triggered by the 
exit of Mr Chisholm. He re- 
signed in the summer due to ill 
health, and his deputy. David 
Chance, also said he was step- 
ping down, although he re- 
mains as a consultant. Since 


Up to 25 million households are 
to face higher mortgages from 
next year following the decision 
by the Halifax, the L l K's largest 
lender, lo raise the cost of bor- 
rowing, The news dampened 
the relief felt across the coun- 
try after the Bank of England's 
Monetary Policy Committee 
voted to keep the base rate on 
hold at 7215 per cent. 

Halifax wfll raise its standard 
variable mortgage rate by 0.25 
per cent from 8.45 per cent lo 
8.70 per cent immediately for 
new borrowers, and from Jan- 


then. Richard Brooke, finance 
director, has quit. and. most re- 
cently. Jim Hytner. marketing 
director, left the company to 
take up the same post at 
Channel Five. 

The resignations - combined 
with regulatory challenges - 
have hit the company's share 
price hard. From a peak of 
662.5p early in the year. BSkyB 
has plunged to just over the 
450p mark. Last night, the 
company dosed up 6.75p at 
461p. 

Mr Boulton was not avail- 
able for comment last night, and 
[TV Network Centre also re- 
fused to return calls. 

However. Mr Booth said at 
the beginning of the week that 
there was likely to be continued 
turnover among BSkyB ’s top 
management. 

Mr Boulton’s decision to 
join ITV comes at a challeng- 
ing time for the network. 
Richard Eyre, formerly chief ex- 
ecutive of Capital Radio, was 
appointed chief executive of 
ITV earlier this year, with a 
brief to unify the disparate 
owners of independent televi- 
sion, and revive tbe dwindling 
audience share. Mr Eyre was 
joined in August by David Lid- 
diment, previously Granada 
Broadcasting managing direc- 
tor. who became director of 
programmes. 

— Cathy Newman 


uary 1 for existing borrowers, 
adding £7.54 to the current an- 
nual monthly mortgage pav- 
menL on a repayment mortgage 
of £373.77 on a £50.00 loan.~ 
It said it was a delayed re- 
action to the last increase in in- 
terest rates. Deputy chief 
executive Gren Folwell said: 
“We believe that this will not 
have a detrimental effect upon 
the housing market and we are 
optimistic what the continued 
gradual improvement in house 
prices will continue into 1998." 
Base rates unchanged, page 27 
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OUTLOOK 

ON THE DANGERS OF 

REUTERS-STYLE 

CAPITAL 

DISTRIBUTIONS AND 
THE FUTURE OF GEC 


The lazy route to enhanced return on capital 


There is nothing particularly new in share 
buy-backs, special dividends, capital re- 
constructions and tbe like, but they do seem 

to be sweeping corporate Britain right now 
as never before; the business of handing out 
large amounts of cash to shareholders has 

very definitely become a phenomenon. 

Reuters and GEC yesterday became the 
latest to catch the bug - the former with a 
f 15bn distribution, the latter with a £30Qm 
buy-back and the promise of more to come. 
It was tempting to think that Kenneth 
Clarke, the former chancellor, effectively 
killed these thing; off when be cracked down 
on dividend tax credits just ahead of his last 
budge L Remove the tax incentive, and cap- 
ital distribution schemes would lose much 
of their appeal was the general view. Not 
a bit of it. Since then, £95bn has been re- 
turned to shareholders over and above or- 
dinary dividends and there are now more 
of these things in the pipeline than ever be- 
fore. 

What’s causing companies to hare down 
this route? Are these handouts just another 
fee earning devise for investment bankers, 
a temporary and possibly financially quite 
dangerous corporate fad, or are there 
good reasons for companies to be doing 
this? Like most things comraerdaL the fash- 
ion comes from the United Stales, where 
capital distributions of the type launched 
by Reuters yesterday are now so common 
that they often go unreported. 

Reuters and its advisers, SBC Wsrburg, 
have come up with a clever new way of per- 
forming the trick, even if it amounts to just 
a variant of ihe same thing; the company 


is bidding for itself. The effect is to struc- 
ture the transaction as an exercise in cap- 
ital rather than an income distribution, and 
thus allow Reuters to avoid paying advance 
corporation taxon the whole thing. This is 
particularly important for Reuters, since 
most of its earnings are overseas and it 
would therefore be unable to of&el the ACT 
against its main UK tax bill 

Most companies are not in this position, 
and in any case would probably find the 
Reuters approach just too complicated and 
expensive to tty. All the same, virtually every 
company runs up against some sort of ACT 
problem when it attempts a distribution of 
this sort, even though most can eventual- 
ly offset the extra ACT liability against their 
main stream tax. All impediments will cease 
in April 1999, when ACT is abolished, and 
it will then be no holds barred. If you think 
there are already far too many capital dis- 
tributions, just wait dll then. According to 
one estimate, there is £10Qbn of potential 
for handouts in the UK stock market 

In business there are two ways of im- 
proving return on capital and thus share- 
holder value. One way is the self evident 
and wholly commendable one of striving for 
improved efficiency and general business 
success. But if this seems too much like hard 
work, there may be another. Plainly the rate 
of return also goes up if the cost of capital 
is reduced Since debt is always a good deal 
cheaper than equity, because it is general- 
ly considered a less risky form of capital it 
can obviously make sense to replace the eq- 
uity with debt. 

Some companies can halve the cost of 


their capital in this way, and produce a cor- 
responding rise in the rate of return. This 
is very much the la 2 y route to improved re- 
turn on capital, so it is not hard to see why 
it appeals to so many executives. 

However, there are obvious dangers. If 
companies load themselves up with too 
much debt they may become unable to fimd 
their interest costs when the economy 
turns nasty. That's probably not going to 
happen with a company as large and fi- 
nancially robust as Renters, hut it is possi- 
ble with small er more cyclical companies 
which have perhaps been forced too far 
down this road by a hostile takeover bid 

Furthermore, the phenomenon may 
have some adverse effect on direct invest- 
ment in the economy. Logically it shouldn't, 
since reducing the cost of capital in a com- 
pany should improve tbe expected rate of 
return on new investment and therefore 
make managements even keener to invest 
in new projects. However, this is very 
much theoretical business school mindset 
which though It might strike a cord among 
sane FTSE 100 companies, doesn’t belong 
to the real world of ordinary business. For 
most companies, having cash in the bank 
makes the difference between making do 
with the old machinery and buying the new. 

Tbe argument for buy-backs also suffers 
from a fatal flaw. By loading up with debt, 
the company increases the cost of its eq- 
uity, since by definition the remaining eq- 
uity must become more risky. In very 
hi^ily geared companies, the cost erf the debt 
may also become excessive, simply because 
no one will lend on any other terms. In oth- 


er words, there may be no net benefit to 
the cost of capital 

To assess tbe real effect of all these cap- 
ital repayments on the fabric of our com- 
panies, we are going to have to await the 
next recession and cyclical peakin interest 
rates. Some companies are going to regret 
they ever listened to the investment hankers; 
In the meantime, everyone makes hay. 

GEC will still have 

money to spend 

Reuters rather stole GEC’s thunder with 

its blockbuster buy-back but if George Simp- 
son can successfully complete the recon- 
struction of the empire bequeathed by Lead 
Weinstock, then he will not mind too 
much. The strategy as set out is simplicity 
itself. Sell off the joint ventures in trains, 
planes and telecoms and reinvest the cash 
in acquisitions to turn Marconi into awodd 
beating defence electronics business. Un- 
fortunately, life is Tardy that straightforward 
in the world of international defence man- 
ufacturing. 

A year and a bit into the task, progress 
remains patchy. Mr Simpson i nh erited a 
business with a hopelessly inefficient balance 
sheet and a risk-averse culture. He has gone 
some way to addressing the latter handicap, 
notably with tbe stre amlining of the man- 
agement and the appointment as finance di- 
rector of John Mayo from Zeneca, who can 
be relied upon to ginger things up. 

But the net effect of yesterday's an- 


nouncements, not withstanding the£30Qm 
share buyback, will be to leave the balance 
sheet groaning under more not less cadi sit- 
ting on deposit at Barclays. The flotation 
of GEC A&ham should bring in £lbn while 
another £300m is likely to be raised from 
the disposal of the rump of GEC’s UK in- 
dustrial businesses. Together with the 
£1 3bn already on hand, Mr Simpson will 
have a war chest of some £2L5bn ready to 
spend on acquisitions. If GEC goes the 
whole hog and loads up with debt, then its 
spending powcT would be even greater. 

The problem with having that sort of 
money burning a hole in your back pock- 
et is that the market tends to see you com- 
ing. Mr Simpson knows this. He declined 
to pay the asking price for Semens Defence 
and as a result lost out to his erstwhile col- 
league* Sir Dick Evans of British Aerospace. 

Mr Simpson was not sharing his 
thoughts yesterday as to where else the mon- 
ey might be invested. But France looks to 
be off the menu for a while given the Jospin 
government's determination to keep its de- 
fence restructuring an exclusively Gallic af- 
fair. Openings also look limited in the US, 
where GEC would love to do some deals 
but keeps running into the brick wall 
known as tbe Pentagon black programmes. 

That leaves the option of handing more 
cash back to shareholders. GEC pleaded 
tax problems for the modest distribution an- 
nounced yesterday. But in his previous life, 
Mr Mayo was a high-flying corporate fi- 
nancier with Warburgs. After Reuters ex- 
ample yesterday, he wiU not be short of an 
idea or two. 


Labour faces ’Yes 
Minister’ rift 
.over coal crisis 

vr 


A policy rift has opened 
within the Department of 
Trade and Industry, after 
it emerged that senior 
aril servants attempted 
to block Labour’s recent 
initiatives to defuse the 
coal crisis. Chris Godsmark, 
Business Correspondent, 
reports on the 
increasingly frosty 
relations which observers 
have likened to an 
episode from “Yes 
Minister.** 

■ • ^ The internal disagreements be- 
tween ministers and officials 
over energy policy have come 
as Labour faced increasing 
criticism from mining unions 
and industry executives over the 
coal crisis. 

John Battle, tbe Energy 
Minister, has been accused by 
unions of focusing too much at- 
tention on attacking Richard 
Budge, chief executive of RJB 


Mining, and too little time try- 
ing; to prevent looming pit 
closures. 

Sources close to the DTI 
said civil servants had tried to 
block Labour’s two key policies 
designed to eliminate the bias 
against coal. The two civil ser- 
vants involved are thought to 
be Jonathan Green, director of 
electricity with overall respon- 
sibility for the power industry, 
and Malcolm Keay, director of 
energy policy and analysis. 

Labour's hastily assembled 
moratorium on further ap- 
provals of gas-fired power sta- 
tions this week was opposed by 
officials, who argued it would 
conflict with the existing policy 
framework. It was only when 
ministers spotted press reports 
of concerns by National Grid 
over the dash for gas that they 
had the justification to over- 
come the resistance. 

Mr Battle hinted at the rift 
during evidence on Wednesday 
to the Commons Trade and In- 
dustry Select Committee. He 
told MPS that the DTI did not 
have an anti-coal policy. 


"There’s no bias against coal at 
all ... There's no downer on 
coal." 

But Mr Battle admitted to 
the committee that the earlier 
move to review the Electricity 
Pool announced in the au- 
tumn, had met with internal 
•‘resistance.” The pool, the 
wholesale power market, is 
frequently blamed for encour- 
aging the gas-fired power sta- 
tions at the expense of coal. 

The rift gives an insight into 
Labour's difficulty in changing 
policy in the DTI. the department 
which pioneered Thatcherite 
privatisation and deregulation 
policy. Sources also described a 
"Yes Minister" mentality over ac- 
cess to ministers. 

Meanwhile power compa- 
nies warned yesterday that the 
moratorium could block fu- 
ture coal-fired power stations' 
applications as well as gas- 
generation projects. The delay 
on further approvals applies to 
all generating licences from 
the DTI. including environ- 
mentally friendly combined 
heat and power schemes. 


Byatt considers Fi Group buys 

water pipe plans lndian computer 

* 1 ■ company 


New proposals to force water 
companies to open their pipeline 
networks to competition have 
been submitted to the Govern- 
ment by Ian Byatt, the water in- 
dustry regulator. 

In an interview with Vie In- 
dependent. Mr Byatt said yes- 
terday he planned to use the 
Government's Competition Bill 
to promote so-called “common 
carriage." where competitors 
can gain access to water company 
pipes. The new Bill would gbe 
M , utility regulators and the Office 
of Fair Trading the power to in- 
tervene to ban anti-competitive 
behaviour. 

"If a company were to un- 
reasonably deny the use of its 
pipes that could be held to be a 
breach of competition." said 
Mr ByaU. Previous plans to con- 
nect pipeline networks of dif- 
ferent water groups were 
unveiled by the last Government, 
but Mr Bvart said there were still 
“silling on ministers' desks. " 

BuL Jeremy Btyan. managing 
director of Envirologki the con- 
sultancy group which has 
pioneered water competition, 
questioned whether common 
carriage was the best way to 
achieve competition. "Some wa- 
ter company pipes ate 10U years 
old and leak like a sieve. If you 
^ put high quality water in one end 
it won’t come out that way at the 
other end." 

Mr Byaii also said he ex- 
pected to give the go-ahead to 


a landmark competition scheme 
by Enviro-Logic before Christ- 
mas. It would lake over the 
provision of water and sewerage 
services to Shotton Riper in 
Wales, one of the largest 
newsprint producers, from 
Welsh Water. 

Mr Byan. who has spent five 
years bombarding OfwuL the wa- 
ter watchdog, with competition 
proposals, said he was ready to 
begin work on the scheme as 
soon as he received a “green 
light" from the regulator. 

Mr Byatt also issued a warn- 
ing to water companies over the 
next five year price cap. w hich he 
has already said will see a sub- 
stantial one-off cut in customer 
bills in 2UOU. He said the most 
efficient water companies would 
luce the biggest cut in revenues, 
which analysts have predicted 
will be at least 111 per cent. 

“A company which has done 
well in the current five year pe- 
riod would have a big cut to ben- 
efit customers.’’ said Mr ByaiL 
adding that in the following 
lour years of the price eyp the 
company would face a less strin- 
gent regime than inefficient wa- 
ter groups. 

The regulator also made 
clear the principle of a one-off 
cut was not negotiable, despite 
demands by the Environment 
Agency that the revenues should 
tv redirected to investment in 
environmental improvements. 

- Oiris Gbdsmork 


FI Group became the latest in 
a line of UK technology com- 
panies to make a passage to In- 
dia. after it announced 
yesterday that it was buying a 
New Delhi-based computer ser- 
vices company for £22m. 

News that fast growing FI 
was making its first acquisition , 
outside the UK plus a forecast 
from the company that profits 
for the current half year would 
be 54 percent higher at £4 dm, 
sent FI's shares 107.5p higher 
at 5J45p. 

Shares in the company were 
floated at 235 p less than two 
years ago. The deal to buy 76 
per cent of IIS Infoicch with an 
option on the remaining stake 
will be part funded by a £ 1 4.6m 
one for 12 rights issue at 640p 
a share. 

FI joins UK computer com- 
panies like Logka and Micro Fo- 
cus which have spotted the 
potential of the booming Indian 
IT market. India already pro- 
duces more IT graduates than the 
USA each year, which is attrac- 
tive given the world-wide short- 
age of computer programmers to 
deal with the millennium crisis. 

As Hilary Crupper. FI's 
chief executive points out. the 
cost of employing an Indian 
graduate is a third lower than 
a UK graduate, an important 
consideration given soaring 
wage inflation in the industry. 

— Sameena Ahmad 


The New Tudor Chronograph, 

around £1,000. 



Available in a choice of black or steel bezel, with either a black, white, red, green, 
silver or blue dial with either a leather strap or steel bracelet. Waterproof to fifty 
metres, scratchproof glass, with a Swiss made, self-winding mechanical movement. 
A comprehensive range of Tudor models and further information is available from: 

& 



G-OL-D-S-M-I-T-H-S 



WA LK E R & H A LL 


The first officially appointed Rolex stockists in the UK. 


Far more information about your local jeweller, please call 0800 GOLDSMITHS (0800 465 376) . 
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Great Universal Stores: At a glance 

Martel value: £7.1 4tm, share price 710p (+25p) 
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GUS still has a 
long way to go 


Turning around slumbering giant 
Great Universal Stores was always go- 
ing to be a long haul for chairman Lord 
Wolfson. Yesterday’s figures show 
there is still a way to go. 

While half year profits edged up 7 
per cent to £244m the improvement 
was due entirely to a strong perfor- 
mance from the Experian data base 
and credit rating business. Profits in 
ait the retail businesses fell, some of 
them sharply though part was from a 
currency hit in continental Europe and 
at Burberry. 

However, problems are not as bad 
as might appear and management is 
addressing the key issues. One is to dri- 
ve the UK mail order business from 
its previous stagnant state. 

Sales there increased by 6.4 per cent 
over the previous half partly due to in- 
cluding more higher risk customers. 
But profits fell due to improved ser- 


vices costs such as better response and 
delivery times. 

Buying sales growth with lower 
credit scoring customers is increasing 
bad debt ratings, though GUS reck- 
ons sales will be stronger in the long 
run. 

The £20m deal to buy four direct 
mail order catalogues from Burton will 
take GUS's direct mad order sales to 
more than JEJOOm and it is dear Lord 
Wolfson would love to do larger deals. 

At Burberry, the City knew sales 
were under pressure, but news of trad- 
ing through unlicensed distributors in 
the brand causing a hit of up to £8m 
was a surprise. 

Lord Wolfson admitted it showed 
lack of supply controls that will now 
be tightened up. 

The real bonanza for GUS has been 
Experian. Acquired for £lbn a year 
ago, it is performing strongly and now 
accounts for a third of GUS profits. 

Other boit-on deals are expected 
here and the balance sheet will show 
£500m of cash by the spring to fund 
them. 


Assuming full year profits of 
£580m, the shares - up 25p yesterday 
to 710p, trade on a forward rating of 
18. High enough for now. 


Salvesen should 
have accepted bid 


Here’s a simple question. Would share- 
holders in Christian Salvesen be bet- 
ter off now if the logistics group had 
not rejected Hays' mooted cash bid 18 
months ago? The answer is a re- 
sounding yes. A bid from Hays would 
have been worth at least £lbn or 390p 
a share, ex-dividend. 

Compare that with the current 
combined value of the demerged com- 
pany - Salvesen, the rump distribution 
group, and Aggreko, the bigger pow- 
er hire business. 

Even after yesterday's 9p rise in 
Saivesen’s shares to 103p and Ag- 
greko’ s 5.5p rise to 164p. and includ- 
ing Salvesen's recent £150m special 
payouL investors own shares worth 
31Sp. And that is after a 15 per cent 
or so hike in the market since Hays' 
first showed interest. 

Given his legacy, Chris Masters. 
Saivesen’s ex-chief executive who 
fought off Hays and is now running 
Aggreko, must be amazed he has a job 
at all. What should investors do with 
their shares now? The hire market for 
power equipment is booming, partic- 
ularly in the US, Aggreko's largest mar- 
ket, and there are opportunities in Asia. 

Aggreko's shares have outper- 
formed the market by around 5 per 
cent since demerger and are on a 15 
per cent market premium next year. 
Lower than Hays', it is fair as Aggreko 
is smaller and growing more slowly. In- 
vestors should hold on. Salvesen is a 
harder calL Its food services business. 
15 per cent of the total and hit by the 


poor pea harvest, is dire and should be 
sold. However. Swift. Salvesen's 
overnight delivery service is growing fast 
and margin pressures in food retailing 
distribution are easing. 

The yield next year will be a good 
6 per cent, ami there is the chance of 
a bid. The unknown is chief Edward 
Roderick, ex- Hays, and markets are still 
tough. However with Salvesen on a 25 
per cent market discount, hold. 

Pitfalls for a 
motor dealer 


Does the stock market need another 
car dealer? As an industry, motor dis- 
tributors suffer from wafer-thin mar- 
gins. overcapacity and low growth 
prospects. Not to mention the grip ex- 
erted over their businesses by the car 
manufacturers. Most dealers have 
made appalling investments. 

Sytner. founded and chaired by 
former racing driver Frank Sytner. is 
belter than most. In the three years to 
December I W6 profits rocketed from 
£480.1100 to i'2.67m. A further rise to 
£6.5m is forecast for 19^7. 

Much of the growth has come from 
acquisitions. Bui Sytner has also 
squeezed better sales out of the deal- 
erships it takes over. It plans to use the 
£16.9m float proceeds - a further 
£6.2m will be shared between venture 
capitalists and directors - to expand and 
take on new marques like Jaguar. 

There are pitfalls, however. Manu- 
faaurers will jealously limit the number 
of dealerships Sytner is allowed to take 
on. An environmentally inspired lax on 
gas guzzlers would also hurt Sytner 
more than most. 

it may be one of the best car dis- 
tributors around. But at 230p - a mul- 
tiple of 1 1 times forecast earnings - the 
shares are not worth chasing. 
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Calls received abroad on Orange cost up to 


Incoming calls are cheaper in 46 countries wr 
worid’s first dual band phone). For example-, a 


on yc-’j'rc abroad with an Orange Motorola 601 (the 
■i incoming peak rate cal! in Stockholm is 68% less 



V / 
? 2 


w/ 



than Cellnet or Vodafone. And if you're in the UK. you can cal! over 200 countries direct and save at 
least 20% compared to BT's standard rates. Orange now have 95% coverage of the UK population 
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and are investing £800 million in expanding me r 
the Orange network, cal! direct on 0800 cC 10 5 


k iurther. :o find out more about joining 
visit our website at www.orange.co.uk 
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Savings are based on standard network recommended can rates, excluding discount or optional schemes and promotional offers. Vbdafone comparison peak time an 

Business World tariff. Cellnet comparison peak time on Frequent Caller tariff. 


Centrica pays £440m 
to settle takc-oi' , p6y 
North Sea contracts 
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Centrica, the demerged 
British Gas supply 
business, yesterday lifted 
a huge burden from its 
balance sheet, with 
£440m worth of deals to 
settle the bulk of its long 
running “take-or-pay” 
problem from high-price 
North Sea gas contracts. 
As Chris Godsmark, 

Business Correspondent, 
reports, the agreements 
with three oil companies 
yesterday mark the end 
of a two years of 
marathon negotiations. 

At signing ceremonies in Am- 
sterdam yesterday Centrica 
agreed to pay E3o5m to buy it- 
self out of high-priced gas con- 
tracts with Conoco. Elf and 
Total in the biggest of renego- 
tiation package so far unveiled 
by the company. 

The contracts, most of 
which w'ere signed in the early 
to mid-l^SOs. were to supply 6 
million therms of gas. Though 
Centrica declined to specify the 
cost of the eas. it was thought 


Wedgwood 
plans foray 
into Europe 


Waterford Wedgwood, the Irish 
luxury crystal to crockery man- 
ufacturer chaired by Tony 
O’Reilly, is planning a march 
into continental Europe with a 
DM 105.8m {£354 >m) offer to 
control RosenthaL one of 
Germany’s most famous porce- 
lain makers. 

The deal to buy its out- 
standing stake in Rosenthal 
will give Waterford, which cur- 
rently sells in the UK. Ireland. 
US and Japan, a quarter of the 
German market. Mr O’Reilly 
said the move was "the next 
stage in building the company 
into an international luxury 
brands group”. 

Waterford currently already 
owns or has agreed to acquire 
31.4 per cent of Rosenthal and 
has options to buy another 13.5 
per cent, giving the company ef- 
fective control of 44.9 per cent 
of the company. The company 
is offering DM200 a share for 
the outstanding shares, repre- 
senting an 18 per cent premium 
to Rosenthal’s closing price on 
Wednesday. 

Though Wuerford wBl control 
a large share of the German mar- 
ket, German anti-trust authorities 
have given their go-ahead for the 
takeover. The deal came less 
than 48 hours after Mr O’Reil- 
ly stepped down as chairman 
and chief executive of HI Heinz, 
the US food manufacturer. 


to be committed to paying near 
to 20p a therm in the contracts, 
around twice the current mar- 
ket price. 

The company also refused to 
reveal the new prices in the 
renegotiated contracts, but they 
are believed to near to the mar- 
ket price. It means the group's 
average purchase cost of gas has 
fallen from about 18p a therm 
to about 14p a therm. Centri- 
ca. which split itself off from the 
old British Gas in February, also 
revealed options to spend 
£ 1 55 m by 2008 to buy out fur- 
ther contracts with Conoco. 
The arrangement, which will 
depend on” the future level of 
gqc reserves, involves a further 
provision of £75m from Cen- 
trica's profits this year, bring- 
ing the total bill to £440m. 

It means Centrica has rene- 
gotiated about two thirds of its 
take-or-pay burden, or 46 bil- 
lion therms, ov er the past year. 
Earlier deals included paying 
£295m to British Petroleum 
and an agreement with Mobil 
which cost £340m. 

Ken Gardener, a director of 
Charterhouse Bank who has 
spent the past two years rene- 
gotiating the deals on second- 
ment with Centrica, S3id the 


new prices were in line with the 
market price. 

He said there were "two or 
three" smaller deals in the 
pipeline, the first of which 
would be revealed in the new 
year. Centrica shares rose • 
2.75p, to 92Jp. 

“Centrica has a fighting 
chance to compete on a level 
playing field. We’re clearing 
away the legacy of the past.” 

Rachel Beaver, analyst with 
ABN Amro Hoare Govett, said 
the deal had all but e l i min a t ed 
the take-or-pay problem. “This 
is also a major endorsement for 
the management They said 
they would do this by the endof 
the year and they’ve delivered." 

The take-or-pay burden 
emerged spectacularly in 1995. # 

when the market price of gas c ‘ 
plummeted to less than lOp a " 
therm. British Gas had com- 
mitted itself to buying gas at . ; 
high prices in contacts whictiC. 
obliged the company to take de- ■ ’ 
livery of supplies from pro- “ 
ducers or pay the equivalent 
cost in compensation, leaving 
• a £30bn burden in its accounts. 

Mr Gardener rejected sug- 
gestions that Centrica was pay- 
ing too high a price to exuicate 
itself from the contracts. 


GrandMet signs 
off on a high note 


Grand Metropolitan 
yesterday reported its 
last set of results before 
it concludes its £24m 
merger with Guinness, 
on 17 December. 

Andrew Totes reflects 
on the creation of a . 
new drinks colossus. 


John McGrath, chief executive 
designate of Diageo, yesterday 
signalled that the new drinks 
group was likely to give more 
money back to shareholders 
over the next few years on top 
of the 70p-a-share £2.Sbn pay- 
ouL it has already’ promised. 

GrandMet predicted that 
the drinks industry would un- 
dergo a huge consolidation in 
the wake of its merger with 
Guinness. “A lot of companies 
are under pressure and con- 
solidation will take place. We 
welcome this as we prefer to 
have rational competitors ... 
rather than unpredictable 
ones." Mr McGrath said. 

GrandMet also revealed 
that its Burger King fast food 
chain is poised to step up its at- 
tack on arch-rival McDonald's. 
It is about to launch Big King, 
a giant cheese burger, and the 
Super Fly, a new chip that is de- 
signed to stay crispier for 
longer, in the UK. 


P&O forced to slash 
flotation price of Bovis 


P&O has been forced to 
slash the flotation price 
of Bovis Homes, its 
house building business. 
Andrew Yates reports 
on the troubled sale, 
which has proved an 
embarrassment for the 
transport conglomerate. 


When P&O put Bovis up for 
sale a year ago the business was 
valued at £300m. In October it 
was estimated to be worth 
£250m. However yesterday 
P&O announced that the house 
builder was to be floated for just 
£225.6m. equivalent to 2U0p a 
share. 

P&O put the blame on the 
turmoil in the world’s stock 
markets. Fears that the hous- 
ing market is beginning in 
slow after a succession of in- 
terest rate hikes have also 
caused shares in the housing 
sector to plunge. 

^ A P&O spokesman said; 
"We are very happv with the 
price. You have to take into ac- 
count that the overall stock 
market and the house buildin° 
sector has fallen |ij per wn * 
smee October." 
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P&O also denied that it 
could have got a better price 
if it had sold Bovis earlier. “We 
would have to had to rely on 
1996 profit figures which 
would have meant floating at 
a large discount. The general 
election also caused a lot of 
uncertainty." said the 
spokesman. 

However analysts were 
scathing about the wav P&O 
had handled the sale. One 
said; “As the value put on 
BovLs has tumbled its man- 
agement team and P&O have 
lost a lot of credibility." 

/yiother City observer said; 
"This sale has been botched 
from start to finish. It is stupid 
«o float now With the housing 
sector where it is. Why not wait 
until it recovers?" 

Malcolm Harris, chief 
vtocutiw of Bovis. admitted 
that house prices in the South- 
east had flattened out after a 
period of rapid growth. Hnw- 
^cr he predicted that house 
prices should continue m rise 

by 3 percent a year around I he 
country. 

P&O will use the mnnuv t,. 
! n )f l ,n lls cruise ships, the 

K-m performing pun ,,! j K 

IS"**- Dca,i "S* in Bovis 

^lUart next Tuesdav. 


Mr McGrath said: “The 
burger market has been rela- 
tively flat but we have contin- 
ued to gain market share by 
introducing new products. We 
will not cut prices like Mc- 
Donald’s." 

; George Bull, chairman of 
GrandMet said he was sad to 
see the end of GrandMet: “This 
is an end of an era but we join 
Diageo in good shape." Ana- 
lysts agreed that GrandMet 
has signed off on a high note, 
with underlying pre-tax profits 
coming in ahead of expectations 
at £98lm thanks to a strong per- 
formance from the IDV spirits 
business. 

Mr McGrath said he was 
confident the merger with 
Guinness would be sanctioned 
by the US Federal Trade Com- 
mission within a week. 

GrandMet also confirmed 
that Bernard Arnault, the bead 
of French luxury goods group 
LVMH who had threatened to 
scupper the deal, bad agreed to 
take a seat oh the Diageo board 
as soon as the new company was 
formed. LVMH will own 11 per 
cent of Diageo. However, under 
a new agreement Mr Arnault 
cannot increase that stake above 
15 per cenL 

Diageo has already an- 
nounced it will cut its workforce 
by 2,000. However analysts be- 
lieve the final figure could be 
much higher than that. 


Trocadero to 
scrap Segaworld 
admission charge 


Trocadero is poised to scrap ad- 
mission prices at Sega world, the 
troubled hi-tech amusement 
park which forms the centre- 
piece of hs London leisure com- 
plex - its latest attempt to rerive 
Segaworld s flagging fortunes. 

Segaworld is to undergo a 
Eb50.000 tuceliti and allow cus- 
tomers in tree in an effort to 
make Europe's largest indoor 
entertainment centre profitable, 
according in industry sources. 

John (Ionian, Trocadero's 
new chairman, said yesterday: 
We have realised that this snot 
an indoor theme park. It is an 
amusement areade and you 
would n. »t normally pay to goto 
an amusement arcade." 

Segaworld is a £50m .joint 
vent 1 1 re between Trocadero and 
, * u; Japanese games giant 
1 lliJS P n fed an embarrassing 
,P N ' ncc opened its doors in 
which has sent Trocadero's 
Mia re price tumbling to l93p 
alk-r standing at 79_5p lastyear. 

Pour attendance forced 
Segaworld to slash admission 
prices from £12 to £2. Even so I 
M nh about 1 million people te v ‘- . 
come through its doors 
year. 7lJO.OC.KJ less than forecast 

-Andrew TONS 
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Reed Elsevier takes a knock as Footsie breaks 5,000 barrier 


, < I 


market report 



CATHY NEWMAN 


For Reed Elsevier yesterday, 
it was a case of no news not 
necessarily being good news. 
In a trading update, the media 
giant said it could still give no 
furiher detail of the financial 
impact of irregularities in cir- 
culation figures in its Travel 
Group publications. Market- 
makers took fright, and sent 
the shares down by lS.Sp to 
618 p, making Reed the biggest 
Footsie faller in an otherwise 
effervescent market. A hefty 
eight million shares changed 
bands. 

Reed said more than two 
months ago that circulation 
figures for the hotel and air- 
line directories had been over- 
stated between 1991 and 1996 , 
and that advertisers would 
have to be compensated. The 
company kicked off a thorough 
investigation into the prob- 
lems. but has so far been un- 
able to give its shareholders an 


update on the charge to the 
year's profits, which could 
come to as much as £ 200 m- 
£ 300 m, according to analysts' 
estimates. 

Reed followers said yes- 
terday's fall from grace was 
also a reflection of a lack of 
news on European regulatory 
approval for the merger with 
Walters Kluwer. News of 
problems from sterling's 
strength didn't help the share- 
price either. 

Where dealers spumed 
Reed, Reddtt & Cohnsn was 
wanted. Market makers smelt 
corporate activity and sent 
the shares up 70 . 5 p to 956 . 5 p. 
Some analysts said the house- 
hold goods company was see- 
ing some bid interest, with 
potential buyers including Col- 
gate Palmolive and Unilever. 
Others thought the spurt had 
more to do with Reckitl's re- 
cent undcrpcrfbrmance. with 


the shares falling in recent 
months from a high of £1027 
earlier in the year. 

Despite the excitement, 
the volume was low, and fi- 
nancial stores saw most of the 
Teal money yesterday. Banks 
pi ggy -backed on speculation 
that ABN Amro was in talks 
about buying NatWesL Al- 
though Amro attempted to 
quash the rumours, saying 
they were “total nonsense", 
NatWest surged 215 p to 
925 . 5 p. Rpyal Bank of Scot- 
land joined the gravy train, up 
29 , 5 p to 720 p. Another factor 
helping the Hong Kong-in- 
fluenced shares in the sector 
was the Hang Seng’s ebullient 
performance overnight HSBC 
added on 77 p to £ 16 . 72 , and 
Standard Chartered rose 39 p 
to 750 p. 

Insurance companies were 
also in demand. Norwich 
Union jumped 25 p to 393 p; 


General Accident clambered 
on to the bandwagon and end- 
ed up 67 p to £ 10 . 78 ; and Com- 
mercial Union clacked up 
another 43 p to 8 S 8 p. Second- 
line insurance stocks followed 
the lead set by their Footsie 
peers. Independent Insurance, 
for one, improved by 35 p to 
£ 11 . 48 . 

Once the starting gun had 
been fired. Footsie won tbe 

Share spotlight 

share price, pence 
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race to break the 5,000 barri- 
er wi thin the first half hour. 
The rest of the day, there was 
no turning back and the index 
cruised effortlessly to tbe fin- 
ish, ending at a day-high of 
50823 , up 111.6 points. 

The Monetary Potky Com- 
mittee's decision to leave in- 
terest rates unchanged was a 
big factor in Footsie’s exu- 
berance. Apositive opening on 
VIM Street also aided the in- 
dex. Volume was a pretty im- 
pressive 937.9 million shares. 

A clutch of buy-backs 
boosted sentiment Renters, 
which is returning £lJbn to 
shareholders, shot up 303 p to 
710 p, and GEC edged up 
133 p to 4033 p after unveiling 
plans for a £ 300 m share buy- 
back. Reuters was also buoyed 
by positive noises from bro- 
kers. Soti£t£ GtSntSrale and 
NatWest were both broadly 
optimistic, although Pamnure 


Gordon only rated it a “hold”. 

Elsewhere, institutions vis- 
iting Geest, the food produc- 
ers, bumped the shares up 9 p 
to 391 - 5 p. Analysts met the 
company the day before, 
which also massaged the price. 

Meanwhile, good results 
from Deaby Group helped 
the crockery and cookware 
company cook up a 12 L 5 p rise 
to 155 p. The group reported 
a 9.1 per cent increase in pre- 
tax profits to £ 6 . 63 m for the 
year to the end of September, 
and said its array of new prod- 
ucts had boosted profits. 

GUS, the mail order 
behemoth, also benefited from 
good results and shrugged off 
somewhat negative broker 
comment The company end- 
ed the session 25 p richer at 
710 p, after reporting a four per 
cent increase in pre-tax prof- 
it before except ion als to 
£ 237 . 5 m. 


TAKING STOCK 

DPA-Egami, the Ofex-quoted 
c ompany which specialises in 
electronic management 
systems, yesterday said it was 
launching a one for two 
rights issue at 15 p a share to 
raise £ 922^00 for various 
developments. The company 
is to appoint a sales and 
marketing director and Is to 
expand its direct sales team. 
It also wants to expand its 
project management teams 
and establish a presence in 
Europe. 

Easynet Group, tbe internet 
service provider which is 
traded on AIM, saw its 
shares jump 4 p to 933 p after 
awarding a £L 6 m telephony 
contract to GPU The 
contract, which combines 
internet and telecoms 
technologies, will allow 
Easynet to route its telephone 
calls through its network 
centre in London. 
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menu and sauces. making their scfedltm of roods? 

Baxters of Spcyside haw been mak- Call 0930 563693 
ing One foods since 1 S 68 , using only 
the BuesJ ingredietus and prepared 
with the same care and attention as 
used for nearly 130 wan ensures 
the superb' quality of ail Baxters 
products. 

We have ten of ‘The Crathes 
Hampers' to offer, containing 30 
items from Spicy Thai Chicken with 
Lemon Gross Soup. Shortbreads, 

Wine and Cakes. 

fbr further lufoimatloa on B a xte rs Hampers Freephone 0800 186800 
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The British way of working: high 
employment but low productivity 


The British attitude to the rest 
of Europe on economic per- 
formance veers between boast- 
ing about our high employment 
aDd bemoaning our low pro- 
ductivity. Is it us or other coun- 
tries that are too weak to enter 
Economic and Monetary 
Union? 

Recent statements from the 
Treasury indicate that we do not 
have a monopoly of economic 
virtue. We may be more flexi- 
ble than other countries in 
varying the length of the work- 
ing week, upwards as weli as 
downwards. But we are not yet 
flexible enough in terms of 
skills to join EMU. "Britain to- 
day is some 20 per cent less pro- 
ductive than our main 
competitors." Gordon Brown, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
admitted in his pre-Budget 
statement. 

The net result of extra effort 
and reduced efficiency is that 
our living standards in terms of 
GDP per head are 4 per cent 
lower than the EU average. We 
are 10th, ahead of Ireland, 
Spain, Portugal and Greece, 
and behind all our main in- 
dustrial rivals. (The figures are 
based on OECD statistics for 
1995. Different years and other 
sources give different figures, 
but the broad picture is the 
same.) 

GDP per head is equal to 
hours worked per head of pop- 
ulation (labour input) times 
GDP per hour worked (pro- 
ductivity). Productivity depends 
on capital inputs, including 
human s kills as well as physical 
investment Hours per head of 
population are hours per person 
employed times the percentage 
employed of the total population 
(the employment rate). 

Countries vary even more in 
working hours, employment 
rates and productivity levels 
than they do in living standards. 
The graph shows different 
countries' combinations of 
effort in thousands of hours 
worked and efficiency in GDP 
per hour in dollars at purebas- 
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ing power parities. The UK's 
labour input is 764 hours a year 
per head of population, second 
only to Denmark's in the EU. 
It is, however, well below that 
of Japan, the US and the Ear 
Eastern “tigers". Japan's pro- 
ductivity is less than that of the 
UK and the US's less than the 
EU average. Their higher GDP 
per head is due to longer work- 
ing hours, so it has a welfare 
cost. 

Britain achieves its high 
labour input partly by having 
44 per cent of the population 
(71 per cent of 15 -64s) in em- 
ployment Its employment rate 
comes below those of only 
Denmark and Sweden in the 
EU. Britain also has the 
longest average working hours 
per employee after Spain and 
Finland - 1735 hours a year. 
We input 20 per cent more 
labour than the average EU 
country. The relatively high 
number of part-time workers 
is more than made up for by 


the longer full-time working 
week. 

The Government’s policy is 
to increase the employment 
rate, even though it is already 
relatively high. A higher em- 
ployment rate tends to go with 
lower unemployment. Look- 
ing across countries, an em- 
ployment rate one per cent 
higher is apt to mean an un- 
employment rate two-thirds of 
a per cent lower. 

Higher employment is ben- 
eficial to welfare, as long as it 
is not compulsory. On this 
score the UK is doing well, as 
long as it maintains the vol- 
untary principle. Long work- 
ing hours are a more dubious 
benefit. They boost house- 
hold income and satisfy 
workaholics, but they can have 
adverse effects on health and 
family life. According to a 
1995 NOP survey, about 45 per 
cent want to work a shorter 
week: only 25 per cent want to 
work more than 40 hours, 
compared with 70 per cent 
actually doing so. 

In most EU countries, em- 
ployment has risen over the past 
10 years only in line with pop- 
ulation, so the employment 
rate has been more or less 
static. Population growth in 
the UK has been 0.4 per cent 
a year - average for the EU - 
and employment growth has 
been 0.5 per cent a year. Av- 
erage hours worked have fall- 
en in most EU countries, but 
have risen 0.1 per cent a year 
in the UK 

In the US. employment has 
gone up 1.6 per cent a year - 
03 per cent faster than the pop- 
ulation increase - and working 
hours 03 per cent a year. So an 
increase of 2 per cent a year in 
labour input accounts for over 
half the high US growth rate of 
33 per cenL 

Britain is as for below the 
EU average on productivity as 
it is above it on labour input. 
UK GDP of about $23 per per- 
son hour is 20 per cent below 
the EU average of $29, and 13th 


in ranking, above only Greece 
and Portugal. Italy and the 
Netherlands have the highest 
figure of $38 an hour, followed 
by Belgium ($36), France ($32). 
Austria ($31) and Germany 
($30). 

The new DTI report says 
that France and Germany arc 
25-30 percent ahead of the UK 
on productivity; ray figures are 
35 per cent for France and 30 
per cent for Germany. The 
DTTs sectoral analysis shows 
that only chemicals and paper 
and printing in the UK achieve 
productivity higher than the G? 
average. All other sectors have 
lower productivity, some as 
much as 50 per cent lower. 

Low productivity in the UK 
is due to lack of sufficient skills 
training, as Mr Brown has 
recognised by the measures in 
his Green Budget. Other EU 
countries have done better, 
while the US has done almost 
as badly, owing to the defi- 
ciencies its education system 
shares with that of the UK. 

The DTI report blames too 
little investment in physical 
capital and research and de- 
velopment as well as low-skilled 
human capital, for the UK's 
poor productivity. "For every 
£100 per worker invested in the 
UK between 1983 and 1993. 
Germany and the US invested 
nearly £140, France almost 
£150 and Japan over £160." 
One of the Government’s main 
arguments for going into EMU 
is that it would lower interest 
rates and increase investment. 

The graph shows that there 
is an inverse relationship be- 
tween labour input and pro- 
ductivity. at least among the 
more advanced EU countries. 
This works in both directions. 

As the law of diminishing 
returns suggests, if labour input 
is increased with a given quan- 
tity of capital, the extra labour 
is less productive than the 
labour already employed, and 
the average product per hour 
falls. 

It is still worth creating jobs 


as long as GDP per head does 
not fall by more than the in- 
crease in employment. 

Looking al it another wav. 
if productivity per hour is ris- 
ing. people can do less work and 
enjoy more leisure, yet still be 
belter off. The story of eco- 
nomic progress over the cen- 
turies has been one of shorter 
hours, and productivity rising 
faster than the fall in hours. Re- 
sult; higher living standards. 

For any given objective in 
terms of living standards, coun- 
tries have a choice of different 
combinations of labour input 
and hourly productivity. With- 
in the EU. Italy and the 
Netherlands have chosen one 
end of the spectrum, with short 
hours and high productivity. 
The UK and to a lesser extent 
the Scandinavian countries 
have taken the other end. with 
lung hours and low prod- 
uctivity. 

If only the UK could raise 
productivity by 25 per cent to 
the EU average, while keeping 
its present working hours, il 
would overtake all the other 
EU countries with a similar rise 
in living standards. If it could 
do even half as well, with a 1 2.5 
per cent increase in productiv- 
ity. it would he level pegging 
with France and Germany at a 
GDP per head of $20,01)0 a 
year. 

In the better years of the 
Thatcher era. the UK managed 
to raise productivity faster than 
its EU rivals, without catching 
them up. If it could now in- 
crease productivity 23 per cent 
a year faster than them for five 
years, it could catch up in terms 
of living standards though not 
in terms of productivity levels. 

Higher labour input - par- 
ticularly by means of more 
jobs rather than longer hours 
- and lower productivity are a 
valid alternative to the conti- 
nental model. 

* Christopher Johnson is UK 
Adviser to the. Association for the 
Monetary Union of Europe. 
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One thing intrigued me about this week s 
two-day Monetary Policy Committee meet- 
ing al the Bank of England. What did the 
eight members do on Wednesday evening, 
halfway through the talks? Were they bussed 
to a hotel. like a trial jury. in °rder to S u f rd 
against details leaking out? Were they sim- 
ply told not to blurt anything out on the train 
home? Or did they all stay in the office? Did 
Eddie George hold a pyjama party at Thread- 
needle Street... 

My fevered imaginings were swiftly 
doused yesterday by a spokeswoman from 
the Bank, who assured me the MPC mem- 
bers went home as usual. “Routine confi- 
dentiality arrangements apply to all 
employees of the Bank. 

The Committee members do go into a pe- 
riod of purdah (from journalists) fora week 
before the meeting and a day afterwards. But 
they arc already used to dealing with all sorts 
of sensitive information." said the spokes- 
woman. 

In facL a two-day meeting might even aid 
decision-making, since the members do 
most of the discussing on Wednesday and 
then have a chance to sleep on their deci- 
sion. 

Congratulations in advance to Ian Byatt. the 
water regulator, on his impending nuptials 
next week to Dr Dierdre Kelly, a specialist 
in liver diseases at Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital. The wedding will take place in a 
registry office, followed by a blessing in Birm- 
ingham Cathedral, and then a honeymoon 
in Dr Kelly's native Ireland. 

As I'm sure you know. Mr Byatt was pre- 
viously married to AS Byatt, the famous 
author, who herself is now married to Peter 
Duffy, a fund manager who was formerly an 
editor of the Daily Telegraph's. Queslor 
column. 


rnnA luck t o James Betbell, former author 
onte vet- diiy column, «ho » helping to 
bundi today in Ms exactly 

as head of media at the Mtnjstiy of Sound 
3r,ub in South-east London. Tie ware, 

house-turned-rave-venue, owned by Jam* 

Palombo and located in the otherwise nn- 
aSiug Elephant & Castings la unchi ng 

its^own "lifestyle" magazine for dubbers. 

The joint venture with Dennis Publishing 
will kick off with a 120,000 prun run. James 
claims they 



covers everything mmi - — - 
booming bisexuality scene, be enthuses. He s 
certainly come a long way from writing up 

Fyffes’s interims. , , , 

The British public were nearly robbed of 
this unique literaty event when burglars 
nicked all the club’s computer, but thank- 
fully not before the first issue of the mag had 
been put to bed, he says. 

Where you or I may have just gone to a 
disco in our youth, dear reader, the men from 
the Ministry aim to spin a media empire off 
the original club, with radio stations, Inter- 
net sites and record companies all in various 
stages of development. Sadly, last weekend s 
press suggestions of a £20m offer by Sony to 
buy the Ministry’s record label seem wide of 
the mark. However, I’m sure someone like 
Richard Branson will come along and snap 
the lot up before long. 

A growing number of motorists are going “on 
the wagon” and not touching a drop of booze, 
according to figures compiled by Dial Direct, 
a motor insurance company. The analysis of 
insurance claims shows that nearly a fifth of 
motorists applying for cover claim to be tee- 
total. Good news for safety campaigners, it 
seems. 

But the surprise findings don’t end there. 
Declared “non-drinkers” are making between 
5 and 10 per cent more insurance claims than 
those car drivers who declare they enjoy the 
occasional tipple. 

Mike EUtin. Dial Direct’s marketing 
manager, suggests the sad explanation for 
these findings is that “some motorists are be- 
ing economical with the truth about their 
dr inkin g habits when providing information 
to us”. 

Surely not. Make mine a treble... 

Some musical chairs at the top of the drug 
companies. Novartis has appointed Jerry 
Karabelas as head of its healthcare business 
worldwide and chief executive of pharma- 
ceuticals, starting next year. 

Mr Karabelas. 45, currently executive vice 
president with SmithKline Beech am, will suc- 
ceed Pierre Douaze, who will retire, Novartis 
said yesterday. SmithKline has recalled 
Howard Pien from China to replace Mr Kara- 
belas in North America. 
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Other Spot Rates 
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Netherlands 

Denmark 

Sweden 

Discount 

100% 

SpAdvanca 

330% 

Dfecomt 

350% FtopoCAva) 

483% Lombard 

300% 


Bond Yields 









Country 3nft 

_d>a. 

!£. 

*3. 

2»r 

_ds_ 

Syr 

_CtH_ 

lOyt 

. *$. 

Aifitrafa _ 

ooo 

498 

052 

531 

001 

584 

001 

615 

001 

Belgium 365 

-001 

4J0 

ooo 

425 

-003 

489 

•003 

554 

-004 

Canada 362 

CL01 

451 

004 

488 

003 

522 

004 

557 

001 

ECU 455 

001 

4/2 

000 

465 

-003 

SO 

-003 

553 

•003 

Franco QDO 

ooo 

387 

-006 

441 

-001 

493 

-005 

539 

-004 

Germany 378 

000 

409 

000 

425 

-001 

501 

-004 

539 

-003 

Italy 588 

■017 

535 

-055 

537 

-003 

540 

-008 

582 

-006 

Japan 06 

• 000 

040 

000 

049 

-001 

107 

-005 

162 

■006 

Viands 375 

000 

406 

-001 

433 

-001 

497 

-004 

530 

-004 

Spaei 480 

000 

480 

002 

466 

•004 

515 

-006 

566 

-006 

Sweden 438 

am 

499 

000 

520 

-002 

560 

-003 

615 

-003 

Stand 181 

-003 

200 

■056 

ISO 

003 

269 

000 

349 

-002 

i« no 

002 

793 

-001 

702 

•008 

670 

-006 

645 

-003 

US 50 

000 

519 

-002 

588 

-003 

575 

-002 

561 

•001 

Money Market Rates 








Oveoiglt 

1 week 

1 month 

3 months 6 months 

1 year 


Bd Offer 

Bd Offer 

Bd 

Otter 

Bd Otter Bd 

Otter 

Bd Offer 

Traa5uyB^ 




725 

710 

725 7 to 




LB0R 










Domestic Depos 

725 

738 

731 738 

744 

750 

763 769 

772 

77B 

781 788 

Euostorkig Daps 

725 

738 

72S 738 

753 

759 

766 772 

772 

77B 

778 7B4 

agUeBakBfc 




730 

720 

735 725 

745 

735 


Storing CDs 




747 

740 

788 780 

735 

787 

780 772 

EuodotarCOs 




582 


569 

589 



ECU Deposits 




431 

444 

438 480 

447 

459 



wv7w.bloomberg.com 


Source: Bloomberg 


Liffe Financial Futures 


Contract 


Settlement 


High 


Low 


Est, floor 
volume 


Open 

Interest 


Long Git 

Dec-87 

TO44 

T1953 

TOO 

5354 


4S4E7 

German Buid 

Dec-97 

10443 

6450 

64 » 

64533 


90448 

US Long Bond 

Dec-97 

11950 

_ 





ftafian Bond 

Dec-97 

1M05 

11440 

11397 

6345 


25537 

Japan God Bd 

Dec-97 

13072 

13094 

0068 

3490 


_ 

3Mth Sterling 

Dec-97 

9232 

9234 

9227 

239T3 


155301 


Mar-98 

9229 

9231 

9223 

25376 


124201 

3 Mth Eunxnart> 

Dec-97 

9622 

9622 

9619 

25885 


278213 


Mar-98 

9608 

9606 

9605 

34613 


332561 

3 Mth Eurofea 

Dec-97 

9398 

9398 

9392 

12286 


103461 


Mar 98 

wn 

9475 

9488 

18261 


12SB0 

3 Mtti Euroyen 

Dec-87 

996 


_ 

s 



3 Mdl Euoswtss Dec-87 

966 

98.S 

9812 

3319 


54685 


Mar-98 

986 

986 

9809 

5651 


50770 

3 Mth ECU 

Dec-97 

9547 

9547 

9544 

599 


8734 


Mar-96 

9642 

9542 

9537 

356 


7165 

FTSEtJO 

Dec-97 

509900 

510200 

501200 

12085 


60119 

Liffe FTSE 100 Index Option 





Setfament Price: 508230 







Us 



Dec 

Jsi 


Feb 


Series CaO imp Vet Put Imp Vol 

Call Put 

Call 

Put 

Call 

Put 

5000 325 

23 183 

23 

155 52 

26 

102 

288 

147 

5050 292 

22 201 

22 

16 68 

188 

T22 

254 

186 

5100 260 

22 220 22 

88 90 

66 

141 

223 

186 

5150 228 

21 an 

21 

63 117 

125 

65 

®1 

207 


Energy 

Brent CrudeiS/barol) Gee oH(S/tonne) 


"WSs JOprn 


IP E 

Last* 

Cl*9 

Wo I 

(PE 

Qbh Chg 

vw 

NYM 

Last- 

CM) 

Spot CIF NW Eur 

in 

*(H -009 

0857 

Dec 

6525 050 

4126 

Dec 

ee 

B* 

Gaso(ne9S 

18800 

Feb 

*n 

•005 

B5C 

Jan 

16625 000 

3828 

Jan 

*89 

On 

Na^ahe 

P950 

Mar 

■ee 

■006 

2192 

Feb 

16650 050 

*41 

Feb 

18S4 

-009 

Gasar 

*900 








Mu 


OO0 

Futf 01(35 V.) 

9150 


Base date Last 

1970=100 18483 

1970=100 23846 

1983=100 6712 

Ind Weals 1977=100 16038 

Livestock 1970=100 179« 

Prec Metals ®73=i00 38434 


Goldman Sachs at 530pm 

Chg %chg 31 Dec %chgYTD 


Index 

AgncUturaJ 


•262 

-OB8 

-156 

000 

138 

-527 


-140 

-037 

-227 

000 

106 

-135 


21526 -MK 

23123 313 

8586 -2133 

16879 ui98 

19103 -820 

46354 -JS98 


Industrial Metals 


LHE (SAoons) 

Cash 

Chg 

3 month 

Chg 

LME stocks Chg 

AAxiirujll HG 

was 

8605 

-150 

882 

883 

-2 

860600 

-2775 

Auiram Aioy 

1420 

1430 

-noo 

1440 

1450 

■5 

43®0 

-80 

CopparA 

1788 

17B9 

1150 

*8 

819 

as 

344450 

2900 

Lead 

5335 

5345 

■850 

550 

551 

* 

18275 

-175 

Mckei 

6075 

6085 

22000 

6165 

8175 

28 

65790 

-456 

Tfi 

5840 

5850 

12000 

5720 

5730 

85 

8330 

10 

Zinc 

11115 

VT25 

2700 

105 

1136 

25 

485825 

-475 

Precious Metals 







pm fix/S per oz^ 


pm flx/£ par az 


Coins (S) 


SC? ritf 

eng eng 


eng dig 



’a? 

Pttron 38300 -450 900 PHram 22785 -280 

-075 

KraglrandS 2908 

-8000 

rMacUn 20650 

-150 8850 Paladun 12285 -085 

5135 

Sore 

B8® 


Silver 530-002 054 S4ver 3« 000 

024 

Notfas 

37505 


Gold 28935 -385 -8155 




Maple Leal 3048 

-7868 

Agricultural 






*at L30pm 

Cocoa 

Coffee 


Baitoy 


Potatoes 

Lge Potaues 

UFFE V*rm 

UFFE : 

Monw 

LFFE E/torna 

LFFE Dtoraw 

ASA 

seat? 

Decsr 99800 

Nw97 

87200 

Nov97 

8325 

No*S7 

6060 

Nor87 

72600 

Mar98 102600 

Jar38 

177400 

Jan98 

7550 

MaiSS 

9450 

AprSfi 

68650 

May98 104500 

Mar98 

176300 

MarOS 

Tat) 

AfrtB 

10700 

jmee 

70250 

Voh 1452 

VoL 

5048 

Vot 

3 

Vot 

112 

Vot 

189270 

Whits Sugar* 

Freight 


Wheat 


Com* 


Soys Beans* 

UFFE Storing 

LFFE SViS.pt 

UFFE 

Storm 

CBOT Ctantaitert 

tax saosffc 

Dec97 31W 

NmS7 

117100 

f*w97 

8530 

Dec97 

26825 

N»97 

2300 

Mar98 3WJ0 

DecST 

123000 

Jan98 

6245 

M*98 

27900 

JanSB 

2730 

May96 3&70 

JarSB 

128500 

Mari® 

8455 

May98 

28600 

Marie 

30 DO 

Vol: 1134 

Vot 

36 

Vot 

382 

Vot 

252345 

Vot 

417 




Other Softs 

Feb Live Came (CME)S/40fcfo 68021 
Feb Porte Bates (CME) SMOk to 3SB5 
Jen Orange Jdce (CTN) SfEk to 80.70 
Dec Mfc (CSC) 5750k b 1220 

Mar Oats (C8T) S/»bsh 1S850 
Jan Rax <WCE)«20m 34120! 


xtastpm 

Dec Whto Maize (SAF) s/100 mt 82600 
Doc Rubber (TCM) V/ 5k kg &U0 

Mar Cotton (CTN)S/S0kb 6828 

Dec Crude Palm (KLC) $/2Stn 180200 
Jan Soya Ol (CBT) S/60k to 2436 
Dec MtooSen Item (TOM) S/500tog 125500 


^ Sin s« p!ar 


Latest Unit Trust Prices 


fmi sai Bur vu 

MB Govatt Draw ltd 
4 Battle BHtfeeUne, London SSI 2HS 
Tel: 6171 J7B79T9 


Fira 


American Strategy 
Cash 


FTSEMdl 
Geared UK tnde* 
Oeatre Ora 
nenatanel Grwnh 
japan Omni 


UK 

u: 

U< 

IK Safeguard 
UKSmaiarCc 
US I 


Cos 


SMJ8 26123 000 
BSS 959 5.75 

cam uras am 
9733 w*09 an 

2271 2397 575 

31739 22246 OOO 

*50* 17650 000 

*2240 MOM aacac 
«ud 445a asax 
10960 WH 000 
AB3 SnO 929 
«»90 ruse sat 
m7 lac ja 
DBAS 14681 OOO 
78BS &M0 04K 

S3C 3439 400 


AXA Equity « Lam Unit Tht* Manager* 
AXA Equity & Lam Htt, 

Corp orat ion Sc: Ca wii e r CVI I CD 
Tel: 01203 551131 


Brfancad'Acc 

7284 

7083 


G&91 

Ton 

Bril Ercal 

1090 

181M 

BrtBhFririrtfaAcc 

VMM 

0320 

BHmitfwtuMnc 

9BX 

0026 

Eieqpe 

GKs&FhredH 

43290 

esee 

48XJJ 

WOO 

Oa&FtetantAce 

22970 

3*260 

GKJbolOppi 

MB90 

USED 

H^her he Acc 

MS4P0 

raioo 

»»t he 

S4U> 

57580 


3330 

3542 

Morti Amarlca 

42380 

4*990 

POdflcBosn 

290*0 

30880 

UIQHirfiAcc 

S7Z30 

soem 

ukowbi me 

36 ISO 

38*80 

Ostrxim Fimds Umtad 


Ciutomar Help Dak: «8I 5Z2 40S0 


Babncod Trues 
Income Funds 

Cash 
Cesn aec 


Mranadm he 
Babncod Foods 

500 

Exenqa 

General 

Prcpeny 

ThaH 

Growth Fuads UK 


: 100 

GeMthAcc 
9ndr Coe Acc 
Si* Cm Inc 
Growth Funds - Ovamaa 


tnoo uuw ess 
tnoo tnoo ase 
ssaso auo *nz 
6030 east 4 bs 

6363 8807 1*0 

5SH 55300 209 

10390 noso 2 sex 
30640 *KMO 116 
SB340 08200 5C2X 

27020 29 TUI 167 

17700 WBE0 l» 
0860 13650 I78X 

5BQ20 59580 153 

7288 7782 227 

6034 6*37 22 7 


Amonee 
AmencanRacAcc 
Japan Aoc 
Japan he 
Japan Spec Bn 


23190 MO 003X 
«uo ooso ano 
»M 2 wra am 
mss sees ooo 
4282 4S36 OOO 


Bit YU 
084 


Maldvrtte 21150 22450 

Barclay* ftnwstmonf FanfoBot (OOQ)F 
HQi hoonw he SOB 5023 

Managed henma J685 5029 

Hgd OwtMJncorae 4668 4963 

M0RO9M Ooirtn 4681 4036 

Barclays Global hornon Funds 
POBrec MB28 London EE 4UG 
B*oV«rtfne= 0990 7H 2443 
Income Fundi 

OMnbuton aoa 0570 

Erasty tnoatna *770 178S0 

owaFtaKWnc sas 6426 

hw mm f bu dW noe 

htamaMFiUhUlcc 7Z570 12890 

Growth Funds - UK 
Gvnti ft Inc ACC 112300 10500 

Gw*i S he he 9810 55220 

IK&DWIh 9020 5C90 

IKOwi hAcc 6*120 54260 

Grow Ui Funds -Oreraeas 
European Qrourti ZS37D 2*730 

Euiram Ortl Acc 255<90 21QB0 

FartasnGrjwih 122*3 >2980 

FttEanOrtMcc wno 220*0 

Baring Fwl Manager* Ltd 

PO Boa 89. 199 
London EC3H 3YS 
Boa: am ra m OaoSa* 0177 2M WC 
“ ’ *170 8190 

8B3o mao 
jgsn nmn 
12240 8050 

47600 S057D 

4*20 44670 
8390 1820 

7344 773* 

*860 T7SOO 
648 5*25 

1*40 828 

6004 6564 

»ci 2907 
328 70 34890 
17020 *18 

wt one* 
8040 8830 

IU1 8196 
11730 12790 


Eq«y Inconn 
EivoMenQwih 
EurawmSeUa 
German Gw* 
(Mnl Bend 
Oobaamrm 
income Pin 
Japan GmMh 


Kraee 

FhntcBjfec 
taifeaohc 
SdsaUanBin 
IKGMi 
LKCWl 6 he 
lKSn*Coe 
Chi I cy Fund 
OveraeestMnEx 


7206 7340 


78 

78 

450 

050 


S3CJC 
*35 
735 X 
520 
520 

173 

173X 

184 

164 

071 
071 
121 X 


QtHX 

OOOX 

aaoc 

42QX 

O0QX 

oaox 

D50X 

480X 

a*ox 

760X 

OOOX 

mix 

aoax 

zeax 

zoox 

wax 

1B0X 

•ox 

vox 

08X 

Led 


Frfcatdl Unit Trine Hanwn 

United Nsidsin Hie, Cade St 
SaHtbury. WHaM ra SM 3SH 
En* 0(722 715834. 01722 715835 

AlTOI SmeCoS 32000 23460 OOO 

American 6005 650 DM 

American Acc 6971 B340 000 

Asian Gnrtl BOBO 8260 000 

AsaiGwOlAsC *660 20130 OOO 

Audrafafl 4tua 43BM OOO 

Auetraien Acc 46SS0 489 TO OOO 

CepGvriMlCACC 14050 USW 265 

CapGoOSreSrc SH70 0790 265 

C**Qi 9=«l 142 JO BMO Q57X 

EqUfyAcc ovum mam 

Equity DM 54650 5658 I04X 

EMcWB^ate 12730 t?70O -BOX 


EMcUKEdErin 
Eupl thrift 4cc 
Euim Gobi Debh 


Income Acc 
koaiKSiecos 
hsdJrarrOOosAcc 
h Wr na Bon d Bond 
h* Bond Acc 
hd Growth 
18 Grew* Acc 
jepSrnfrCaa 
Marnriy Dstrb 
MonWyOsebAcc 
OcfoCpOffihcAcc 
OpnCpeOwm 
OpnCpdQwtnhekie 


are 

Bw 

VM 

OHO 

0470 

290X 

40200 

<&T0 

pm 

36690 

99130 

nnn 

8980 

7433 

4JGX 

25900 

27620 

433X 

Q080 

12630 

154 

GS40 

12920 

154 

5687 

5886 

396 

«UO 

17080 

388 

4246 

4630 

QD1X 

6362 

8679 

001X 

K282 

173*0 

nnn 

6598 

912B 

4J9X 


0450 

47BX 

MOO 

S740 

385 

VBUQ 

15030 

on 

13460 

143*0 

385 

17180 

■*320 

017 

12200 

wotin 

6S 

■0090 

MQ90 

as 

47700 

50670 

141 X 

«BO 

86140 

3*1 X 

7613 

8333 

622X 

raw 

12140 

622X 

1S820 

*680 

000 

0020 

8140 

000 

8435 

6884 

ooo 

6311 

6735 

ooo 

S«8 

S53T 

144 

6465 

8917 

144 

MB 

28140 

151 

50450 

53830 

Led 

1BJ 


SartngOqiMta 

SrerthgOepoaainc 
SsMsdshv 
stwnKapAoc 
scworauc 
Stwnhi* kuAcc 
S r wro a hp N Am 
Swraldei M Am Acc 
IbkyoAce 
TeAyohc 
UK Poem 
UCFocroAcc 
UK Grew* 

UKGctwrth Acs 
HSBC Unit Trust Mini 
• Boris Mario. London EC3A 7 OP 
AdnrsOSU nUWMimcrwOSOO 289505 
Dealing 0171 9S5 5055 

BtnUi Am 1*00 12230 U4X 

anOowtft 9093 82JB Z4 4X 

Bonan Fieu MM Charge S per cent 
On Own MH charge 525 per on 
FED Samuel Eampl UmbnaxThet 
Euopoan Acc 
Japan Acc 
Nordl Arm Acc 
Feeds Acc 
UCEqUiYAcc 
UKBmCoaAoc 
Legal * General JUT 7 
Know Court. K ntille i 
CarrSfTCn ITL 
Enqr 0(222 44640. Dee 
l i cc p. w w> . leg a l an d e e 
Cesn 

Equity Acc 
5*ilrj DHIb 
ErjityhcBije 
E u npee n 
Eiranlndsr 
Fvn Eastern 

Fired W 
OB 

GBBaiGmnh 
ha Bond 


N*l 
PaaBcGwm 


2010 

27630 

USX 

3198 

3338 

OOOX 

32050 


Q81X 

49*4 

5179 

23SX 

37220 

38950 

235X 

SETS 

17700 

20SX 

lanageie) Led 
n Pfirae 


Snff 01222 ACS12 


6250 

684X 



SBE 

72340 

72340 

202 

caw 

man 

*41 


17670 

023 

R280 

team 

1C 

19430 

®*J0 

000 

5883 

5683 

731 

9761 

3781 

60! X 

6295 

8235 

a* 

4M 

46* 

506 

2508 

2568 

OOO 

3E S3 

8258 

axx 

2BS90 

28S90 

am 

81* 

BIS 

OSS 


Find 

PKfckdn 
UK tutor 
UKhdM Acc 
UOtocooerv 
LKSndCo* 


58 a rr fa 

3326 2326 301X 

9471 9421 2S8X 

9537 6537 256X 

0530 0530 1S3X 

17930 17930 UO 


Find 


Sea 


Buy YU 


Fin) 


Sri 


aw 80 


Mounsfantten Hoase.Oiatheni 
Kent , ME 4 4 JF 

Teh 01634 636000 , Dealfe? 01634 8343 □ 
Bauncod 39900 526* issx 

BelwicedAec 121100 CB800 155 




E N 


Bloomberg 



NOW YOU CAN DO IT 
YOUR WAY! 


bd 


98 


Buy YU 


WgiadMiraetAdc 538 838 fthX 

IK TlOga 8370 6376 50 

SM laso 073 
8930 UJ5X 

jwn^raAec remj ra7D 

Lwyi* Bank Unk Trust Mana ger t Ltd 


F«d 

CeraEuGurihAcc 
CqraEujtoSwTi 
Em he 
Emame Ace 
FT9E 80 
FTSE80Acc 


S*4 Bw Ik 

8170 878 000 

0386 9660 QDOX 

asm 33uo 34sx 
8800 87B00 343 
85M 8640 226 

BS60 17520 225 


German G«rai 
Ger ma n G w ih Acc 
Qwh Pfcfe 
Gntn Ptala Acc 

WlM 
i-Agti hf Acc 
hcPuao 
hePUia Acc 


hcome Aec 
Japan Own 
Japan Owtri < 
MamerTnoi 
MeewTnrB A 


NAmSmCo&flecAcc 
NAmSmCoftflachc 
Wti4mer5t>n 
KMmaraGenAcc 
Pacific Bash 


Premier Erurrpl 
PV« 

re&Bcvry 

GnPCosMecAcc 
UhErpyhe 
UKEqUty Gwifi 
UK Graeln 

UXQnerh Acc 

wraeGmn 

vrraeGweiAcc 


*830 17720 OOO 

176E0 8580 OOO 

78333 6128 033 

60380 65530 033 

8960 I860 

12320 8770 694 

66890 77160 5B5X 

78380 83390 385 
68820 73000 287 

20800 214700 287 
*05 787a 000 

7431 7BD6 000 
7533 BO 76 1* 

8321 0491 U6 

raea earn 203 
23440 7*640 OOO 

22970 34440 OOO 

3050 33360 000 
36290 3868 OOO 

8880 17940 061 

17370 ©120 081 

----- — STM 2068 28B 

Saforr FVs T^oa am 1*0 

SmaCosABcvry 54660 575*0 196X 

76760 60800 198 

8000 17030 393 

20U0 ZU8 Z» 
BOV 8740 168 

<6460 17540 186 

39220 41730 057X 

66050 0T760 067 

Mcurt ae Fund Manager, Ltd 
Ijtesthral Srpiare, Edrfieqh EH3 fSU 
Otoma MM 6KU0. Broker 05M 660000. 
DuaSng, 05M 440000 

Internet In foniiarJu n^icwtonxoiA 

A meraun QirhAcc 6459 SB7I 000 

towB aii Gwli he 6*09 w nn n 

^4*2® TtlQ on.n 2Js 

Cmrifcc 7287 7287 678 

5034 5024 679 

g *™” 8725 13537 2* 

7225 7740 000 

riUhWW CSS* 8397 158 

25786 27*31 US- 

28337 JM* 102 
17167 *262 1ft? 

*417 17*64 I® 

S253 5586 409 

4U4 4*08 409 

382 38136 284 

13082 tHO 501 
4336 468 000 

236B 25» 000 

raw met am 

— 1877 8*22 OK 

Norrirera Rod* IWe Ituu Ltd 
Bnk» Hoene. Bc^ut Centre Gorforth 

’SmSjlE 

[ghlrrarre aa*3 645 

Sl^* Bfand M8L l Oord, Et tac. K2I 2DL 
^ DWm 8J« *JS5B5^ 

0345 875500 

CaahHown tr.« ©ib? 627X 


General Acc 
Qnerti Acc 
Groan he 
Hsnertaetec 

rigrw hcome 


hd Bond 
a* Grown 


Oierul 
Oriental Acc 


Fra 

Cash Heron Acc 
DOtrUuUCTi Acc 
OstAMOcnhc 
BMty 
EaUty he 
Eu c pe en 
Qctni Grown 
H0incame 
ha Grown 
WSmeaCcs 


Manaoed 

UsnaBedhc 


Pacdtel .. 
Premier he 
SmelCos 
Special STB 
UK Orren 
Semi l> Pm 


0800 629 HO 
Bromrllrm: OHO 1 
Amer Srr© Cos 
Cesn 

Ora Dragon 
Co m modHy 
EragMkiB 
Eupn Grown 
Eiapn SrhC ua 
Erin tone 
Far Eastern Qnn 

FarEBenaraCOB 

Financial Secs 
G*l 5 Eaptoratn 
(hewn 
rign hcome 
ra Bona 

mi 

Japsi Grown 
Japan Sme Cos 
Korea 

Lren Amonca 
■tatsriiaxj 

New Einpg 
(ftemrer Eqry he 
Pr mtoftqryGrwn 
3 E Asa Own 
SouttonMlUu 
UKOOteas 
IKEraatyhc 
»* EqueyGvrnahc 
UKSttoCoa 
us Growth 


01796 *48644 

weanAomnCH) 

WsfiOiFiaevBihc 


M 

BUf 

Td 

0*93 

0555 

627 

0603 

144* 

*67 

raw 

12243 

4S7X 

06230 

icon 

188X 

M2S5 

10082 

386X 

33LB 

35043 

05* 

rasa 

pare 
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Base rates unchanged but Halifax puts up mortgages 


The Monetary Policy 
Committee has decided 
to leave interest rates 
unchanged at 7.25 per 
cent. But this failed to 
stop Halifax raising 
mortgage rates 
yesterday afternoon. 

Leo Ptnerson reports. 


The City breathed a sigh of re- 
‘jllief yesterday at news that the 
» Bank of England's Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC) had de- 
cided, at least for the time being, 
to leave interest rates on hold. 

Sudhir Junankar, assistant 
director of economic analysis at 
the CBi, said: “We think the de- 
cision was justified by the in- 
formation on the economy." 
Jeremy Peat , chief economist at 
Royal Bank of Scotland agreed* 
“1 am sure this is the correct de- 
cision. Both Treasury and Bank 
of England forecasts point to a 


marked slowdown in the UK 
economy through 1998." 

Following recent signs that 
the economy could be slowing 
down, including data released 
yesterday suggesting a bumper 
Christmas on the high street 
could be ofr the cardsafler alt. 
the MPC's decision had been 
widely anticipated. But some 
mixed economic signals in 
tandem with last month's sur- 
prise rate rise had left the mar- 
kets jittery in the run-up to 
yesterday's announcement. 

It was not all good news, 
though, for millions of UK 
home-owners. Halifax an- 
nounced that, on 1 January, it 
will increase its mongage rates 
by 0.25 per cent to S.7 per cent. 
Gren FohvcIL deputy chief ex- 
ecutive of Halifax, said its rate 
rise was a direct consequence of 
the Bank's decision on No- 
vember 6 to increase interest 
rales by 0.25 per cent. 

Mr Folwell said: “We de- 
cided not to pass on any in- 
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BA and Qantas get go-ahead 
^ for merged services 


British Airways and Qantas were yesterday given the all-clear 
to merge their services on the Kangaroo route between Lon- 
don and Australia, where the two carriers command 40 per 
cent of the market. Under a deal approved by Australian 
aviation authorities, BA and Qantas will code share on 310 
flights a week and sell seats on each other's services. The 
clearance came as Qantas celebrated the 50th anniversary 
of services between London and Sydney by announcing a 
A$560m upgrade of its long-haul Boeing 747 fleet. 

Steel leaders’ sterling plea 

Steel industry leaders yesterday issued a fresh plea to the 
Government over the level of sterling, saying it had cost £lbn 
in lost export orders in the last 15 months. Brian Clayton, 
president of the UK Steel Association, warned this would 
mean lower investment and fewer jobs and called on min- 
isters to recognise the damage that an over-valued currency 
was doing to UK manufacturing. 

The President of the Board ofTrade, Margaret Beckett, 
told the association's annual meeting that the Government 
wanted a stable and competitive exchange rate but the best 
way to achieve this was to avoid the boom and bust policies 
of the 1980s. 

Britannia rethinks 
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Britatnflla-Buflding^ocieQrsaid ithasdeddedt^restructure 
its life business in a move which will include the permanent 
loss of 240 jobs and the phasing out of a further 180 posi- 
tions but aims to ensure the group's long term profitability. 
Britannia Life will withdraw from the independent financial 
adviser (TFA) market for new business with effect from 12 De- 
cember. and its life and pensions products will be solely dis- 
tributed through the branch network. 

Metropole boosts Stakis 

Stakis, the hotel and casino group, announced a 92 per cent 
rise in pre-tax profits to £5 6m thanks to a maiden contribution 
from the Metropole hotel chain it purchased for £3 27m last 
year. Profits at its struggling casino division fell to £7.8m 
(£8. 9m). Stakis confirmed it was looking to invest heavily in 
its casino chain after the restructuring of the division pro- 
duced encouraging results. 

Energis set for top price 

The flotation of Energis looks set to value the business phones 
group next week at close to the top of indicative price range. 
It would put a price of up to £962m on Energis. which is owned 
by National Grid, with shares expected to begin trading at 
well above 300p. Energis had previously suggested a price 
range of between 250p and 325p. 

New snags in gas plans 

BG, the former British Gas; was feeing a new rift with Ofgas, 
° m \ the industry watchdog, yesterday after the company raised 
v- new risks to customers from moves to open the domestic to 
competition next year. Thmsco, the BG division which owns 
the pipeline network, said new computer systems to track 
homes as they switched supplier could be hit by even minor 
errors and it had no contingency plans in place to deal with 
problems. Ofgas has proposed to extend competition in the 
North of England from February 1998, but BG said the watch- 
dog should only proceed once systems were proven to work. 

Korean market soars 

Asian markets yesterday were swept with a mood of opti- 
mism following the conclusion of an agreement between South 
Korea and the International Monetary Fund for a rescue pack- 
age which now stands at $57bn. In Korea the market regis- 
. „ (cred its biggest ever one-day gain, rising by almost 7 per cent 
| The much battered South Korean currency, the won, finally 
* managed to reverse its decline against the US dollar. 
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COMPANY RESULTS 
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crease in mortgage rates to our 
existing customers before 
Christmas but preferred to wait 
io see the outcome of the 
December meeting of the Mon- 
etary Policy Committee.” Hal- 
ifax will shortly announce 
details of its new saving rates, 
also due to rise from 1 January . 

Data from the Confederation 
of Business Industry seemed io 
support the MPC's decision. 
Retail sales growth slowed in 
November, according to the 
CBI. with a positive balance of 
23 per cent of retailers saving 
that sales were higher than at 
i his time lost year. This com- 
pares with positive balances of 
38 per cent for October and 2b 
per cent in September. “It was 
a weaker survey thitn we had ex- 
pected,” said economists :ti 
HSBC Markets. 

New figures on construc- 
tion orders also signalled that 
the eagerly anticipated eco- 
nomic slowdown amid be on its 
way. New construction orders 


received hv contractors in the 
three months to October were 
I per cent lower than in the 
three months to July- The En- 
gineering Employers' Federa- 
tion also said yesterday that pay 
settlements were below the rale 
of inflation for the third month 
on the run. 

But not all indicators are 
pointing in the same way. 
Alastair Epcron, chairman of the 
CB/'s Distributive Trades Survey 
Panel, said: "Anecdotal evidence 
from retailers points to cau- 
tious optimism that consumers 
will spend more freely in the re- 
maining weeks to Christmas.” 

And although new con- 
struction orders are lower than 
in ihe three months to July, they 
are still running at 4 per cent 
higher than at this time list year. 
Other figures out yesterday 
also suggest [lie economy is still 
growing strongly. Sales of new 
cars last month were 12.5 per 
cent higher than in November 
last vear. 



Season of uncertainty: Surveys suggest the high street boom is slowing but some retailers stiH expect a bumper Christmas 


Visit your local Time Showroor 
for the UK’s Best PC Deal 
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Choose a personal computer from your local 
Time showroom and you'll get the best value for 
money in the land. 

We make all our PCs in the UK 

We design and make all the PCs we sell including 
our award winning Colossus and Omega brands. 

We manufacture in Britain, employing over 700 
staff, and can incorporate the latest PC technology 
to give you better specifications at lower prices. 

We cut out the middleman 

We sell to you direct because, with no 
middleman, it means lower prices for you. Our own 
Showroom staff who specialise only In PC systems 
serve you directly and can give you better advice to 
enable you to select the right system. 

Try before you buy 

Visit your local Showroom and take a closer look 
at the quality and performance of our systems. 
Pick-up our PC Buyers Guide and speak to our staff 
who will give sound specialist advice, in jargon-free 
plain English, when you ask for it 

We get you started 

Our PCs are pre-con figured and ready for use 
with preloaded software. Simply plug in and switch 
on. Our unique 90 minute video trainer and user 
guide covers all aspects of normal PC usage and 
can be more useful than a visit from a home 
instructor as you can watch it and leam from it at 
your own pace, at times convenient to you. 

10 years of service and support 

Our service is also direct and we have been 
serving customers for over 10 years. Who else can 
provide the best service but the people who 
designed and built your PC. Each Showroom has 
trained technicians and a Service Centre in 
addition to direct hotline support to your home. 

Money back guarantee 

Buy with confidence with complete peace of 
mind. We believe our products, services and prices 
represent the best value in the UK. If you are not 
happy for whatever reason, you can return your PC 
to us within 14 days for a full refund excluding 
delivery costs. 


200M HomePro 


FREE 

Printer 


Epson Stylos 300 
colour irik|ei printer 
[Otter emended to 
ano*i£< 500 tree pnnws) 



166+ £ 

Budget PC 
System 


See showroom 
staff for details 


699 


Inc. VAT 


266-2 

Ultimate PC 

Pentun 0 368-2. 64Mb. 
64Gb, PCTV&Tetetea, 
56K modem. 4Mb ATI 
DVD graphics. 
VdeoPhone reowe. 15' 
screen and a lot more 



pentiuirr]! 


1545 


£1815 


Plus VAT 

.38 

Inc. VAT 


• VideoPhone recieve 

• £1000 of software 
including Lotus 
SmartSuite 97 

• Free Printer (limited offer) 

ProOuacK/Oa «XV3PjJ3 


999 


£1173 



Family PC 166M-2 


E 929 


166M-2, 32Mb. 4 3Gb. 24* CD 
mufraneefaa massive software bundle 

FREE PRINTER 

Plus VAT (krrated io Srs 2000 orders) 

m 



• Intel Pentium' 200MHz 
with MMX ly technology 

• 32Mb EDO RAM 

• 4.3Gb Ultra ATA hard disk 

• 56k voice/fax/modem 

• 24 Speed MAX CD-ROM 

• 3D Wavetable sound 

• 4Mb SIS Graphics 

• 14' (or optional 15") 

SVGA colour screen 

• PC97 chipset ATX 
motherboard 

• IBM Gold speech 
recognition 

200M-2 HomePro 

Best Buy model only £85 +VAT =£99.88 Extra with 
64Mb RAM. faster IBM 6x86MX PR200 processor with 
MMX Technology, additional 5 games software and 
FREE higher spec dual cartridge pnnter. ptmi« ■»*? *oo- rjt-w 

MediaX HomePro 

These models include Joystick. Microphone larger premium 

speakers and 15 multimedia educational titles at only 

£99+ VAT =£116.33 Extra ProaunoMta :<qm .ofrxuss hmm-c -sco-jo-sw 

All our Computers are year 2000 compliant 


12 Months Interest Free Credit 

Ch MediaX H5Te Fro. rr 3d s.s 3r. ; .y 

NO Deposit 
NO Payments 
NO Interest 


Examfte 200M HomePro MeduX Cash once 
E999 +£99 +ES delivery +VAT = £1319 53 
No Deposa. Ho payments for 1£ months and 
then pay rhe total m November i«S Loan is 
inierea free 4 fully repad within 12 mirths. 
Finance also available over a period o> 3 
years at APR 23 9% " nance is Subject to 
status Written delate available on request 


42 UK Showrooms 


Time Showrooms within 
the superstores of 


Powerhouse 




Win a PC for Christmas 

In our free Showroom competition 
See Showroom stall for details 

Visit your local Showroom or order direct on 

77 11 07 


2 Years Interest Free Crarfit 
OrUy with Exec Family model 


Exec Family Model shown above with 
15 extra software titles, joystick, 
microphone. 5 games and Compass 
CD. £148 +VAT £ 1 73.90 Inc VAT extra. 

mmea Fr» Eramifci Play |uS U30 &* ■ ,| T'*' 
ana 2^ rrvJrtWy iMyrwiiK cil 50 v 1 ' 

C598 85 depot* ortl 24 iwiBW faym-rs id 
C29 Total prte £9® +Ct« +C25cte**?ry *‘’- 57 
= £1294 65= Cash Pn» APfiO*- 



AYLESBURY 

Cambridge Close, 
Cambridge Hetai Park 

BANBURY 

2 Lockheed Close. 
Banbuy Hetai Park 

BASILDON 

Mayflower Retail Pwk, 
Anenal Road 

BRACKNELL 

Skimpedhill Lane 
Retail Park, 

The Pee) Centre 

BRENTWOOD 

61 .'S5 hftgh Street 

BRISTOL 

LysanderRoad. 

Patcftway. 
Cnbbs Causeway 

CAMBRIDGE 

The Bee Hive Centra. 
Cddhams Lane 

CANNOCK 

Orbital Retail Centre 

CARDIFF BAY 

Feny Road, 
Cardiff Bay Retail Part 

CARDIFF 

Newport Road 
(Opens 18 th Dec] 

CHIPPENHAM 

Hathaway Retai Park, 
Foundry Lane 

COVENTRY 

Galagher Retai Park. 
Stoney Stanton Road 

DAGENHAM 

Memelands Retail 
Park. Ripple Road 

DERBY 

The Kingsway 
Retail Park 

GUILDFORD 

Udymead Recai Park, 
curr pa Park Road 

HAYES 

Lombardy Retail Park. 
Cold Harbou’ Lane 


HEDGE END 

Hedge End Retaa 
Park, Toll Bw Way, 
Southampton 

HUNTINGDON 

Humngdon Ratal 
Park. S» Pelers Road 

IPSWICH 

SandbngsBeteirPark, 
Ranscxnes Way 

KETTERING 

Kettering Retail Park. 
Carina Road 

LONDON 

Humphrey Street. 
Southwark 

NORTHAMPTON 

Fbvenade Retail Park 

NORWICH 

Btackbeny Court, 
Swaetbriar Road 

POOLE 

Manning Heath Retail 
Park, Yarrow RoaJ 

SLOUGH 

Bate Road 

SOLIHULL 

Sears Retai Park, 
Marshal Lake Road 

SOUTHAMPTON 

Nursing Industrial 
Estate 

STEVENAGE 

Roaring Meg 
Retail Park, 
Monks Wood Way 

STOKE 

Festival Park Etruna 

SWINDON 

Greenbridge Reteil 
Park. Drakes Way 

TAMWORTH 

VfrtfuraftBl Centre. 
Btterscon 

WORCESTER 

Bga toal Park, 
Black pote 



Time Powerhouse Shcwroom r Smfee 





Other Time 
Showrooms 

BLACKBURN 

Whitebirk Trading 
Estate, Peel Centre 1 

NEWCASTLE 

MetroCentre, 

Red Quadrant 

GLASGOW 

34-38 SauchiehaJJ 
Street 

HULL 

Ferertsway 
(Opens 11 th Dec) 

LEEDS 

Crown Point 
Retail Park 
(Opens 12th Dec) 

PRESTON 

The Capitol Centre, 
London Way 

SHEFFIELD 

Meadowhall 

Retail Centre 

TELFORD 

Telford Shopping 
Centre 

WATFORD 

Asda Shopping 
Centre, 

St Albans Road 

All Showrooms open 
Sundays (except Brentwood) 

Canterbury opens soon 



Preston Showroom 
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CRICKET 


I Hollioake finds England committed to cause 


England's cricketers 
found a famous name 
from the past facing 
them when they 
launched their tour of 
Pakistan yesterday. 

Mark Baldwin reports from 
Lahore. 


Adam Hollioake glanced ap- 
provingly at the bare statistics of 
England’ s opening day “double 
win” in Pakistan - but positive- 
ly glowed when he spotted the 
red-raw grazes on several play- 
ers' legs. 

Hollioake is looking for to- 
tal commitment from the one- 
day specialists picked to 
represent England in the Shar- 
jah Four Nations' Tournament 
later this month. That commit- 
ment was evident in yester- 
day's defeat of a Lahore 
Gymkhana. Gub side that in- 
cluded Dean Headley, Ashley 
Giles and Matthew Fleming, as 
England successfully chased 
both the initial target of 142 and 
then an additional one of 282. 

“The players here are, as a 
group, fairly young but also very 
hungry to do well - and that’s 
very important," said Hollioake, 
the one-day captain. “I was im- 
pressed by the approach of all the 
players today". 

Alec Stewart struck the ball 
beautifully in his 78 not out, 
Nick Knight made 79 and Al- 
istair Brown a typically rum- 



Alistair Brown hits out on his way to an unbeaten 67 in Lahore yesterday 


Photograph: Graham Chadwick/Allsport 


bustious and unconventional 
67 from only 57 balls. 

The Gymkhana Club, who 
slumped to 33 for 6 against ef- 
fective new ball bowling by 
Dougie Brown and Peter Mar- 
tin when early morning mois- 
ture made batting awkward, 
managed to reach 141 for 8 
from their 40-over allocation 
largely thanks to some heroics 


by the 51-year-old former Test 
luminary Majid Khan. 

Majid, now the Pakistan 
Cricket Board's chief executive, 
but also still a regular club 
cricketer, came in at No 8 and 
ended up unbeaten on 50. He 
struck Graeme Hick’s off-spin 
for six late on, and his appear- 
ance was a delightful surprise 
for England’s tourists. 


Robert Croft, for example, 
had heard many tales about Ma- 
jid's elegant contribution to 
Glamorgan’s 1969 Champi- 
onship-winning team. 

Off-spinner Croft, bom a 
year later, and now of course a 
Championship winner himself 
after Glamorgan's success last 
summer, found himself bowling 
at a man still revered in Wiles 


Tendulkar leads Indian run feast 


and he, like all England's play- 
ers. enjoyed seeing the Old 
Master give more than one 
glimpse of his rare ability. 

Hollioake said: “I want this 
team to be flexible in its ap- 
proach. fr>r example our baiting 
order may change around quite 
a Iol depending on match cir- 
cumstances or conditions. Some- 
one could be down lo hal at No 
3 but end up going in at eight" 

Tomorrow and Sunday bring 
50-over matches against Ptik- 


India 512 

Sri Lanka 66 for I 


Saurav Ganguly and Sachin 
Tendulkar plundered sparkling 
centuries yesterday as India 
piled up the runs in the final lest 
against Sri Lanka in Bombay. 

India were dismissed for 
5 12 and then Sanath Jayasuriya 
smashed 50 off 44 balls as Sri 
Lanka replied with 66 for 1 from 
15 overs by the dose of the sec- 
ond clay's play cm the easy-paced 
Wbnkhede Stadium wicket 

Jayasuriya, who hit nine 


boundaries, was caught in the 
slips off the leg-spinner A nil 
Kumbie two overs before 
stumps. Marvan Atapattu and 
the nightwatchman Kumara 
Dharmasena were together at 
the dose. 

Ganguly made his highest 
Test score of 17 3 and Ten- 
dulkar finally struck form with 
148, full of strokes, during a 
record-breaking stand of 256 for 
the fourth wicket. 

The partnership was India’s 
best for the fourth wicket inlbst 
cricket surpassing the 212 by Vi- 
jay Manjrekar and Vijay Haz- 


are against England at Leeds 
way back in 1952. 

“Records are meant to be 
broken," said a delighted Ten- 
dulkar, who also surpassed the 
4.000- run mark in his 58th Test 
“This partnership was what the 
team needed and I am happy 
both Saurav and I came good." 

The Indian captain was con- 
fident of putting the Sri 1 anlcans 
under pressure over the next 
three days. “There is still some- 
thing in this wicket for the fast 
bowieis.7, he said. “They will be 
able to generate a lot more pace 
and bounce.” 
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i&tan A in final preparation for 
Sharjah, and (he last couple of 
hours of each game will be 
played out under the lights of 
Lahore's Gaddafi Stadium. 

England came to Lahore 
specifically to get that extra ex- 
perience of floodlit cricket - 
again with Sharjah conditions in 
mind - and Hollioake said that 
all 14 players would feature in 
the two matches. 

Pakistan A are lo be led by 
Test paceraan Aqib Javed and 
will include a number of other 
established internationals. 


ON&OAY MATCH (Lahore): Lahore G^m- 


Khar»CU> » Vfl kx 8 (40 overs. MajU » 
SOnol; England 2S3 tor4(NV Sn<fat 7S A 
D frown 67. A J Stewart 78oo). England am 
onpnaJ match by nine «c*as. lercfang J<5 
for J from 19 * ovars. 



Yorkshire 
veto more 
talks over 
Headingley 


Yorkshire yesterday ruled out 
further negotiations with Head- 
ingley’s owners aimed at resolv- 
ing their long-running dispute 
and exploring the possibility of 
developing the Test venue. 

Preliminary discussions into 
an application for Lottery fund- 
ing to upgrade Headingley 
broke down on Wednesday 
night with Yorkshire com- 
plaining of “uncompromising 
tactics” by Paul Caddick, the 
chairman of the company which 
owns the ground. 

The secret meeting had led 
to reports that Yorkshire were 
prepared to shelve their ambi- 
tious plans to relocate to a pur- 
pose-built stadium at Durkar 
near Wakefield - a project which 
Led to Caddick issuing writs 
against various members of the 
past and present club adminis- 
tration claiming £1 7m compen- 
sation for potential lost income. 

The impasse has led to York- 
shire stressing that “the litiga- 
tion will continue and it will be 
vigorously defended by the 
dub”. 

Northamptonshire and 
Worcestershire yesterday 
stepped up their efforts to sign 
Devon Malcolm following his 
announcement yesterday that 
he had rejected Derbyshire’s 
offer of a new contract. 

Despite Derbyshire's hope 
that they would persuade Mal- 
colm to stay, the two counties 
have both held preliminary talks 
with the 34-year-old pace man in 
recent weeks after he became a 
free agent on November 1. 

They will both intensify their 
efforts to win the race for his sig- 
nature following yesterday’s 
announcement, with Worces- 
tershire believed to be 
favourites for his services. 

Dermot Reeve, the Somer- 
set coach, plans to play one-day 
games for the county next sea- 
son. Reeve, 34, was forced to re- 
tire from playing in 1996 
because of an arthritic hip, hav- 
ing led Warwickshire to six tro- 
phies in the previous three 
summers. 





FOOTBALL 


League campaign 
winning over 


The Football League chair- 
man, David Sheepshanks, yes- 
terday made a final plea to Uefa 
to give England back a place in 
Europe for the Coca-Cola Cup 
winners - and the signs are that 
the League's campaign may 
end in victory. 

Leicester City were granted 
a Uefa Cup place after last sea- 
son's Coca-Cola victory over 
Middlesbrough, but then Eu- 
ropean football’s governing 
body removed it for subse- 
quent winners - because the 
Premier League rejected a re- 
quest to reduce their number of 
dubs to IS. 

However, Uefa's executive 
committee meets in Marseilles 
lodav to discuss the issue and 
high on its agenda is a recom- 
mendation. strongly backed by 
ihc Football Association, for the 
Coca-Cola Cup winners to con- 
tinue playing in the Uefa Cup. 

It has been suggested that 
the committee is likely to guar- 
antee the place for a further 
three years. “The significance to 
the League and the economic 
futures of our dubs is crucial, 
which is why we have cam- 
paigned so hard over the last six 
months," Sheepshanks said. 


The West Bromwich Albion 
chairman, Tony Hale, has 
launched an attack on Ray 
Harford after he walked out of 
The Hawthorns to take charge 
of Queen’s Park Rangers. 

Hale claims that Albion have 
been “used” by the former 
Blackburn Rovers and Wim- 
bledon manager to rebuild his 
reputation after the unhappy 
end to his spell at Ewood Park. 

Harford resigned at Rovers 
in October 1996, when they 
were languishing at the foot of 
the Premiership without a win 
in 10 matches and had been 
dumped out of the Coca-Cola 
Cup by Stockport County. But 
he has enjoyed success again af- . 

ter being given his chance by Al- 
bion. helping them avoid 
relegation last season and then 
moulding them into promo- 
tion contenders during the cur- 
rent campaign. 

Hale said: “There are not 
enough words in the E n glish 
language to describe how I feel 
at this moment in time. 

“We have been used by Ray 
Harford. We resurrected his ca- 
reer. He was nowhere when we 
resurrected him. 

“We have helped put him 



into a r — : -~j —— 

in the country would want 
take him as their manager.” I? 

Tottenham’s new chief * . 
coach, Christian Gross, is keen 
to sign the Swiss International ‘J , 
striker Kubiiay Tfirkyflmaz ., ~ .. 
from his old dub. Grasshopper/ /' . 
Zurich. Birmingham Cffy have j i; .l. 
enquired about, the veteran, / 1 
Rangers striker. Ally McColst. ’ ( 

The out-of-ferour Liverpool 
midfielder, Michael.Thomas, is . - 
thinking over an offer to join. ' 
Coventry City- Liverpool have - 
accepted the Sky _ . Blues! N 1 
£800,000 bid. : 

The former Borussta Dart-, 
inund coach Ottmar HitzfeJcf 
will take over Bobby Robson's > ' • 
role as director of reciuitxnteaaf: r" ' 
at Barcelona, according to#i£L.. • 
ports in Spain yesterday. : . . - 

HJtzfeld. who became tech- 
nical director at Dortmund af- 
ter winning the European Cup 
last season, has signed a pre- 
liminary agreement with Bar-^ 
celona, according to the reportsV ^ 
Robson has hinted strongly he r. 
wants to return to coaching af- 
ter stepping down as coach at -S 
the Spanish dub last season ancPV “ 
being replaced by the Dutch- . 
man, Louis van GaaL 
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Shankly honoured in bronze 


Sixteen years after his death, 
Liverpool yesterday matched 
Manchester United's tribute to 
Sir Malt Busby by unveiling a 
statue lo Bill Shankly. The sim- 
ple inscription on the plinth 
reads: “He made the people 
happy" 

The 7ft 6in bronze statue 
will stand outside the place 
thui worshipped Shankly most. 
The Kop. It will also guard the 
entrance to the dub's Liverpool 
Visitor Centre which was also 
opened yesterday by Shankly’s 
widow, Nessie. and the widow 
of Bob Paisley. Jessie. 

His arms stretched out in 
victory, the juxtaposition is apt 
- the man who made the mod- 
em club in front of the muse- 
um designed to show off his 
triumphs and those who fol- 
lowed him. 

As Ebbe Dinesen. of Carls- 
herg. who commissioned the 
statue, said: “He laid the foun- 


dations for a mountain of suc- 


cess." 

Inside the visitor centre, 
Shankly’s monument is both his 
managerial record - three 
championships, two FA Cups 
and the Uefa Cup - and his 
words. “If you are fust, you are 
first," reads one caption on the 
wall. “If you are second you are 
nothing.” reads another. 

A third, spoken to a poor 
translator who was trying to 
open communication between 
Shankly, a promising xeno- 
phobe, and Italian journalists, 
reads: “Just tell them I com- 
pletely disagree with everything 
they say.”: .l .'T ! 

la n Callaghan Was one of 
many past and present players 
going through a former Kop 
LumstOe yesterday and seeing his 
own likeness in a waxwork mod- 
el of an old Airfield dressing- 
room. “Some of the things were 
a bit far-fetched but you believed 


most of them,” he said. “Shank*' , ; r 
believed them himself soyoi -- 
tended to go along with him. Hr 
was a great man.” 

So, according to Shankly-^ ^ 
were all his players, but hi t 
praise always took on an extn 
dimension when he spoke of hi-_- . 
centre-half and captain. Rot 
Yeats. “The Colossus” hansel 
cut the ribbon to unveil the stal_ 
ue yesterday at the request c/ 

Nessie Shankly and Jessie Pai^ 
ley, making no fuss, saying n- - 
words. In short, the way Shankly *1^ r 
would have wanted. 

At the same time you wer 
struck by how things hav « 
changed/Thc statue was drape ' 
in a sheet covered in Carisber 
logos, a form of advertising-' 
that would have been unheai - . 

of in Shankly’s day. Tb have 
brewery pay for a tribute to 
confirmed teetotaller woul r -» 
have amused him greatly. 

- Guy Hodgsc 7 .; 
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FA cur COUNTDOWN 




Linnets hoping for a merry 
day out at Miilmoor 
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A trip to Rotherham 
may not seem like a 
glamorous day out, 
but for one Norfolk 
non-League club it is 
something to savour. 
Rupert Metcalf explains. 


The last time King's Lynn 
beat a Football League club in 
the FA Cup, the directors of 
their vanquished Third Divi- 
sion opponents were so dis- 
tressed by the experience that 
they sacked their manager. 

Being beaten 2-1 on home 
ground in November 1961 by 
the Linnets, as King’s Lynn are 
known, was the end of the road 
at Coventry City for Billy Frith. 
He was replaced by Jimmy 
Hill, and the Sky Blue Revo- 
lution was underway. 

As the Lumets’ own club 
history states: “Had it not 
been for Lynn’s Cup exploits, 
it can be claimed that Jimmy 
HDl might never have become 
the household name he is to- 
day. KLFC have much to an- 
swer for!” 

On Saturday, at MiUtnoor, 
the Norfolk dub will be seek- 
ing their first share of the FA 
Cup headlines since those 
long-gone days of the early 60s. 
Their second-round oppo- 
nents, Rotherham United, 
have been in impressive form 
in recent weeks, so a loss to the 

linnets is unlikely to lead to 
the departure of their manag- 
er, Ronnie Moore, but it would 
certainly heap embarrassment 
and humiliation upon the 
South Yorkshire club. 

This is because Lynn are by 
no means big fish in the non- 
League pond. They have nev- 
er played in the GM Vluxhal! 
Conference and, although they 
are currently riding high in the 


Dr Martens (Southern) League 
Premier Division, within foe last 
10 years they have nearly 
slipped out of the Southern into 
a local league. 

The W&lks, their spacious 
stadium, was passed fit for the 
Conference earlier this year, so 
there are high hopes at the 
118-year-old club that they 
might join the non-League 
6Lite in the not too distant fu- 
ture. The Whiles’ crowd record 
was set in 1951, when 12,937 
saw Lynn removed from the 
FA Cup by Exeter. They first 
entered the Cup in 1900. and 
five seasons later they reached 
the first round for the first 
time. They iosl J 1-0 at Aston 
Villa -stm their record defeat 
in the competition. 

The Linnets did not defeat 
a Football League dub in the 
Cup until 1959, when they 
overcame Aldershot 3-1 at 
The Whlks. They have readied 
the third round once, in 1962, 
when their win at Coventry 
earned them a trip to Everton. 
Lynn were then, not for the 
first or the last lime, in finan- 
cial difficulties, and their share 
of a 44,916 gate at Goodison 
was welcome. A 4-0 defeat did 
not embarrass them, cither. 

Before their 1-0 home win 
over Bromsgrove Rovers in the 
first round last month, their 
last win in the Cup proper was 
in 1973, when Wimbledon 
were beaten 1-0 at The White. 
That was not the shock result 
it would be today, though, for 
the Dons were then, as Broms- 
grove are now, rival members 
of the Southern League. 

Although the Linnets have 
stayed firmly out of the Cup 
limelight for years, their man- 
ager has not. Peter Morris 
steered Kettering Town to the 
fourth round in 1989, they 
beat Bristol Rovers and Hali- 


fax Town before losing to^. 
Chariton Athletic. They also' -, 
just missed out on a place in 
the Football League, finishing ' .. 
second to Maidstone United in 
the Conference that season. 

“We’re not that good yet,” - 
Morris said this week when- " 
asked if his current team could * •** 
emulate the feats of that Ket- 
tering side, ’‘and we’ve got a 
very stiff task at Rotherham-" 

Morris is one of the most ^ ’ 
experienced managers in the 
non-League game. As a play- 
er he was a determined mid- - ^ 
fielder with Mansfield, Ipswich : 
and Norwich. He began his 
managerial career in 1976 at ‘ *■ 
Mansfield and has also been in 
charge of Peterborough, 
Crewe and Southend and, out- 
side the League, Nuneaton : 
and Boston United as well as * 
Kettering and now the Linnets. 

At The Whiles Morris has • 
built a side that displays the 
same honest, hard-working 
qualities that he showed as a 
player- His only player with sub- 
stantial League experience is l 
Tony Spearing, a left-back for- f 
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merfy with Norwich, Leicester, ! ^ 


Plymouth and Peterborough, 
but several other players were • 
rejected by League clubs and- 
may feel they have something . 


Sport; 


to prove: One is the former Ip- 
swich goalkeeper James HoU- 
man , who could be the busiest 
man on the pitch at Rotherham. 

For Hollman and most of 
his team-mates, tomorrow’s 
trip to Miilmoor will be the k 
biggest match of their careers j j .. 
to date. Along with a live tele- V '* 
vKion audience, Morris was 
highly impressed by Rother- 
ham when he travelled to Turf 
Moor to watch them thrash 
Burnley 3-0 in a first-round re- 
play - but, as Morris said: 

There’s always one shock re- 
sult and it could be us.” 
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Zaralaska stock goes into free-fall 
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Festival prospects wax 
and wane at Leicester* 
but there will be no 
return to Aintree for last 
year's Grand National 
winner. Greg Wood 
reports. 


The value of an investment in 
ante-post markets can cot only 
go down -as well as op - it can 
a&oe&poraie completely. That 
-3fems to be the fate of bets on 
Zaralaska for the Champion 
Hurdle in March following his 
defeat in a novice event at 
Leicester yesterday, and even 
those optimists who had backed 
him at 16-1 for the Festival will 
have found little to comfort 
them in his performance. 

One small consolation, per- 
haps, is that Aldcrbrook. an- 
other top-class Flat home who 
switched codes, was also beat- 
en early in his career over hur- 
dles. A season later, he raced - 
and won -Twice over the sticks, 
with the second victory coming 

RESULTS 


LEICESTER 

1. VENT O-AOUT (A P NteCoy) 1 -2 
fcto-2- JbIM ■©• 2: 3. Grata tlmw 50-1 
iawL * (M Pipe. VMtogtoqi Tbw CMO: 
EMaClflaCBSUDF: cam CSF:C457.Tno: 
EB3£0 l 

1 act 1. OLIVER'S SECRET [APMcCotf 
5-1 ter; a Joteagoodun 6-1 ; a Man of The 
HMAB-t ISran. IQ 27. (M Pfoa. WaOng- 
telt fete: ESSO; E2BQ E2Q £2aa . OF. 
C1&2Q. CSF; £33.77. Tno: £3180. NR-. Bar* 
Aaenue, Ch ur c hte wn Chance, Lantwi 
ISO: t. SOUTH WEST EXPRESS (W 
MorKon) 9-1 ; 2. Viacorart Tufly B-i ; 3. Es- 
kimo Klaa 11-2:4. Braztoftuto 02. 16 ran. 
4-1 few Edward Seymour ptfij. 27s. 3%. (0 
WWta. Westtury On Severn^ Tola: £2120. 
GUQ £Z5Q £120. £160 OF: £12060 CSF: 
£7822 TUCMfottKa. Trio: cm AO. 

120: 1.E0RE00N BLEU (J CUdty) 8-1 ; 
a CUaryTs Lad 4-1 ; a InTnitti 8- 1 8 ran. 

7- 2 t» Fkott Ai ‘h, 37. (Lfes H Krtgftt Wm- 
tagB). feta £620; CUQ eiSQ E2M OF: 
£4160 CSF: £3588 Tneast £26342 Trio: 
£8840 NR: Seod Rcga. 

250: 1. WAHIBA SANDS (A P McCoy) 
H-222aratatea V5 tor. Z. rm Maggy 20-1 
10 ran: 4 tt (J Duifcp. ArmtoQ Tbte: £560; 
£m«UQ £130 DF: £140. CSF: £64a Trio: 

hen he spoke ufh riga 

.._ J 0 ~ T %m= 1. FLEET CADET (G Surti] 4-5 

«nd lapiain. Rno KfajNmsun Dora 5-1; 3. Safisong 10-t 
CoiOS'-Us" himseH 2. 30 (M Ppe. W fcli ig aj n). feta £170 

, , „ DF: E3JD0 CSF: £467. 

•n to unv oil the sa- jackpot: csotsuo 

Ptacwpot £3150 Quadpot: £1230 
Piaca 8: £3191 Place 5: £2360 

WINDSOR 

1230: 1. SHAHRUR (M A Ftegerakl) 3-1 
Jt ter; 2 Bullfinch 14-1; 2 WBd Rita 3-1 ]t 
tec 18 ran. 2 12 (6 L Mown Brighton) fete: 
£270; £130 EMO C1AO DF: Ctttt CSF: 
.£4770 Trio: £3860 

1.00: 1. HALONA (D Gateghei) 8-1; 2 
Special Beat 3-1 tar, 2 Persian Butisrfiy 

8- 1 7 ran. 10 sh-txL (C Moriock, Wamape). 
Tbte: £2290; SASQ'£2Ja DF: £3360 'CSF: 
£3141 

140: 1. INTO THE CLAN frl F Tifleyl 
100-30', 2 Hum TT Haw 0-2 3- Sootby 7-4 
tor. 8 ran. 12 22 (Mte H Knight WtelhflBV 
■fete £270; £160 £300 £i8Q DF: CIUO CSF: 
£2465. 

200: 1. GEORGE BULL (A Thornton) 
20- 1 ; 2 Better Olfer T-3 far, 3. Bfcrrred 7- 1 
15 ran. Nk, Ul (Cap! T Forster. Doomton) 
Tbte £3010; £580 £tfQ £170 DF: £270 CSF: 
E28J2 Tno: £1850 NR:2dse. 

240: 1 . NASHVILLE STAR (C Llewelyn) 
©^2 CooWr Hero 9-2 2 Dear Do 9-1 
8 rad- 2-1 taw Sr Danta Nk. 2'k. (H Math- - 
sw( BurfonJ). Tote £1050; £2X1 £180 £140 
pFrCHaO CSF: £3485 Thcase £3«79 
1. DAMAS (Mr G EKotl) 100-30; 2 
Homs 9-2; 2 Nescar 2-1 ter. B rteu 2 
flpe. WteftiganV Tote: £360; £170 
IDF: £640 CSF: £1772 
220:1. AUGUST TWELFTH (IASDU- 
raflU^t 2 Cabocfton 7-2 jt lav; 2 Dark 
Stewtrifrl 12 ran. 7-2 Jttav Come On 
j Pta* a tt. (D OBrien. Tbntrttae) Ttotn: 

E840; £25Q C17Q B43Q DF; £236Q CSF: 

I £5597.-1ric8£b £85497 THo; £18820 
• Ptocepot £2500 Quadpot £820 
, Place 6: £7560 Place 8: £4867 

” LiNGFIELD 

. ,, r . l„>iOE » '1240: 1. CHtPSTEAD BAY (C ScaBy) 

1 1 ■ 5) ^>^2- T»n« fe F»y4-1 ; 2 Sharp Imp 2-1 

.ihlcllC- Ttlt> ^;.^a«lte?Aa (Klwory) fete £2330; £330 
... .m a nlaw® OFi EixmTSF: £7Q2t Wc- - 

nul on k i nkh «£ :--*»p94 Tfiaisaaa 
•> 1 Iini»*% 1. BATCHWORTH BELLE {S Can 

n,. I ifsited® !">‘**K-4 l to: *■ ftacious Princess 7-2 2 
■lalusU-ni- t- tui ,.j l5{i> Magic Bren. (EWheeteri-fete 

dial sraf®. ;. mb;eoq Etao cwo DF-.iaax csp. £732 

• , »*«a»i«:MteedTheCut 

not thill L*.’ 1 u • ■ ; .jU Os.1. --SIGNED AND . SEALED (T 
l rhis V-L'-k nllS| Wted«*2F7rtigColOW»10-T1 tor; 

.■urr^nt w r-*Wwifiw n*i df ; csf: « i35 

.if ^^£**50 W:OwilKiraaa Fhlher Dan 

:C rca . *-WflSPERED MaODV (A CbriO 

-and MV"- - k 2 square MBS Miss 16-1 : 2 Mo- 
‘ 1 „ R.-dhi:rlU® 'fi. (J Akehwsft fete 

isk .11 IvL ; flrfl-fffi* 1 ** E2» DF: CSF: 

k on- - »-' f lhtr k * ■ £22241 Tito: £13830 

. — ID ^ V^-Mfe-.T. -UONIZH <W Ryan) 7-2 2 

;<j mima*-- ■ - to»,Brew3-l;a Pine Ridge Lad 7-1 

. -■ ff-irtSJ- A’* ■' " V: - ^ S*cr« Spring. 7 , 2 (Mrs JCe- 

Jt - t*- 1 -—..J r-.ai^^TOltWlEasa DF: £1160 CSF: 

' M-nstK’ld- ^ - mEt 1 - UK*** THE SKY (N Certsts) 

^ h h* ^•«ssB5assass 

. r.vr in l 0,p ^)Swaso:sasa£BoaEiBa of- ebssq 
\\ V» lC ^ c . , K-t.1l 6 ■ CS ?«lfi5Tlrtctet£ai2JBa Trio: £25030 
..„J ha- j iJUVnniilflnalt 53 
- p.. Il . r K>^;fe^Dro 1 iB«Ste5-i : a MrFbrty- 

i ■ 
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ud him -zrcaih. 
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in thu Champion Hunile ii&cIT. 
Yesterday’s contest - which wav 
won. to give him due credii. h\ 
Wihiba Sands, another useful 
recruit from the Flat - was 
also run at a very slow pace, 
which would not have suited 
Zaralaska. but it Ls still hard to 
believe that he could not give 
the winner 71b and juslifv his 
starting price of 1-5. 

“They've gone no gallop and 
it turned into a sprint/' David 
Nicholson, Zaraiaska’s trainer, 
said. “But he’s jumped well 
and he will go to Kempton on 
Boxing Day for the novice hur- 
dle." William Hill immediate- 
ly him from their Champion 
Hurdle betting, while Coral in- 
troduced Wahiba Sands, who 
was the first ever winner over 
hurdles for John Dunlop, at 
16-1. 

“We schooled him last year 
and he seemed to enjoy it," 
Marcus Hosgood, Dunlop's as- 
sistant, said. “We did it again 
this time and he jumped so well 
that we thought we'd give il a 
go." The Knights Royal Hurdle 


al Ascot on 20 December may 
he his next stopping-off point. 

A mure realistic chance of 
success at Cheltenham in 
March seems to he held by Vent 
D"Aoul. who ran away with the 
three-year-old hurdle and is 
now a lh-1 chance for the Tri- 
umph Hurdle. Martin Pipe, 
Veni D'Ai rut’s trainer, now has 
three in his yard whu are vying 
for ante-pusi favouritism for the 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Skycab 
(Sandown 1.00) 

NB: Clifton Set 
(Exeter 2.25) 

juvenile championship - Rain- 
watch and The French Furze are 
the others - but since Vent 
D'Aoul is owned by the Elite 
Racing Club, which sponsors the 
Triumph, it is fair to assume that 
she will take her place in the 
line-up next year. 

The future Is rather more un- 
certain. though, for Lord Gyl- 
lene. the impressive winner of 
last season's Grind National. So 


convincing was his performance 
ai Aintree in April - he heal 
Suny Bay. last Saturday's Hcn- 
nessy winner, by 25 lengths - 
that he would surely have won 
even under lop weight, and no 
other National winner since 
Red Rum has appeared in have 
a better chance of adding a sec- 
ond success to his record. 

Yesterday, however, ji was 
confirmed that Lord Gyflcne. 
who is owned by Sian Clarke, 
will nul run ai all this season. 
Zena Brookshaw. wife of the 
gelding's trainer. Steve, said; 
“Slcven, Mr Clarke and the nets 
have further discussed Lord 
Gyllene's prospecLs for the l^9R 
Grand Naiionai and have de- 
cided (hal. though they are 
very pleased with his progress, 
they will not take lhe risk this 
year with his being still such a 
young horse." 

Another Grand National 
winner. Rough Quest, will miss 
his intended reappearance in 
the Rehearsal Chase ai Chep- 
stow tomorrow, but his problem 
is no more serious than a 


bruised loot, and Terry Casey, 
his trainer, could well send him 
instead to the Tommy Whittle 
Chase at Haydnck a week lat- 
er. His possible opponents there 
include The Grey Monk and 
Simply Dashing, which would 
certainly make his debut won h 
the wail. 

The Rehearsal is. in theory, 
a dry run for the Welsh National 
at Chepslow just after Christ- 
mas. but with Rough Quest 
having already frightened off 
any worthwhile opposition, the 
in lest renewal has rather lost iLs 
significance. Instead, punters 
yesterday wanted to back Sam- 
lee. a runner at Sundown today, 
and he is now K-l (from 14-1 ) 
in the ante-post belting. 

Another leading candidate, 
meanwhile, will he without his 
regular partner if he lines up on 
27 December. Timmy Murphy, 
who would have ridden Bel- 
mont King, fell the full force ol 
Jockey Club discipline yester- 
day. when he was banned for 3f> 
days (9 December- 3 January t 
at Pi Tinian Square. London. 



Wahiba Sands takes the last flight on his way to upsetting 
Zaralaska at Leicester. Photograph: Julian Herbert/AJIsport 


SANDOWN 


1.00 Golden Eagle (nb) 
1.30 Stanmore 
2.05 Fujiyama Quest 


HYPERION 

2,35 Redeemyourseff 
3.10 SAMLEE (nap) 
3.40 Nemisto 


T JMur^iy 
R Ourmnody 8 
P Ha* 
. CUemelyn 


GOING: Chases - Good (Good to Soft n places); t-fertes - Good to Soft I Good m pLras) 

• ftght-nand cows® wnft stiff fences and an upW fmh. 

• ConB ts on A307. 4m soeih at Ktfigsioa Esher station (service from London Water- 
loo! actons course. ADMISSION: Quo CB. Jurvor ChO (17 - Siyisl 03: Grandaand . 
Part encesune £4 CAR PARK: £2 n members (Mora Lanet remander tree 

• LEADING TRAINERS: D Nicholson 22-75 (2S3V J Gifford 17-1Z7 (134»,l J0MK> 
38 (2&3%1 N Henderson 8-79 (XU V 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: R Donwoody 22-01 p72°b). A Magubo S-77 (247°bJ. A P Mc- 
Coy H-58 (166%). G Brwfley 9-76 11X0*11 

• FAVOURITES: 120 wns m 314 races (382%L 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Dantas Cavafler (13(2 Fuffysma Crest (205) 


ft nnl DECEMBER ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
I I D) £4,000 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £3,152 


3 71/C BENGERS MOOR (265) U P lwu»*i P itereas rio 

4 te I DANTES CAVAUER (10) <W H Ccnrj 0 aWCc- rrj 
i 63540 SMUGGLERS POINT (USA) (16) iXks V R 1-Ken; J Eroger 7 n 0 
6 F2ZS-1 WISE WNG (Tfl) |Cw Urw] J CM 7 Ti 0 

>6dedarad- 

BETTfNG: 15-d Dsrtes CwoUer, 3-1 Wise Kmg. 7-2 Bongars Uoor. 5-1 Sonmore. 61 AmUh. 20-1 
Smugglers PoM 

1996 Port's DOV r n 7 A Lbgwe r-7 !o* (0 ficftOKOn] 2 ion 

FORM GUIDE 

II c<Xdd be retevart mat Royal Event wen a Seulhwed on Wednesday after i wo runs and 
Cantos CavalKV a the same type item the yard after appearing at Easter and Hunr- 
ngdon Pipped by Loro Rootle at Huntingdon wnh the rest wel beaten o<l Dames Ca/r- 
afcei now hat the tAnhor. on ks lhe hisa wrc. out t« od beat Lord Roctte ten lengths 
over mottles ai FoNesicne last season Winner of a net bumper ar Arnree from Ashmen 
Boy on the day Royal Athleie won the Notional, Dames Cavaher could afi be worth op- 
posnq at me she* l odds so BENGERS MOOR is worth the bet on no debut over regu- 
lation ienccs Bcngers Moor won three unes In poarts hom five attempts Lack da previous 
run hasn't slopped plenty of he horses tr*s season and Bangers Moor could well out- 
stay Dames Cavaler today Wise King shoUd love this tup on ms chasng debut after 
wmnng with a big weight over hurdles at Newbury on ho reappearance. Won cut m the 
gsound. he wetdd not be without a chance and <s prelened to last-grousd winner Amlah 
and last-ground Cheltenham handicap winner Stanmore Selection- BENGERS MOOR 


FORM GUIDE 

Rodoemyoursetf locks me assured Javdu-itr after me Asoa srtwvng behind Simply Dosh- 
m j dji ARFER MOLE can beat mm despite the return !rc-n an absence Alter Mole came 
ta hand lira time up last season *nen ces*--; Second Ca8 at Toncester and toCowed 
Hji?»tth6cojr» and distance trcin Eulogy He tojnd it tough undei a mg penedly against 
Tenfc»n at Hurting con on its fnal start, plt net ae fresh again today and the ground a 
spet cn for hm. An early mrstaVe stopped Redeem) cursett in the hat Ascot handicap 
wan by Smpiy Dashmg but he .-.as rotes r-^vnng on vreli n the dosmg stages The. use- 
ful sort w3 come an a ipt for the run aid he v.on n style over fences at Newbury on he 
arty start last season Art Prince a always busty to tut a lew and the he dd at Kempton 
las time when thrd of four finishers to Super laacs after rts tirst-tence departure here 
wnen favoume m the race won by PhiBp's Woody At h« best on fast ground PhipS 
VJoody had tus ground that day when beaang Red B«an '*n lengths and. utM hesorAy 
3 pound worse with ths rrval he still locks worth opposing on ttus softer scrfeca Mis- 
ter Drum is another who prefers a fasts- surface and even with ha Huitngcton wrmer 
pannerRchard Otewvoody aboard ne bc>s beatable with the big wo^rt. Oatts Regrets 
has had tus proUems and trts ceteng raced )ust twice last season faces a stem test 
at tus reappearance. Selection. ARFER MOLE 


3.10 


BOVIS EUROPE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £9.500 
added 3m 5f 110yds Penalty Value £6,359 


4022-1 MNES (27) (D) (T piappelT Cury D tfchcfc&J asoorep P tfch*. 5 ti 4 . T J Ifurphy 


1 

4Q22-1 

2 

in 

3 

DO 

4 

50f 

5 

02- 

6 

2? 

7 

0W2 

B 


9 

0- 

O 

611-2 

n 


12 

5055- 

13 

42- 

H 

50 

B 

21 

« 

566 

17 

t« 

B 

4-5 

19 

0 

20 

6 

21 

0 


ROWNGTON (41) (D) (Ms Jaw Lone) D Ndxfson 6 tl 4 

00 ASKINTBEfn) (CbnenCUBrceriMssHKrte>5 D 0 

50f BOLDRQ«EO(saa)(aa»azteeih)NttettranStiQ 

02- B0R00M0 (303) (Mrs rMppa Cooper) C Breaks 5 It 0 

BRACEYRUN{B44)(BF)(DoLtieprTti)J0tf71i 0 

0W2 BRUSH ME UR(13)(MsCAtffeles) PR Vteb95h 0 

CHICAGO CITY (SNJErrtMroslJGrftod 4 n 0 

COOL NORMAN (NZ) (214) |UsDvtedtan)B Durban 5 n 0 , 
611-2 COUNTRY BEAU P3) (D)(BF) (Mu JJPteppaH)J tog 5 tlQ. 


JUbgte 

JCUtoty 

JRKmwegli 
.. . .SUcNHI 
._ C Lkneeflyn 
„ .R Thontioi (3) 
0 Bwnm (S) 
.. .0 Gabber 

... _ . .. R Dunwoody 

DERflrSaDRY(PRHedgeriPHedHw5tlO 1 Lawrence 

5055- EMBARGO (268) (J L Ou*p) J CXriop 5 11 0- — UtHOuNop(7) 

42- GOLD0J EAGLE (258) (FteOkJfieW)N Henderson 5 T10 JIARtzgwNd 

50- GORMAN (M8) ItbycrattLld) Ms9HKhgN5 Tl 0 jFlUey 

2! GREAT STUFF (080) (Uptinda Boodaoci) C BmcSs 6 tl 0 G Breda* 

566 IWNTROE (16) fMss Merel Tube!} R Ftere 5 ti 0 DMdgwter 

13-2 SIMONS CASTLE (26) p) (f4s B Ltenhan!) R 0S*Qfi V TIO .. .. APMcCoy 

4-5 SKYCAB (23) (PH Betts (HoUngs) Uf) J GNod 5 n 0 PMda 

‘ SMARTY(23)(»aTBnwrii)MsJP*itan4ilO DLaahy 

UICTS RED SUPPER £47) (P JJm^P Jones5TI9 GUpton 

PETITE (Bfffl (23) (R 1C Canei A tmel 6 tD 9 ... CRae(7) 

-21 dedarad - 

BETTING: 82 Country Beau, 11-4 flowaiglon. 82 Golden Eagle. 112 Dines. 10-1 Simms Caste, 
12-1 Skycap. 14-1 Embargo, 16-1 Biscay Run. Montroe, Gram Stuff. 20-1 Brute Me lip. Sourly. 
Ask kiTtae, Chicago Oy.fiorwflno. 25-1 other* 

®9& ftmare tamp 5 n S A Uagree 7-4 fav (D Mchaboti 12 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

R o erii t gtot t prowuaes to be abrere average at tHBfrawpmg game - as wa^Potenan. the 
sra ol Ns dam. Chatty Crest David Ncholson got hen bade in workmg order at Mtorces- 
ter six wetes ago (easy win from bad apposition) after the probtens sdee a temper mm 
on Dm same course war two years carter TNe obviously rates a sterner test ot he ab*- 
ity. GOLDEN EAGLE could be lake this on hts hirdes debut alter shown g promise n 
bumpara Fbwlh of 20 to B8y Bar hare last March, he reappeared a fortrught bier to rut 
Coimtry Baau to a length at Newbury. He s7b worse oft with Jeff Kings charge bul 
appeals as the type to do even better over luttes That form with Country Beau s de- 
oant, boanrtg m mnd that Arete Camper, second to Country Beau at Kempton. went on 
toW second to Florida PBart at Cheltenham and then won olPurchestowri Country Beaj 
has had a reoertf run - fawtfftB when second to Cherrymore at Newtesy last month - 
so holds an obvious chance fitness-wise The ar-lrfeh temper horse Dines wff find ths 
tougher after the Wincamon win from Tree Creeper on a taster awlace. Skycab is re- 
ported smart and takae on Country Beau again after finishing t3 lengths behind turn at 
Newbury. Selection: GOLDEN EAGLE 

[f o/if P & O DEVELOPMENTS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £8,000 
\ t,ow l added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £4,065 

teta AlttAH (USA) (21) (Sflfvo Qanrey P hatbs 5 ft 7 AltagUm 

■3U2IP STANMORE (13) (D) (Upends Bbod90rt)C Etoate 5 If 4 GBradtoy 


oncl BOVIS CROWNGAP WINTER NOVICE HURDLE (GRADE 
J 2) (CLASS A) £15,000 added 2m 6f Penalty Value £9,375 

1 10GF1 BRACKENHEATH (14) pidn 'jnsti D Gnuel E ti 4 .A P McCoy 

2 n-tl NOISY UNBT (13) iMs R J 9>an] D Ncm&on 5 tr 4 . AUaguia 

3 FP-2P6 CHSWYKUT (20) (Hum & Cb iBanwrouin) Lite P techdb ft 11 ft .TJMurpiy 

-i 4 FURYAMA CREST (13) (Thger Banesj N hendtrafl inO MARzgereMB 

5 33Wft PHYSICAL RJN (14) (A G Bteimae) A Budonore 6 tt 0 . DGNtegher 

6 P-3 PR05PER0 (19h**5 Gaync* Sdutnm Ms A Penult 4 Tt 0. . .. SDun-oody 

7 23-C RELATIVE CHANCE (IS) (CO) (Mss S J Kng 0 Ti 0 .JCuDoty 

8 111-22 SONG OF TW SWORD (19) (Lady Ucyd Wtebed J OU 4ti0. . GBratfley 

9 454V2 IIADAM MUCK (10) |The Co-opimas) N Treston-DM; 6 S3 9 C Lbwteyn 

-9tMarad- 

BETUhG: 11-8 Noisy Miner, 7-2 Fofrana CresL S-1 Song 01 Tha Swert, 6-1 Praepoo, 16-1 Btack- 
enheath. 12-1 ChenynuL 14-1 BsMB ue Chance, 16-1 Madam Muck. 66-1 Physical Fun 
996 Yafan 6 it 4 J OsOone 4- 1 <j Oku 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

David Nchofeon's Jack Tanner was beaten al 4- 1 on m (Jus race Iasi year and the tram- 
er saddles ivsur beaten Notsy MlneragamstMcLy Hendersons FUJIYAMA CREST over 
a stayers' trp which wi out the latter after a debut run a Ascot befww Zaralaska. Bouqht 
out of Mchaef Suxrtes yard for 65J300gns. Fuiryama Crest wff always be remembered 
as the IffiaJ leg ol Frar*» DetlQfift golden day at As cm Thai hurdtes iir a tortrughi ago 
was Fuyyama Crest's fust ouwig smee area ths stuffy character, a confirmed stayer, wf 
come on a bundle He lost tes ptare when the pace oreesaned at Ascot, bur fte got go- 
ng aqan on the turn lot home and it was a performance that gave a hint that a win was 
fkefy when he was put wrer a longer Inp. Wifh two bumper wins on the last ground last 
year. Noisy Mret has done nothing wrong with tejrtle wns at Chepstow and Anffee The 
opposition hasn't been ihat good Out Nresy Unei has won n style ana has a lavourites 
chance now has stepped H) n dstance Wmng pom-tD-poinier and novee chaser Cher- 
iymA<sabeckover<x(4esBltEi he su-th to Serw B Serutti at Ctteher-ham T>vie rrMst 
be doubls about hm having the pace whie Bracken heath is n a stronger race after 
beateg Decyborg at Ascot. Song Of The Sword was a belter than Prospero on their 
fast-grand form behnd Tidal Force at Cheltenham Selection RJJVaMA CHEST 


1 TTl-tP BUCK JAKES (USA) (26) (BF) !Axz» Sss&iTFEraa 9120... . MARtzgmldB 

2 h63£ INCHCAWjOCH ( 20) (CD) (B5)rJ Canal JKirg flUtt RDumnody 

3 13F1-2 WHAT A HAND (20) \F A Sarsa) B Ncrob 9 10 9 ^.TJUuphy 

4 12-351 SAMLEE (t3) (C) iV/fite Lcn rartnersX) p -febts S T 3 D Bridgwater 

5 U2I-42 LITTLE MARTINA (15) |i?iBDphsr Ne-rporti D Gresel 9 B 0... . . JRKawwagh 

-5 declared - 

Mmrnum we^fiL »QU True tonScap uagrt ust .V&tina 9a 4* 

BETTING: 5-4 What A Hand, 9-4 Samlce. 62 IrchcaBoc h . 10-1 Buck Jakes 

696 WTcaJoch 7 Tl 7 C Lit!? 4-6 U Kr a- e rar. 

FORM GUIDE 

1NCHCAILLOCH nor the last year from just three rivals who were al out of lhe handi- 
cap proper. Thai was ha fourth rm on the ediase and Jett Kng goes for the race agan 
with R chard Durwoody bo.N-fd The gelding rus got to do better than he did at Chel- 
tenham last rm6 when a long .vay behind Yfhal A Hand, bul he ran well at Prestbury 
reiN douhng the thrd last. Cheltenham would ne/er be Inchcaloch's ideal course and. 
with 3 tel more emphasis on toe today he car surprise What A Hand A star pomer for 
Richard Barber and a decent chaser v.-hen with Edward O Grady m Ireland. What A Hand 
stays al day and this stanvu res; on ground more suitable than at Cheltenham offers 
hm every hope after that second to Banjo Samiee is another out-and-out stayer who 
won at Amiree from Court Melody But he >3d finish a long way behmd fochcaXoch in 
Bertone's race at Ascot beforehand wWe Amercan chaser Buck Jakes is agon auto- 
matic top weight on the run-up to a tit at The Grand National Selection: MCHCALLOCH 


3.40 


2.35 


BOVIS LELLIOTT HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £9,500 
added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £6,652 
t W-43- OATS REGRETS £52) (£0) (C l C<5 G«t-TVom»cnl Ikss H Kruju 9 T tJ . Attagtare 

2 Llfl-C MISTER DRUM PO) (DJ (Vtefcoh: a*hefcri M vw^nson d n 0 RDunwoody 

3 -nh-5 REDE9IY0URSELF (13) (Q (D) IMrsT B imt) J'jrifcrd 6 It 9 PHtel 

J IO-F5 UNTON ROCKS (128)(D) fTh- f*n Ur. Townshendi P Nchob 6 n g TJ Murphy 

5 300- ARFER MOLE (281) (CD) (BF) (W E Slteti J 'Did 9 n 7 C UeweByn 

6 FtO-i PHIUW WOODY p6) (CD) (k G hxo) H Henderson 9 ft T MAFlfcgerNd 

7 I1-JF3 AHTPRWCE(16)(D)fTNeri A TucLaniah D Afoont C &wks 7 r 2 G Bradley 

8 3-2SEF RED BEAN (19) (C) (Ka^ Ynceru] K Vncern 9 do RThomttn(3) 

-Bdectered- 

AMmumragrt I tea. True h*Ueapu*pnt fled tem S® tOh. 

BETTING: MRedeemywmelt 7-2 FYufipT Woody. 11-2 Arte Mote. 61 Mister Drum. 7-1 An Prince. 
162 Oatts Regrets. B-i Unton Rocks. 12-1 Red Bean 
»96 Staefy Home 5 D 0 A Mag»e 9-J |t lav (P Brreenj 5 ran 


TOLL HOUSE HURDLE (CLASS D) E4.000 added 3YO 
2m 1 10yds Penalty Value £2,814 

1 -1FTO RUNNING DE CBBSY (FR> (24» (D) .P A D?ai> M Ppe n tt A P McCoy 

2 GREEN POWER (F50I iterate Umcpdi J = S8haae If 3 A Maguire 

J GUaDEHiEcaiomcSe-McyiPRi.’JettJeinS „C0TJwyer 

t i HAftetONY HALL (20] F^rvrc Tarn, J riTStov.^ t| 3 ... _R Thornton (3) 

5 KARA8URAN .-Mrs Helen LOs) n oitips It 0 - I Lawrence 

6 LUDO (Fi oz) (iteJa Lftwed) •.Ve&xr. fi 3 _D GaUagfier 

T MAJESTY (FSMiTne Sparing CrflN 3 D=* H 3 _.DBridgwete 

? MIDNIGHT WATCH (USA) (F38) I s KttMrim ? AWmerth tl 3 T J Murphy 

9 fSBSTO (F406) (The Pamennci Mss H p 3 J CUBoty 

O SHADlANN(FO<MchaefS!s>bjTii John aownj P rAupny 11 3 RDunwoody 

n SHARP TBIPER (Ffiz) it,1 Arche: •> v ! cxa^issti N TwscsvDaues ti 3 . .C Ltewelyn 

G 32 TOUGHACT^OliMisaCheiiLTsAPeintin : MARzgereid 

- 12 declared - 

BETTING: >1 Green Power. 7-2 Running De Censy. 4-1 Shadiann. 61 Harmony HaU. 6-1 Tough 
Act 12-1 Majesty. Nemisto. 161 Ludo. tfidiugtu Which. Sharp tenper, 20-1 Karabursn, Giatite 
»96 Far Dawn ruSAi 3 n 7 C Maude 5-2 itos A ?«neft' “ ran 
FORM GUIDE 

SHADIANN locks hteresang with ftchard Duvxwoy up otter the svrrtch from Luca Cimanfe 
stable Boughi tor 3£tJ0Ogns. Shastenn foots the type to shete first lime up and he gets 
tOfo from Running d® Ceriey. v.ho tound n tougher 31 Newbury wnh tus penalty when 
beaten 12 lengths by Supply And Demand James Fan&nawe runs two - the newcom- 
er Green Power with Ad nan Magve bopiad and Harmony HaH. who was dose be tend 
Tough Act when iterd to Misty Cay at Hjnimpaon Green Power ran m the better race* 
on the Fiat and is a ive-wfre <n Ites imate Selection: SHADIAMM 


ami no« ^ L * 


HEREFORD 


1.10 


HYPERION 

12.40 Gunner B Special 1.10 Seahawk Retriever 

1.40 Distant Storm 2.15 New Leaf 2.45 Laredo 
3^0 Toskano 3.50 Tim French 


GOING: Good (Good to Soft in ptacaaL 

• Right-hand come with 300yd run-in 

• Racecourse « north of bty on A48 Hereford ml station is one 
m*e away. A0MISSKM Chib £13; TafteraaBs CO; Course Encto- 
sure £5. Aocompanlad under-IGs free. CAR BARK: Free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 33-85 (347%), N TVriston-Osvtes 
28-94 (277%l N Henderaon W-30 (467%* P Hofaba T3-S8 £22%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: M A Fitzgerald tt -48 £23%). J R Kavanagh 
tO-57 D75f^. B Fenton 7-2B ps%\ R Johnson 6-74 (am 

• FAVOURITES: 200-507 (384V 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Operetta (2.15). 


| i0 PENCOED SELLING HURDLE (CLASS 

G j E2 > 400 2m If 


•231 FF SUPERINCK (W)(D) (BFJ MRpe6Tt 5 CMtede 

ATTARKH (F67) MreAKing4 10 12 —VSMItey 

04 GUWBi B SPECIAL (*3)JNn8e4 DC -RJoftneon 

100 04 PHROSE p) (Ifl C Jones 7 D 12 LSteemp) 

(MS SOLDIER COVE (FT) D Buchtri 7 D C DJBwtete 

00t& WELSH SftfftlEfl (58) Usf Mctde6 DC WUemton 

245350 HDIAN NECTAR (tl) RB0therton4 «7_ -S Curran 

55Q/P4 MEADOW DANCER (11) MssSYflton 01)7 BPowte 

OCB4-0 ROC AGE p3) G CteBS 6 O 7 Mlcbeef fttenan (3) 

-Sdedared- 

BETTWffi 64 Supem**, 9^ Sotdte Cove. 1M fntiai Itectei; B-1 Gun- 
iteBSpedd, WUteSpkuiaiiAIWUi, 14-1 Meadow DteGte 16-1 PfeWA 
26-1 Roc Age 


SIDNEY PHILLIPS FOR PUBS H’CAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4.500 2m 3f 

1 43F-23 JASON'S BOY (2) (BF) J M Etatfey 7 ti T RJoftneon 

2 3332U SHERWOOD BOY (4) (C) K Baky 8 tt 6 . P Henley (3) 

3 «M5 3B(SE OF VALUE (7) J Smtti e ft 3 . . Mr 0 McPhal (7) 

4 23361 SEAHAWK RET»£VER(16) (CO) PMcftotsen 1 

lb J Tinted (5) 

5 P-5035 SANDS POINT p2) C Popftem 7 00- . B Powell B 

- 5 dedarad - 

**nimuatB«ght !CH. True hsndfcap wwgftt: Sands Port 9a life. 
BETTING' Evens Saahewfc Retrimrs, 62 Sherwood Boy, 100-30 JaserTs 
Boy; 12-1 Sands Poire. 26-1 Sense Of Value 

JNNPLAN INSURANCE AMATEURS 
NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3,000 2m If 


. MrJLUewzflyn(5)B 

BERYLLIUM (11) M Ppe3 11 0 (Te*>. . . MrGEUod(5) 
HOTSWR SIRKT (26) E L James 5 10 n 

... . Mbs S Semwnth (7) 

MARG1 BOO pi) W Shecpand 4 T)8 . Mr O McPtaD (7) 
E2ZYS BOY (17) S Melor 9 ® 6 Mr J Rees (7) 

COMEONUP (11) JMBradsybDi. Baa V Routes (7) 
IADY CLARWA (51) S BotecsiBW 7 o 0 Mr P Coatee (7) 
THE FENCE SJHFSNKHt D9S) D IfcCan 6 100 

UiGLa*e(7) 

tfBSH PERRY (3S4) T Morion WOO Mr E Byrne (7) 

POCOHO KNIGHT (85) C Jnnec 7 WO Mbs A Dudfey (7) 


- Mdedared- 

Ufrnm vog ttiOa True nsntfcapwag»rfrchf^rTv9B life. P&awoMuph 
Sbf Pb, am&a&oseUBsi Kto 

BETTING: W BwytBun 3-T Gutfendge, 4-1 Bs»nt Stem, 81 MarjiBoo, 
1 o-l Ststiey Secure. 12-1 Emperor Buck 14-1 Lady Cbrim 16 1 Hotspw 
StreeL 25-1 EzzyTi Boy, 33-1 others 


2.15 


TOTE NOVICE CHASE (QUALIFIER) 



i 

520 

2 

336F3 

3 

F-P3W 

4 

SPP111 

5 

2321 

6 

0*0665 

7 

2*2244 

B 

54U/6 

9 

464-PO 

t> 

5F21i; 

n 

50431- 

e 

KUC- 

o 

40640 

w 

■OPTOO 


(CLASS D) £5,000 2m 3f 

1 0*0- C GROUf® NUT (13) (CD) R Sudda ? ti 5 BPo«JI 

? OOP-W JBJARO (16) W Jenfis 6 C C Cary Lyons 

3 XX & LORD MCMURROUGH (206) (0) J Htvte 7 10 12 

R Johnson 

J 0*1-2 NEW LEAF (19) D GartBlto 5 0 C PNtvon 

5 220-50 OPEfCTTO tIS) Mre S Nx* r 10 C WMamonB 

6 OP?- STAGE TWGHT (505) F Lkftfty 6 T) 12 MrSDuradt(5) 

7 23505 BR1DEPARK ROSE (15) 1C) M 9 C 7 C Maude 

8 5°P*-P KNOWING (ID Pwauis D»: Mbs E James (7) 

-SdecUtad- 

BETT1NG- 4-5 Ground Nul 5-2 Lota UcMurraugh 4-t hew Leaf. 161 Op- 
eretta. 20-1 Sage FrighL 25-1 Bndepart Rose. 66-1 oth ere 


3.20 


KINGS CAPLE NOVICE H’CAP CHASE 
(CLASS F) £4.000 added 3m If 110yds 

INDIAN DEUGHT (273) u Pee 7 T?0 C Mauds 

TOSKANO (SI) (CD) D WtomsS n O Mr S Durack (5) 


\2A5 


WIDEMARSH NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3.000 2m 3f 110yds 
I-n LAREDO (13) N Chart? J n 5 Mr S Durack (5) 

*0080 ALTHREY PILOT (15) P 6 ^ CWeMl|5) 

50- BELARUS (196) Mri I McKe 5 10 C WMardon 

i-M BRAMBLEHILL DUKE (19) (BF) D tanobci' 5- 0 12 

fl Johnson 

2222 OIL DE SAC (16) (BF) 3 Qn&aw 6 m C S Wynne 
2*X> DRAGQH WHG (27) CBeh - *4S O C PheiteyO) 

CTO JUSTJW (270) T KeaOy 5- V 12 Michael Brennan (3) 
PP-0 KING PADDY (S) LYs S ^ftrson jtC Mr 0 UePhal (7) 
C lATCHFORD (26) I Wtems 5 it- 12 C ILude 

06P UGHT0BNG STEEL (9) 0 Caro 5 tt C JAMcCaithy 
n -UO-23 MACY (16) P De*w * tj C XAcpumft) 

12 SUMMIT (FfXB) Uss C Jcrvsey t K' C GHoganO) 

0 X X TONKA pS) D Ganocflo 5 ft C P Nwen 

M *25- CALLINDOE(29U JRHjgnei 7»7 R Guest 

15 J31-P0 DONWBJA (10) F jyiton 6 ifi 7 0 Byrne 

•6 03!/ S0UTHW1CK MRK (606) M 5 W 7 B Powell 

- 16 declared - 

BETTING: W Brambtahil Duke, 64 Cul De Sac, 4 -t Laredo, 1W Tonka. 
IH Hacy. 28-1 Dragon King. 25-1 CaNndoe. 331 LsteMort.Bsbrus.SO-t 
□there 


3.50 


1 0*333- 

2 Win 

3 C-iP-1 LAUREN'S TREASURE (30) ttaSWiams 6 It 9 WMareton 

* Pi-63 BALLYEDWARD til) A BuASr 7 n 8 .BPowM 

5 3PPP- OVER THE WREVIN (275| J fi tettyies ® it 2 G Kogan (3) 

fi 000*3- BOURNEL (256) C Bar.vel 9 n 9 PHerteyp) 

7 5P ~23 SAMMORELLD (13) (CD) N 7«ston-r , wes 6 tt' C TJante 

6 0*0U HIT THE FAN (7311 N Taston-Oares 6 ® h . —R Johnson 

9 -h PJ MARKET GOSSIP (384) S Aher 7 tf * Mr J TizzaRi (S) 
C PPC BALLK5WFTTN LAD (1316) T r.tGaiem 8 TO 0 M Brennan (3) 

- to dedarad - 

Minimum ?jj; 7 rj* mm usa.-i we-.jrtr BMyg n/fin Lai 9st life 

BETTING- 9-* TbstenaitSanmoretoSt Laurens teaaaB.61 Uarial Gas- 
es). 7-t Ba9yedwara 61 inaanDefayc 20-1 HI The Ran, BorenaL 33-1 others 

SHEPHERDS MEADOW NH FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) £1.500 added 2m If 

1 BROWN MELODY Mss C Jynsey * n 4 L Cummins (5) 

2 CABILLE (FRl fit rr L Toi-tcr 5 h 4 R Guest 

3 5 CAPTAIN MORRIS (9) P Ytegnarei 5 ti 4 SWyrm 

* DANNY BELL . OShdi 4 fl 4 Itctraal Breman (3) 

5 FLORES f.v* J rftman 5 n 4 G Hogan (31 

6 GLSV GRANT P R Utatx- 5 0 4 . . . R BeOamy 

7 KADOU NONANTAIS 0 Snerwooo JH4 . jAMcCarthy 

a LOfffi MAX Mrs j Esnarcsar S ti 4 UrSDurack^ 

9 MY SECRET fits i Ustue 5 n ■: . .. .WMareton 

ti NUNS BEST FR7END J M Brxfey-t h 4 -B Poerefi 

n 00 SAFE T0ASStiHE(nReraaii^n6 H4 . RMasreyO) 

C TIM FRENCH = Heneir iVO 5 11 * . . . P Hanley (3) 

O U-P T7RLEY GALE (30) J SlTdn 5 Tl * . .Mr 0 McPtiail (7) 

M TRAVELLING MAN 6fcs C JOtesey 5 Tl 4 PMlM 

6 AUOLEY LASSLVi jPiprinu ®c .. ,R Johnson 

fc 3 P011.YS SISTER (304) CBartnl 5 *M3 .. ..SCunan 
17 00- TA-RA-ABN (281) R ffea»rt * t> C . C Webb (5) 

- 17 declared - 

SETTING- 5-2 Rores, 3-t Kattou Nonantats, 61 Qon Gren. 7-1 Auday Lass. 
12-1 My Secret. 14-1 Bnren Melody. Safe Tb Asaune. 20-1 Tlriey Gala, Tim 
French. Danny Boll Nuns Best Friend. 25-1 others 



. anJ 

■il nvil L ' - 

hr- 

ihev ha'" .^-rJF 
alkcer tf * 

M^ yn U Trti< 


Sports 

Thc lOO most popular 

on the Internet: 



kv n 

npr^ 

hut- * 

J il »*■'“ 


sporting-life ^om 


W s^rt io the world wide web 


EXETER 


1.20 


HYPERION 

12.50 It’s Wallace 1^0 Indian Run 1-50 Boardroom 
Shuffle 2-25 Clifton Set 2.55 Supreme Charm 3.30 
Sadler’s Realm 


GOING: Soft . 

• Right-hand, undulating cmffse Stitt fences, still tesl of gamma Run- 

icSetamSW of Easter on A3B ADMISSION: tenMand & M; 
dodc CO; Siwer Ftog E5 (acconfoanfod ratw-ifc tiee] CAR PARK. i. 

on rate; Czmaratwisremander free 

•1£M»IGTWWIERS: M PS4Te> H K ™fl w i3 ' lW 

P Hot** 24-t2£(»7%).R Frost «-03fT2Sil 

• LEAWNG JOCKEYS: C Mauds W-SO (TT5S) M A FNzgerald 6-100 iCM 
PHoBeyC-01 [ta7%), B Pete# 9-552 

• FAVOURITES: W-499 &&2%l 

At IMICFHED FIHST TIME: Up Tito fempo (120) 


12.50 


CHILDCRAFT CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) 
£2,600 added 2m 2f 

1 lDHDWTW)GBiff6){C)aUa**siiTni2 

j PD4ffl- MADAMS WAlKffMlN T-tate 711 tt — 

3 45P230 fTS WALLACE p) J C Pdifian 4 n 3 . 

4 6CJ54 PROVINCE (24) C item 4 fl 2 

5 4504-6 SWAN STREET (NZ) (74) E L Janes £06 

g StrTB SAABp5RBitfr6B4 

7 pppffl OUEBOFTOSUtRn^N**^ 000 - - 

g QOP-Q ACHR1PRJNCE (IRQ i^NMtoSt'O 

9 pppftJP 7Wia , Mp1)l»sJSe"Wre,«Of’ 

-9dBdand- 

W^eeaBftffetfirtfWrf^ 

m£XSld\ Hbog«. 3- 1 ” Saaft,7 ' 1 ' rs 

IIMace, 14-1 S*Bl Street 0u96ii Ol Tin St* 30-l^w^ 


Guy Lews (3) 
M Katghtoy (6) 
LABttel 
. J Magee P) 
II Berry 

DSotorB 

5optie Mifchefl 
UGrftBs 
T Desecrate B 


A.L.C. DOUBLE GLAZING SELLING HANDI- 
CAP CHASE (CLASS G) £3.000 added 2m 2f 

1 4JT* INDIAN RUN (IS) (D) (BF) ft Hoogjs SCO T Oascombe 

2 FJS-T? SHiMBA HILLS (23) G McCou I ?H C DJVfoftaH 

ta£N MIRAGE (13) MCcortoe Cn5 MiaeMCoombe 

4 W COLETTES GHOtGE 1773) GHamSnt SBumugh 

5 230W3 fiOBTftERN OPTMST (16) (D) B ’JewAm 9 ® 8 Msa E J Jones (7) 

6 22 34P COOL WEATHER (16) C Popham 9 tl 3 AITtorrtonB 

7 »2PP IP THE TQ1P0 (3fi) PFanel6l)2 R Greene B 

e SJlfiVTGUNS(NZ)mGE*rans5 ».<i D Sonar (5) 

9 36-530 POOH STICK (30) R Frost 7 10 1 J Frost 

fi P1PUF CHARLES QUAKER (77) M Saamar 7 1&0 P Hotisy 

- ID deetared - 

Mtwry-m i»«grt 1W Tn* na nteio wegftts Qi&l* 9a dtD 

BETTING.- 9-4 Indian Rim, 9-2 Sfert Guns. 5-1 Shimba HBh 6 1 Pooh Stick. Glen 
Mirage. 14-1 Cool Weathec 16-1 Charles Quaker Northern Optimo. Up Tho Tem- 
po, 20-1 Cefetle'a Choice 

CHILDCRAFT NOVICE CHASE (CLASS C) 
£6.500 added 2m 2f 

I 2-oPP AtmSTTCPlANdSJR^firo PHtiley 

7 rm F BOARDROOM SMffHE (I3|(D) (BF) j .'r. h -j LAspeflD) 
.1 .-P066- PENNYMOORPH1NCE(273)FIFiJs:ehO JFroif 

4 PPO-2 CAMILLAS LEGACY (IS) nC»iefi.ir < * D Saber [St 

- a declared - 

BETTING. 1-8 Boardroom Snuffle. 13-2 Canales Legacy, ii-1 Pamymooi Preice. 
25-1 ArUsbcPim 

A.L.C. WINDOWS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
D) £5.000 added 2m 7f noyds 

LAspeii IJ) 
J Magee (3) B 
A Thornton 

B Ferttm 

T [lascomOe 
GTomwy B 
R GreorV- B 


2.55 


1.50 


E.B.F. NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE 
(QUALIFIER) (CLASS D) £4,600 added 2m 2f 

1 2-Ch SUPREME CHARM (14) h Bafey 5 II D .. Mr R Wafcby (5) 

2 reo-i IRANOS (FR) (TStMFpe* if a . A Thornton 

3 ? BEN6HT4N43ND (349) f-fos h ► ragfo: £. n 0 BFentnn 

* SsP CHARUE BANKER (38) ttaui'-s:- no .. RGitera 

5 6-Cf-O CONQUER THE KILT <231 J f.iutr* 6 h 0 . . P Holley 

6 DERBY G1LCHREEST n rrosi 5 h 0 - - . JftOSl 

7 -3FP-2 NOT FOR PARROT (WE) (22) P ttxte 5 Tl D - ...-.Gforiney 

9 « ORSWBiTHATBiSY7ELL(22] °Ks£efi ft 0 »HVWger(7) 

9 3-1 WINSTON RUN (26) i '■Y£am& 5 " 5 ErtrstwidR) 

10 Of-fi GLEVUM |16) N T^stchiiainw ' £9 . J Goldsein (7) 

n 0 SANDANTE (16) 3 Burrs' fi "/! 3 SophbMtohsI^ 

- 1 1 declared - 

BETTING: 7-4 Supreme Charm. 9-s iranos. 5-1 Wciston Run. 134 BeneftJn-Kind, 
12-1 N« For ParroL 16 1 OrstwBinaiJnswsB, Ginrum. 2S-1 Derby GndvwsL 33-1 
Others 

A.L.C. CONSERVATORY H’CAP HURDLE 
(CLASS R £2.600 added 2m 2f 


3.30 


2.25 


i J25i J BRAVE HIGHLANDER (15) J i«h-: 9 tt V 
- 3C: CLIFTON SET (13) C Marofir » 

7 e* MALW000 CASTLE I T93) |D) |BF) & V* : " 
i oi& si^ciALACCtxjNrnasiraiDicgs^ -t: 

5 VUOCr VERYVEL (C2E) (293) J Nevte 6 C G 
e 403P-- PENNCALER IIREl ('Tl ; ‘xtth 7 tt ^ 

7 4955? STEEPLE JACK 1^) (Dl ft 9shMJ V< C 1- 

-Tderlarea- 

itMTwn mwrt ttfsr 

BCTHNG3.1 Penncate 100-36 MfllwOOd C«lle. 61 Brave Hightendw ^-2 l Wren 
Sol 61 Special Ar count. T-1 Steeple Jack. 161 Varyvel 


1 J1 ? IJ COLONEL BLAZER 1 15) IGD) LisS H hrejreS h 10 MrAWtatieP) 

3 riF ?) TH£ FLYING DOCTOR pi) 3 5aa«! : fi 4 A Bases (5) 

■ re f>P MUSICAL MONARCH (171 iCO) N Hants ft n 4 ^Thoritan 

i v-r-D SADLER'S REALM (9) (BF1 ? hoqs 4 n: Gformey 

i rv.i.-i • AUCE S MIRROR (I I ) (Dl ■ £ Wp 5 V } . R Greene B 

£ KCi : V»UEHSD£STIfJY(3HCL , :S-«fc*-:t!? SopteeWCtHKq 

7 )5 5* DTOTO (!T| S 5 C -j VShltey 

- 7 declared - 

"reman .impf ’fc' irsz .ttijcaI ^ Afce'c V-m fel HMeri De: 
r.«i -.esr flic- Du*> JSJ 

BETTING 7-4 Sadlers Realm. 7-2 Colonel Blazer. 4-1 Alice's Minot. 9-2 The Fly- 
ing Doctor. 6i Wallers DesUny. 20-1 KUmcal Manareh. 33-1 Dtoto 

Q ( vlhirgn was hacked Iriun s-1 in 7-1 wiih Cural 

|iu i I k- WcKh Naiintial \c*icrd«iy. 

Coral: 7-i &an[i - Cvogo 8i Mun Tracer. &-i Eurtpa 10-1 Beanoni 
* i.-T Gurerrme L?-i BefeL'e Cemc *bt-ey. Uveiy Kregm. ifedohan. Sam- 
u^e' M-1 An Snot 3uc Mouse &2y Cai: H A Day. General Wcfle. GroonM 
LjieA.-.ray KamKa» 161 onwis 


RUGBY UNION 

Doubts over 
Scots' hooker 
and lock 

Scotland's build-up to tomor- 
row’s international with South 
Africa at Murrayfield was far- 
ther disrupted yesterday, with 
two more players in danger of 
missing the match through 
injuiy. 

The lock Stewart Campbell 
and hooker Grant McKeKey 
were both forced to miss train- 
ing with what were described as 
“niggling injuries'' and a deri- 
sion on their participation will 
be made today. 

Campbell is struggling with 
a calf strain picked up after the 
defeat by Aust ralia, while McK- 
civcy has a recurrence of an 
Achiiics tendon problem that 
delayed his comeback earlier 
this season. 

The Scots are already with- 
out the long-term injured Tom 
Smith, two other Lions in Dod- 
die Weir and Alan Tail as well 
as the winger James Craig. 

The Scotland coach, Richie 
Dixon, said: " We've had our in- 
jury troubles this week and it is 
very frustrating for everyone. 
But we will not lake chances. If 

• they are not 100 per cent fit we 
won’t expose them to the ri$xirs 

: of international rugby.” 

The Watsonians lock Stuart 
. Grimes, left out of the 21 
named on Thursday, took 
Campbell's place as the squad 
ran through their training drills 
yesterday and he would step in 
- for his second appearance after 
being a half-time replacement 
: against Australia. 

If McKdvey has to withdraw, 
Gordon Bulloch - the captain 
of both West of Scotland and 
: Glasgow District -will step up 
from the bench for his interaa- 

• tional debut. 

The South Africa stand-off, 
Henry HonibalL, has been ruled 
out because of a knee injury he 
' sustained against England. 

Honiball, who has played in 
all four Tests on tour, will be re- 
placed by the Free Stale No 10, 
Jannie de Beer, who made his 
debut against the Lions earlier 
in the year and now has sis caps 
to his name. 

: RUG BY LEAG UE 

Broncos given 
boost by 
Timu signing 

London Broncos have stepped 
up their rebuilding for next 
season, making their most eye- 
catching capture so far with the 
signing of the New Zealand lest 
centre and former All Black, 
John Timu. 

The double international 
has been a regular in Kiwi sides 
since switching codes with the 
Australian club Canterbury in 
1995. It was his two late tries, 
for instance, that beat Great 
Britain in the first match of last 
year's Test series. 

Newly promoted Hudders- 
field have been given permission 
to talk to Si Helens' prolific 20- 
ycar-old winger. Danny Arnold, 
who is unsettled because of a 
dispute over pay. 

Castle ford have transfer- 
listed their centre. Grant An- 
derson, while Feaiherstone’s 
former Great Britain Academy 
international. Darren Hughes, 
has announced his intention of 
retiring at the age of 23 after 
rejecting a new am tract. 

Clubs have been told that 
they will not be penalised 
financially if they choose not to 
field teams in the Alliance com- 
petition next season. 

The Rugby League is in 
court in Leeds today trying to 
lift an injunction preventing it 
from considering Keighley's 
membership and funding for 
next season. The League's chief 
executive. Maurice Lindsay, 
has said that Keighley - who 
hope to announce new financial 
hacking today- will be allowed 
to lake part, but the question of 
their cash allocation has still to 
be decided. 

- Dave Hadfidd 
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30/WORLD CUP DRAW 





Spain's Fernando Hierro (left) challenges Brazil's Ronaldo during yesterday’s gala match in Marseilles 


Photograph: Eric Gaillard/Retrters 


ENGLAND'S OPPONENTS 


Three Lions to face 
three uncertainties 


A fortunate draw for 
Glenn Hoddle’s men? 
They may think so, but, 
as Guy Hodgson explains, 
two of the teams are 
capable of brilliance. 


When the World Cup seeds 
were first announced one 
team looked weaker than the 
others. As Glenn Hoddle was 
crossing his fingers before 
last night's draw, it is a fair 
guess he hoped he would he 
paired in the group headed by. 
Romania. 

Not that the Romanians 
lack ability - Ghcorghe Hagi 
and Marius Lacatus will have 
few equals in the tournament 
- but their age will count 
against them. Euro % was sup- 
posed to be the Iasi hurrah for 
the team: to extend their 
world-class status for another 
two years is asking much. 

Hagi will be 33 in France 
while Lacatus. who scored 
the first goal in the Europe 
versus Rest of the World 
match last nigbu will be 34. Al 
29, Hie Dumitrescu, the for- 
mer Tottenham player, al- 
most represents a youth policy 
within the team. 

Coached by Anghel lor- 
danescu. whose nickname is 


“The General”, they reached 
the quarter-finals in the Unit- 
ed States fours years ago but 
flopped in England losing ail 
three of their matches. 

Then, reaching France 
seemed an unlikely prospect 
but instead of struggling they 
-romped through qualification 
to finish 10 points ahead of the 
Republic of Ireland with an 
unbeaten record, scoring 37 
goals and conceding only four 
in 10 matches. “They are a for- 
midable team," Mick Mc- 
Carthy, Ihe Irish manager 
said after losing in Bucharest. 
“On their day, they can beat 
anyone.” 

As the statistics suggest, 
lordanescu is a lover of at- 
tacking football and is pre- 
pared to take risks. “Whoever 
tries to understand my tactics," 
he said, “must realise I often 
reach my decisions by gut re- 
action.” 

Skilful temperamental and 
as likely to be ordinary as 
brilliant, fatigue can drag the 
Romanians down and England 
are probably happier to face 
them in their second match, in 
Ibulouse on 22 June, when 
their legs will be wearier. 

The countries have met 
nine limes previously and 
England have lost only once, 
in 1980. Ominously, that was 


in a World Cup qualification' 
match. Their last match was at 
Wembley three years 
ago, which was a J-J draw. 

While England will know 
a lot about the Romanians - 
and anything they lack they 
can get from McCarthy - 
the ir other opponents are less 
familiar. Newcastle’s Faustino 
Asprilia is a- known commod- 
ity, of course, but Colombia 
are a difficult side to assess. 
Tipped by Pelc to win the 
World Cup in 1994 they lost 
all three of their group games, 
and the campaign had a trag- 
ic aftermath in that one of 
their players. Andres Escobar, 
was subsequently murdered. 

A team ranked ninth in the 
world cannot be dismissed, 
however, and any side that can 
partner Asprilia with Carlos 
Valderrama has the potential 
to score goals. They, rather 
than Romania, might prove to 
be England's most difficult 
opening opponents. 

Tunisia arc unlikely to fill 
that role. They pose England's 
first test but look likely to be 
the whipping boys in qualifi- 
cation. This will be only iheir 
second appearance in the 
World Cup proper and despite 
being ranked 23rd in the world, 
they will probably repeal their 
first-round e»i of 197$. 


SCOTLAND'S OPPONENTS 


Champions provide 
ultimate test for Brown 


Last night's draw pitted 
Scotland against 
familiar opponents. Phil 
Show reports. 


So the anthem of the Tartan 
Army's qualifying campaign 
proved prescient indeed. Scot- 
land are “going to Gay Parec” 
- to the new Stade de France 
in the suburb of St Denis - 
though if the fantasies of their 
followers had been fully realised 
it would have been for the last 
game of France MS. the final, 
rather than the opening match 
against the world champions. 
Brazil. 

Scotland and Brazil arc no 
strangers to World Cup com- 
bat. They met in Frankfurt in 
1974, when Willie Ormond’s 
side had die better of a 0-0 
draw, and again at Seville in 
1982, a match remembered 
chiefly for the long-range 
David Narey goal which gave 
Jock Stein's team the lead be- 
fore Zko, Oscar, Eder and Fal- 
cao beat Alan Rough. 

They were also paired in the 
J 990 finals in rain-lashed Turin. 
Muller, on as a substitute, 
beat Jim Leighton eight min- 
utes from time to ensure that 
Scotland failed, for the seventh 
lime in as many appearances 


on the global stage, to advance 
beyond the first phase. Defeat 
also left Scotland, by then un- 
der Andy Roxburgh’s stew- 
ardship, without a win over 
Brazil in eight attempts. 

Then again. Scotland have 
not beaten any South American 
side in the Vforid Cup. so it 
could be argued that it mattered 
little who they drew. Moreover, 
the first game of the tournament 
is invariably a tense affair, with 
both sides nriudant to reveal too 
much of then hand. 

While he would doubtless 
have preferred Romania and 
Tunisia - who Scotland drew 
in the dummy run yesterday 
bui now play England - Craig 
Brown will lake consolation 
from the fact that they' meet 
such tough opposition soon- 
er rather than iater. 

Scotland will, however, be 
confident that their extraor- 
dinary run of clean sheets in 
competitive fixtures during 
Brown’s reign will stand them 
in good stead. The prospect of 
Colin Hendry and company 
pitting themselves against 
Ronaldo and the reborn Ro- 
mano is mouth-watering, and 
Leighton will be as prepared 
as any keeper can be for the 
viciously swerving set-pieces of 
Roberto Carlos. 

As holders and therefore 


exempt from the 16-matcb 
round-robin tourney which 
Argentina and others had to 
endure. Brazil may lack a 
competitive edge. Although 
they won the South American 
Championship, Mario Zagai- 
lo’s team were not up against 
the strongest opposition: the 
likes of Chile, still embroiled 
in the qualification process, 
sent virtual shadow squads, 
while the hosts. Bolivia, 
scarcely made for the most 
testing final opponents. 

Given Scotland’s history of 
embarrassments by so-called 
lesser nations - Iran, Costa 
Rica and Estonia spring to 
mind - they may be more con- 
cerned at drawing Morocco. 
The Mortxxians, as Sir Alf 
Ramsey famously called them, 
are coached by Henri Michel, 
a Frenchman who guided his 
country to third place in 1986. 
Recent results include a draw 
with Croatia, victory over Nige- 
ria and a narrow loss to BmzTL 

The Scots' other oppo- 
nents, Norway, are competing 
in the finals for only the third 
time. With many of the Nor- 
wegians based in the Premier- 
ship - Oyvind Leonhardsen, 
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer and 
Gunnar Halle to name but 
three - it promises to be like 
a typically “British" battle. 


HOW TO GET TICKETS 


Larger allocation sought as home fans face disappointment 


Managers say getting to the 
torid Cup is the hard part. Sup- 
»rters are likely to agree with 
em if they attempt to follow 
ugjand and Scotland to France 
m summer. 

Just 28 per cent of the seats 
ill be available to foreign fans, 
i a stadium such us the Stade 
: la Mosson in Montpellier, 
tuch has a capacity of 35.5H0, 
lly 5.000 tickets would be 
'ailable to each set of funs. 

For supporters in England 
id Scotland there are two 
ays of buying tickets, via the 


official international travel clubs 
or via official travel operators. 

The problem for anyone not 
already a member of England's 
Members Club (which ha*. 27.000 
members! or Scotland’s equiva- 
lent ( 1 2,000 members) is that the 
organisations arc very unlikely to 
be able to satisfy the demands of 
their current members. Anyone 
joining now would gp to the back 
of the queue. 

French supporters applying 
for tickets have to supply an ad- 
dress and bank account number 
in France. 


However, tickets will be 
made available to 1 7 official trav- 
el operators around the world. 
Supporters wishing to buy tick- 
ets via these operators would 
have to buy a tickets-and-trav- 
el package. The FA said the 
names of the two British-based 
operators would be announced 
today, although the official 
World Cup Internet site has al- 
ready announced that they will 
be Gullivers Sports Travel and 
Mike Burton Sports Travel. 

“Since we qualified we've re- 
ceived 200 calk a day from peo- 


ple wanting tickets." Steve Dou- 
ble, spokesman for the Football 
Association, said. “The sad fact 
is that a lot of people arc going 
to be disappointed, but we want 
as many of that number as pos- 
sible to have a good chance of 
following England. 

"They've proved in the past 
that they can behave responsi- 
bly and back the team in a way 
Glenn Hoddle and Ihe players 
appreciate. 

” Wc want them to be able to 
enjoy themselves in the same way 
they did in Euro 96. safe and dou- 


ble-free, and we would have no 
qualms in increasing the number 
of rickets to those fans who have 
followed England borne and 
away in recent years. As a mat- 
ter oF urgency we will be urging 
Fifa [the sporr's world governing 
body] to increase the allocation 
of tickets for England fans." 

Scotland will be making sim- 
ilar representations on behalf of 
their supporters, but they, like 
England, arc likely to be re- 
buffed. “There's simply no lee- 
way on this issue," Keith Cooper, 
spokesman for Fifa. said “Sure- 


ty the Football Association does 
not want us to create security 
problems by taking tickets from 
here and there?" 

Double added: "It is impor- 
tant that as many fans as pos- 
sible get the chance to watch 
England. Priority will be given 
by us to the fans who followed 
England to Moldova, Poland. 
Georgia and Italy.” 

- Guy Hodgson 


England Members Club, 
Football .Association, 16 Lan- 
caster Gate. London, W23LW 
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Tournament schedule 


Group A 

1 Brazil 


3 Morocco 

Wed 10 June 
Wed 10 June 
Dies 16 June 
Dies 16 June 
Tues 23 June 
Dies 23 June 


2 Scotland 

ZJSSol 


(St Denis, 4.30) 
JlWortpeHief, 8.0) 
(Bordeaux, 4.30) 
(Nantes. 8.0) 
(Marseilles, 8.0) 
(St Etienne, 8.0) 


Brazil y.Saatehd^.; 

Maracca..: y. Noway-...- 

Scotian* y. Norway „_ r .. 

Brazil y. Morocco...!:. 

Brazil .v.NOfway. — . 

Scotland .* Morocco..,..,. 


Group B 


1 Italy.. 


2 Chile 


3 Came roon _ _ 

Thurs 11 June 
Thurs 11 June 
wed 17 June 
Wed 17 June 
Dies 23 June 
Dies 23 June 


4 Austria^ 


H • --- - ■ - 

[Bordeaux, 4.3Q) Italy. — 

(Toulouse, 8.0) Caroetnon. .. .....v. 

(St Etienne, 4.30) ChRa...---*- .:..V.A0Stna^. 

(MontpeWei; SJO). Italy „......v,.Canwoon..,._ t . 

St Denis. 3.0) . Italy. YAustna:.......^.. 

(Nantes, 3.0) Chile .........v.Camenm...-..,. 


Group C 


1 FTOnce. 


2 South Africa 


3 Saudi. Arabia 


pi 12 Jane 
Fri 12 June 
Thurs 18 June 
Thurs IB June 
Wed 24 June 
Wed 24 June 


(Lens, 4.30) 
(Marseilles, 8.0) 
(Toulouse, 4.30) 

a n\ 


(St Denis^.O) 


v _yon, 3.0) 
(Bordeaux, 3.0) 


fD enroarfc ... 

Saitcfi Arabia. 

France 

South .Africa 

France 

France 

Sou® Africa 


v. Denmark. 

y.SMQ[MssLZi 
YDanmark...... . 

y.SauctLArabfe....:; 

y.Detunark 


.v.Saudi .Arabia.;. 


Group D 


1 Spain 


3Pa ««.... 
Fri 12 June 
Sat 13 June 
Fri 19 June 
Fri 19 June 
Wed 24 June 
Wed 24 June 


“ _.. 4 _Buljjaria 


(Montpellier, 1.30) Paraouay. 

(Nantes. 1.30) Spain 

(Paris, 4.30) Nigeria .. 

(St Etienne. 8.0) Spain. 

{Lens, 8.0) Spain 

(Toulouse, 8.0) Nigeria.... 


..v. Bulgaria 

v.Nigeria 

..v. Bulgaria 

.y.Paraguay. 

x Bulgaria 

..v. Paraguay. 


Group E 

1 TheNethwlands 
3 "SoutfTKorea _ 


2 Belgium. 


4 Mexico 


Sat 13 Jane 
Sat 13 June 
Sat 20 June 
Sal 20 June 
Thurs 25 June 
Thurs 25 June 


(Lyon. 4.30) 

(St Denis, 8.0) 
(Bordeaux, 1.30) 
(Marseilles, 8.0) 
(St Etienne, 3.0) 
(Paris. 3.0) 


South .Korea 
Netherlands. 

Belgium. 

Netherlands 
Netherlands. 
Belgium. 


..yJMexico 

...v Belgium 

...v.Modco 

..y. South. Korea. 

.jr.JMo 

...v. South Korea 


Group F 


1 GermanjL 


2 United Slates 


3 Yuppshnria_. 

Sun 14 June 
Mon 15 June 
Sun 21 June 
Sun 21 June 
Thurs 25 June 
Thurs 25 June 

Group G 

1 Romania 


4 Iran 


(St Etienne, 1.30) Yugoslavia .v.iran 


(Paris, 8.0) 
(Lens, 4.30) 
(Lyon, 8.0) 
(Montpellier, 8.0) 
(Nantes, 8.0) 


Germany .Y..US. 

Germany v. Yugoslavia 

US .v.lran 

Germany v.to» n 

US y.YhgGsjavia. 


I-*' 

.... 


2 Colom bia 


3 EngtamL 


4 Tunisia 


Mon 15 June 
Mon 15 June 
Mon 22 June 
Mon 22 June 
Fri 26 June 
Fri 26 June 


Group H 


(Marseilles, 1.30) England v.Iunisla.... 

(Lyon, 4.30) Romania Y.Colqmbia. 

(MontpeRier 4.30) Colombia v. .Tunisia 

(Toulouse, 8.0) Romania xfingtanl... 

(St Dens, 8.0) Romania y. Tunisia 

(Lens, 8.0) Colombia _v.Engianri. 

. r.i-. u~ 


1 Ar gent ina 


3 Jamaica 


_2Jajran 


4 Croatia 


Sun 14 June 
Sun 14 June 
Sat 20 June 
Sun 21 June 
Fri 26 June 
Fri 26 June 


(Toulouse. 4.30) 
(Lens, 8.0) 
(Nantes. 4.30) 
(Paris, 1.30) 
(Bordeaux, 3.0) 
(Lyon, 3.0) 


Argentina y Japan..... 

Jamaica .v..Craatia 

Japan yCroalia.... 

Argentina .v. Jamaica . 

Argentina yGmatia.... 

Japan .yJamaica. 


SECOND ROUND 

Saturday 27 June: Game 2 (Marseilles, 3.30) 
Group B winner v Group A runner-up 
Saturday 27 June: Game 1 (Paris, 8-0) 

Group A winner v Group B runner-up 
Sunday 28 June: Game 3 (Lens, 3.30) 

Group C winner v Group D runner-up 
Sunday 28 June: Game 4 (St Denis, 8.0) 
Group D winner v Group C runner-up 
Monday 29 June: Game 6 (Montpellier, 3.30) 
Group F winner v Group E runner-up 
Monday 29 June: Game 5 (Toulouse, 8.0) 
Group E winner v Group F runner-up 
Diesday 30 June: Game 7 (Bordeaux, 3.30) 
Group G winner v Group H runner-up 
Tuesday 30 June: Game 8 (St Etienne, 8.0) 
Group H winner v Group G runner-up 


QUARTER-FINALS 
3 July: Game B (St Denis, 3.30) 
Game 2 winner v Game 3 winner 

3 July: Game A (Nantes, 8.0) 

Game 1 winner v Game 4 winner 

4 July: Game C (Marseilles, 3.30) 
Game 5 winner v Game 8 winner 
4 July: Game 0 (Lynn, 8.0) 

Game 6 winner v Game 7 winner 


SEMl-FWALS 

7 July, Marseilles (8.0) 
Game A winner v Game C 
winner 

8 July, St Denis (8.0) 
Game B winner v Game D 
winner 


THIRD PLACE PLAY-OFF: 11 July, Paris (8.0) 
FINAL: 12 July, St Denis (8.0) 


All times (which may be slightly altered to tit TV schedules) BST; 
local times one hour later. 


VENUES 


i comtes EWorld Cup 

st-oenis Stadiums 


Pans 


Wants 


Toulouse 


lywu 

St-EDame#* 

^Montpafier 


SI Denis: Stade de France 
(capacity B0.Q00) 

Paris: Parc des Princes (49,000) 
Bordeaux: Stade Lescure 

(36.500) 

Lens: Stade FeUx-Bollaert (41,275) 
Lyon: Stade de Geriand (44,000) 
Marseilles: Stade Velodrome 
(60,000) 

Montpellier: Stade de la Mosson 

(35.500) 

Nantes; Stade de la Beau |q ire 

(38.500) 

SI Etienne: Stade 
Geoffnjy-Guichard (38,000) 
Toulouse: Stade Municipal 

(36.500) 


LATEST ODDS 


Ton 

C 

H 

L 

Brad 

3-1 

3-1 

3-1 

Franca 

13-2 

6-1 

5-t 

Eoaland 

6-1 

7-1 

7-1 ! 

Ganomr 

7-1 

7-1 

7-1 

FMtaxf 

8-1 

8-1 

8-1 

m 

8-1 

7-1 

7-1 

AnnaBm 

11-1 

12-1 

12-1- 

Soata 

14-1 

10-1 

14-1 

Waeita 

25-1 

33-1 

28-1 

Ynustaita 

18-1 

25-7 

33-1 

Croatia 

33-1 

25-1 

40-1. 

Roanrta 

25-1 

40-1 

40-1 

flrtaarta 

50-1 

50-T 

50-1 

D*— lark 


50-1 

40-1 

Nwway 

50-1 

60-1 

28-1 

Be&ifcnt 

50-1 

40-1 

86-1 

Cdnmhte 

86-1 

50-1 

33-1 


HD-1 

50-1 

66-1 

Austria 

BO-1 

180-1 

SO-1 

CaroanxM 

150-1 

100-t 

100-1 

CKfe 

100-1 

150-1 

80-1 

Metro 

80-1 

158-1 

100-1 

Scotland 

1GO-1 

100-1 

125-1 

forth Africa 

TOM 

100-7 

150-1 

Scuta Korea 

ISO-1 

200-1 

200-1 

USA 

150-1 

200-1 

2B0-1 

Jamais 

2SB-1 

250-1 

250-1 

Marocca 

150-1 

200-1 

250-1 

SaodArrtda 

200-1 

200-1 

253-1 

Jama 

3W-1 

250-1 

,250-1 

TanMa 

300-1 

2S0-1 

250-1 

ban 

500-1 

300-1 

250-1 

Eadmair a m On oMs. places 1 2 

C- Cant, h 

-WBamlflU-LaWias 


.I’-; 
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British ice skating is In a 
state of shock following 
the decision not to take 
four of their top 
performers to next 
year’s Winter Olympics 
in Japan. Mike Rowbottom 
reports. 


John McEnroe shows there is still some spring in his legs as he serves in his defeat of Guillermo Vilas at the Albert Hall yesterday Photograph: Peter Jay 

Rusedski out of Albert Hall event 


The years will roll back 
at the Royal Albert Hall 
this afternoon when 
Bjorn Borg plays John 
McEnroe on a British 
court for the first time 
since the 1981 
Wimbledon final. 
Yesterday, however, the 
non-appearance of one 
of the current 
generation, Greg 
Rusedski, was the talk 
Ip'Sind the scenes at the 
Honda Challenge. 

John Roberts reports. 


When the golden oldies began 
to lake the court at the Royal 
Albert Hall yesterday, Greg 
Rusedski, the British No I. was 
conspicuous by his absence 
from the supporting cast of 
doubles players. 

The organisers had been in- 

SPORTING DIGEST 


formed on Wednesday night 
that Rusedski would not be 
able to participate because of a 
back injury. 

“We're very disappointed to 
hear Greg is injured.” Peter 
Worth, the tournament chair- 
man said. “But we do find it pe- 
culiar that the morning after 
pulling out he had apparently 
been practising hard and hilling 
the ball well. He has assured us 
he will play the event in future, 
and we wish him well in his re- 
covery." 

Rusedski's withdrawal 
meant that the doubles event, 
a mixture of current ATP Tour 
players and prominent names 
from the pasL had to be altered, 
and Tim Henman ended up 
partnering his coach. David 
Felgatc. They opened the 
round-robin with a win against 
John Lloyd and Peter McNa- 
mara. 

• "I'm delighted to be sup- 
porting an event in London." 
Henman said. “It's disappoint- 


ing that Greg's not here. There 
didn't seem to be too many 
problems with him on the prac- 
tice court this morning.” 

Tony Pickard, Rusedski's 
coach, explained that the big- 
serving left-hander is still 
troubled by the injury to his 
lower back that caused him to 
retire during the recent ATP 
Tour Championship in Han- 
nover. “It just has not healed." 
Pickard said. “His back has 
locked three days in a row. We 
practised at Wimbledon on 
Monday and Queen's on 
Thursday. It happened both 
times. It's not just a matter of 
his serving. It happens all the 
lime." 

Pickard said he had been in 
favour of Rusedski playing in 
the event. “I told him it would 
be a good thing to play these 
three light-hearted matches, 
but we've taken the view that it's 
belter to pull out hefore this 
tournament than during a 
match. 


“The young man has been in 
a mess for two days. He cannot 
confidently go into a match, no 
matter how light-hearted. The 
important thing is to get him- 
self absolutely right for the 
□cw year." 

John McEnroe received a 
warm welcome when he walked 
out to play his opening round- 
robin match against the wily Ar- 
gentinian Guillermo Vilas, aged 
45. McEnroe, 38. did not take 
long to find his range and 
touch, and, true to form, he 
quickly found fault with some 
of the line calls. He was also 
warned for tossing his racket 
and swearing. 

McEnroe won, 6-3, 6-3, a 
splendid warm-up for this af- 
ternoon's long-awaited contest 
between McEnroe and his great 
rival Bjorn Borg. 

Of all those who have par- 
ticular memories of Borg, few 
are as poignant us Henri Lecon- 
te's recollection of his meeting 
with the Swede in Monte Car- 


lo in 1983. Leconte’s victory 
there marked the end of an era. 

The flamboyant Frenchman 
st31 hesitates when asked to 
comment. “I don't like to talk 
about Bjorn, because he's my 
hero," he said yesterday after 
entertaining spectators with a 
6-3, 6-2 win against South 
Africa's Johan Kriek. 

But did Leconte believe that 
Borg really meant to disap- 
pear from the game when he 
first retired, having won five 
consecutive Wimbledon singles 
titles and six at the French 
Open? 

“Definitely.” Leconte said, 
adding that he was more 
surprised by the Swede's 
abortive comeback in 1991. 
“1 played him in Stuttgart and 
he still had a wood racket and 
tried to play the same way, but 
he was not fast enough. The 
generation had changed. But 
now, on the senior tour. Bjorn 
is moving well and playing 
good." 


: ATHLETICS 


: Leading ice dance 
pairs excluded 
on London from Olympics 

Cathcrina McKieman, who ran ; 
the fastest marathon in history ‘ 
by a woman debutant two : 
months ago, was confirmed ; 
yesterday as one of the prime ; 
movers at the Flora London : 

Marathon next April. 

McKiernan, whose winning ■ 
time of 2 hr 23 min 44sec in ! 

Berlin has been bettered by only 
seven athletes, appeals to have . 
an excellent chance of adding . 
another victory over 26.2 miles ; 
doser to home. 

If she does, it will come as : 
no surprise to the sports phys- ' 
io legists at Trinity College, i 
: Dublin who have monitored her ■ 
aerobic performance regularly I 
over the last nine years. 

“They have always told me ] 
i I had a marathon runner’s ; 

1 make-up." the 27-year-old Irisb- 

• woman said yesterday. “They 
- have been nagging at me to run - 

a marathon for years, but I have ■ 

. erred on the side of caution be- ; 

• cause 1 didn't want to do too i 
much too early in my career." ; 

Not that McKiernan has been 
. marking time up to now -she has 
established a huge reputation in 
■ cross-country, winning the inau- 
: gural European title and, tanta- 
: lisingly, taking silver at the Warld 
; Championships four times. 

The lure of trying to add a 
: world gold is still there- she will 
: ran in the cross-country event at 
i Durham in January as part of her 
preparations, and has not ruled 
out competing at the next World 
Championships in Morocco. 

The fact that that race will 

• be held over 10 kilometres, 
rather than 6.5 as it has in re- 

; cent years, will favour a runner 
; who has always looked com- 
! fortable at the longer distances. 

McKiernan ’s marathon cre- 

• dentials will be tested to the full 
in London, however, following 

• yesterday's confirmation that 
she will face Uz McCoigan, 
beaten into second place by just 

: one second in the 1997 event 

• and Hiromi Suzuki, the reign- 
ing world champion. 

The Irish runner believes ln- 
: grid Kristiansen's world record of 
2hr21min06sec-set in London 
in 1985 - may be within her reach. 

- Mike Rowbottom 


The British ice dance pair 
preparing to follow in the sLeps 
of Jayne IbrvQJ and Christopher 
Dean aL next February's Win- 
ter Olympics have been told not 
to bother. 

Marika Humphreys and 
Philip Askew - coached by the 
woman who guided Torvill and 
Dean. Betty Callaway - are 
not of a sufficiently high stan- 
dard to justify a place, the 
: British Olympic Association 
has ruled. 

Britain's leading ice skating 
pair, Lesley Rogers and 
Micbael AJdred, have also been 
told they will not go to the 
; Games, which start in Nagano, 

: Japan on 7 February. 

The shock waves following 
: the decision have been rever- 
; berating around British ice skat- 
; ing. Celia Godsall. chief 
■ executive of the National Ice 
: Skating Association, said all 
' four skaters involved were “dev- 
; astated" by the BOA's decision, 

' and confirmed that Humphreys 
' and Askew, who were 16th out 
: of 29 in this year's World Cham- 
: piousbips, have split up as a re- 
: SulL 

Both pairs passed the 
Olympic selection requirements 
I of skating’s international body, 

• FISU, by finishing within the 
: first four nations at a qualifying 

tournament in Vienna. 

But in April, following sus- 
: tained criticism of Britain’s per- 
formance at the 1996 Olympics, 
the BOA announced that in fo- 
' lure it would require all its 
Games competitors to show 
tbey could finish in the top half 
' of their events’ world rankings. 

Neither pair has been able 
to do that since because of in- 

• jury problems, but both had 


hoped to impress -sufficiently in 
next month's European Cham- 
pionships. 

“You spend your life dream- 
ing of the Olympics, you pass 
the international qualification, 
and then what happens?" said 
Askew. “You are told you still 
can't gp. I thought the Olympic 
motto said it was not the win- 
ning, but the taking part. The 
BOA don't appear to believe in 
that any more." 

Aldred said the decision had 
been devastating for him. “1 am 
26 now, and that is my Inst 
chance of the Olympics gone," 
he said. “I am giving very seri- 
ous thought to whether I con- 
tinue in the spoil. 

“I believe we could have had 
the best all-round skating team 
Britain has ever produced at the 
Olympics, but it looks now as if 
there will be just one going in 
the meu’s singles and perhaps 
one in the women's singles. It 
will be a very lonely Games for 
them. 

“I appreciate that the BOA 
is trying to raise the British 
game, but Lhey arc going about 
things in the wrong way. You 
can't exclude people from the 
very environment they need to 
improve. 

“Our places will simply go to 
less well qualified skaters from 
other countries now. 

“It is ironic that if wc had 
come from Canada, the world's 
top skating nation, our perfor- 
mances in Vienna would have 
assured us of an Olympic 
place." 

The exclusion of Humphreys 
and Askew may also mean the 
end of a distinguished career at 
the top for Callaway, who has 
said that this pairing would be 
the last she would advise. 

Britain's team for the Games 
will comprise 35 members - sig- 
nificantly fewer than the party 
which set out for Lillehammer 
four years ago. But the BOA has 
stressed that their policy is not 
based on the need for economy. 
“We want our athletes to per- 
form with credibility," said the 
BOA chief executive. Simon 
Clegg. 


Basketball 

NBA; Oacayj 97 Bowxi Dottot (Twer® 
W3 icn; Hksm 94 PnucMprua 90. Semite « 
Nc» J-ir^ev 99. L- Laker* 107 Oenuor 69. In- 
-iana 94 Mtmusoia 90 UuhTOTaramoW Or- 
t’ncto U)i Vancouver 97. Cleveland 96 Gotten 
Siam 67 

WEDNESDAY’S LATE RESULTS: European 
ChamptorraWp SamMinai (GidkHard): U»«we 
flp £.10 and 61 
Ti 

Cr icket 

The BBC has won the rights to show 
nightly highights of the five Tests and 
five one-day internationals during 
England’s wimer lour ol the West In- 
dies 

Pat Symco* spearheaded South 
Afrca to a 67-run victory over Austraia 
m their World Series one-day fi- 
temaiional m Sydney yesterday Sym- 
co* hit an unbeaten 27 whie helping 
add 40 runs for the last wicket with Al- 
lan Donald to boost South Africa s to- 
tal io 200 off 50 overs. Then the 
37 -year-old oft-spinner took 4 tor 28 
ott to overs as AusL’ata were all out 
lor 133 n 38 overs 
WORLD SERIES (Sydney): Scutn 700 
•SO cwroi AuSWia ta .73 South Atrica 
boat Auoraba by 67 runs. 

TOUR MATCH (Capo Town, second day ot 

three): V.vshjrn 7-4>’ AwJ.J-.rry 263. firgSpi 
Unix 19 *1 D3 1? 5 

Football 

Milan Curt*, a midfielder with the Slo- 
v& rhampions Kosice. c6ed m a car 
cti ucn Tuesday, wnfla the cIuds str* - 
er Afcen Ftusnak, who was driving. suf- 
fered compie* fractures to both legs 
Rusnak played as a substitute agamst 
Manchester United in last week’s 
Champions League match at OW 
Tralford. while CvTrk remained on the 
bench. 

Grasshopper Zurich nave named the 
t ormer Swiss national team coach. BoB 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

7,000 

i 

* t he number of kilometres 
footba!k World Cup trophy 
will be carried by a group 
ot marathon runners dur- 
ing a si*-month tour of 
France pnor to the start ot 
the Wbrld Cup finals next 
June. The trophy will be 
displayed at 17 French 
cities plus Monaco 


Fringar. as their hew coach, to replace 
Christian Gross, who is now at Tot- 
tenham Hotspur. 

Manchester United's 22-year-old cen- 
tral defender Chris Casper has signed 
a new two-year deal with the club. 
The Bolivian international Jaime 
Moreno was back in action far Mid- 
dlesbrough on Thursday after rejoin- 
ing fae club on a three-month loan 
from Wbshngton DC Uni The 24-year- 
old striker helped BoroS reserves to 
a 2-0 win over West Bromwich at the 
Riverside SlacGum. 

Italy s referees wii delay the start of 
matches this weekend by 15 mnites 
it the* first attempt at industrial action, 
as a protest about attacks on them m 
the meria. and a lack ot support from 
Itafcan football authorities. 

FA CARUNC PREMIERSHIP: Fhrturo 

change*: Web IS Fob: Aston Villa v Man Utd 
I from 13 April). Sat 14 Mai Manchester Ltd 

V Arsenal (TUSam MC*-ctfL Sun 15 Mar: Der- 
by v Leeds (Irom U Mart Sun 5 Apr Derby v 
Cndsea itrom 4 Apn 
EXHIBITION MATCH 

Rwl ot WoiU 15) —5 Europe |1i 2 

De SftHa 17 LOttrtliS 1 38000 

R-it-WSP 22 -n Sdano 61 

Sa5sa.-i.i3! 37 

i t: Snaoe tecowne. AtaretiiCM i 
WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS. FA Carffeifl 
Premia r*hlp: fiesr Mom 4 Ctyyx Pjdco i Na- 
Uamrtla Football Lupus FwH Dtvtiion. Qpn 
i Msr oust i Second Dwision: uswai a '.vusal 
i Third DMaiarr. Sngtimn o Nam County > 
Bofl’s Scottish Luwi Second Drviaton: Uv- 
tKOXi 1 E-KT We 0 FA Umro Trophy Hied qusl- 
dyinq round. Sown* Eoraum 0 Ease, i Third 
qunfrynig round rrolavr. Camcno-je City t> 
r.Vf-.T.-r Tyofi j aril Raunm 3 wtabecn r mi 
V.' wsta a 0 UatMF 9 ioe: V. *on 5 ? cr 
c?na".'«i UniBurtd Lgran Cup Bttrt round, 
'iarstoroucjt-i Tinfi - Eanvioid Tonn 2 Or 
Martens League Southern Drvteion. Faierum 
3 Wevmcutn J Wmslonieod KotTI Laaatxe 
Feat DMgtoa CaraMurt j Hvirw 2 Sus- 

ses County League Flral Dmrslon. Eaatxurhe 
: »n 0 Atcmm* Screwfn League Prormor 
Division: Odd Down 0 Uor^oslwid 2 Jmnon 
Eastern Langue Cup Sec end round: Charter & 
• Eh i tr.-.-yi '.vjrujoers ; S-vafttum 2. TVt- 
i Cr=. J C4ben League ol Wales Cup Sec- 
ond round second log: C-xw. ; Bn: ilnjg 
£-4> C «rrd in J lieeiewn ' lagg r.Ji Ppn tin a 
Loaguo Premier Division: hMon .’- EiAXtan l 
Firet Distsiorr uaSnciouttn ' Wea Wwrjncri 
9 Thud Dtvroerr K1 0 ELr, : Ncwcaaie C So/*- 
i Loaguo Cup Croup One- Braalcra C4y 
1 Burtev 4 Group Two HuacraM-cM : SHetHM 
IJM T Croup Fhra: *arL 1 Banr.K-v 1 Group She 
BixSiOOCi ’ Cravrj-n o Avon Insurance 
Cerabinotten Find Dtvtuon: OiiO'd Uid V 
Cn-utE-n i Snvflon ’ Hsn : Sou-nano 
» 2 V. ImM-f-on O t •.]!r-CP%* n v£i. 


k ghilailimi The Tildes FA Youth Cup Second 
round: Lfoceser 2 Uvwpooi 3; Leeds 3 OMiam 

Coventry o Luton 4 Dutch Longue: MAC &e- 

oa i Roda X Kerira* o. Font*™ smart 3 Vtfsrv 
dam 0. MW lAaasude 0 Apr J Waalwi^ I 
Span a Ronerttam 3 Belgian Loaguo: Anbvotp 

0 Anoaitechn. Boveron Sldarae J. CL* Brages 

1 Uoucrcn 0; S4 Tnxden 2 Charterer 0. Wtanar- 
la a StandaM LieasO German Cup Thbd romC 
Meppen 0 Urrrdsigen £ Boyer Loverkmm 1 
AniMia BdkrWd i fast LaverKuson wm «t 
penaAdsi. Atemairta Aachen t MbMhof Manrv 
hem i i set Mannheim win S-t on perad tan. 
Spontah Cup ThlnJ round Dnn tote Recroadvo 
Kiervo 0 Ce»a 1 , Ftgueras 1 Wfenca 1; to/- 
Hda 3 Zvagua £ Lorca 2 Merkta a. Aleves 1 
Compo s tel a Cr. Osasuu 3 Santander 0. Ex- 
PemaAxa t Sabmanca 0 

Golf 

America’s Laura Philo kept her 
overnight lead intact after a third 
louid ot 72 fa the Women's Profes- 
sional Golfers’ European Tour Quai- 
fyng School tournament at Aroeva. 
Portugal yesterday. It left the Ameri- 
can at three under par on 213 and two 
strokes dear of her French chal- 
lenger Ludivine Kreutz. who also shat 
a 72. 

WPGET QUALIFYING SCHOOL (Arodra. 
Pott Leafing athd-round worn (GBor kt un- 
to** Motodj: 213 L Phlo lUSl 71 TO 72 215 L 
Kmutz (Fn 73 TO 7T. 21S S CovaSen (til 75 73 
TQ 219 L Weal |US) 73 n 7S: fcBSanshei iSpi 

74 71 Ft 220 A Muni (AuSI 74 71 75. TPttilon 
TO 69 75 221 A RorieiS 76 73 72. M McKay » 

75 72 222 L Dermotl 78 71 75. L Educsn 7 3 
7b 74 220 M de Boer INotn) 76 75 75. C Dutty 
78 74 w M Burapom iSmi 76 75 73 . M I Po- 
lOfcrt-Boseli |Ff| 73 75. S EMurd ISwel 71 76 
74. J Caeaaiwr fRn 75 73 76 225 S M-Xn (US) 
78 73 75, W Wcboe (USl 76 76 73. 1 Macon (H) 
72 77 76 S Ladwl 77 7Z 76. E F)«ds 76 73 
78 228 M MaeB 75 75 76. S Gallagher 76 75 
75 . T Leo I Cam X 76 71 

JOHNNIE WALKER PGA EUROPE TEAM 
CHAMPIONSHIP (Marbolla) Loading flnal 
kotos: 418 Smtbhd (A Crerjj <33 D Thomsen 
711 423 WBHK IS Been 63 P Mayo 69t 425 
NemchCBWi 436 Soam IMaruer Blanco 73 
Uaw Mcntrc S8l 428 Enolana iP Lyons 71 P 
vmpeingn Tit FnUnd Salecud. 43 1 irctartd 
iD McGrane £S G Lougtvav Ml 
MILLION DOLLAR GOLF CHALLENGE (Sun 
Cky| Leading Browound scores: 67 P W* 
rtson I USl 68 0 Low ■ (USl 69 E EMSAl 0 
Lm-jer (Gen 70 J Pamev* iSwei 71 N Pros 
iZlmi 73 h FoUo (GBl 74 J Leonard (USL T 
Loftman (USL 1 Woosnarc iGBl 76 M Cnilcera 
1 USl 78 C Montgomery iGBl 
HONG KONG OPEN Leading (Inn-round 
scores: 66 D Wfccn (USl 87 C Rocca |BL f 
N.-jC*j (NJ) A Hath- (Matey) hang Wook-soon 
IS Kon Ln Fena-di fTaiwi H Kaplan (SAL 68 
R Cu*flO (PHIL Hsu MaTQ-rom iTjiw) T SpBuC- 
(USi Zhang Lamer (On 
HITACHI CUP fTokyo) Leading Bm -round 


acoroa (Oapanase unleas stated): 60 Kpfctv 
ro HivaDOL HhAn LVyaee 87 'aeoCzaH.Mi- 
aua Harada 88 B wans IUSJ NaomdiOadd 
E Hercera (C-ol). C Airy I Ansi. Yeh Oang-png 
(Tom) 

Ice hockey 

NHL: BuftaJoe AnahetnO: Montroal 3Los Ar>- 
ge*a> 0, Boston 3 PWaMtprta Q; Corotna 5 NY 
etonders 3. Tampa Bey 2 Phoenix 1; Dates 4 
Edmonton 1 . Detroit 4 Calgary 3 

Rugby League 

The Featherstone Rovbis centre Dar- 
ren Huskies has retired from playing af- 
ter rejecting a new contract. The 
23-year-okl former Great Britain Acad- 
emy International scored 28 tries in 61 
appearances tor the First Division dub 
after agrihg from Leeds four years ago 
The Casttoford utity player Grant An- 
derson, in his second spell with the 
Tigers after joining them from Haifa* 

tS h^ffl ! Tul’ C D^u jujkJ 
mer Great Britain Under -21 intema- 
ttonaTs contract runs out at Die end 
of the month. 

The St Helens uhlty back Danny 
Arnold, an ever-present last season. Is 
wanted by the Super League new- 
comers Huddersfiekl They have been 
gnran permoswn to tal< to the 20-yaar- 
old. even though he is under contract 
at Knowsley Rcrad tor another two years 

Rugby Union 

DUBAI INTERNATIONAL SEVENS: Group 
One: F* at Wfestem Samoa 7. horea 33 USA 
19 Group Tmx Now ZaMand Zmbobwe 17. 
Natal 28 Marauders 0 Groin Throe: t 
S3 19 Tbnga B: WUitforo 26 Canada IQ 
Four AS Australia if Morocco 0. Scotland 
Remit Froggies C 

WEDNESDAYS LATE RESULTS: Watlh Ns- 
feat* Longue Foal DWsion: Cross Yen 12 Ptm- 
ivpool 2L Raproa e nta thro Match: Royal Navy 
38 R Ausoaian Navy 3 

Tennis 

HONDA CHALLENGE ATP SENIOR SIN, 
GLES TOUR (Rand Alien HaU. London): Ac- 
cord Group: J McEnroe (USl tn G visa lAigi 
6-38-3 PraludaGroupe H Leconte i FribtJhn* 
PSAI 6-3 8-2 Round-robin: T HEnman and D 
Feigaw iGSj bl J Uoyd iGBj and P McNamara 
Musi 4-6 S3 IHerrnan onT F«igae non daodrn 
ha Brea* i0-6j 

MASTERS OF CHAMPIONS WOMEN'S 
TOURNAMENT (FmnUun): Group 1: AHuoe 
(Gen bl M Pierce iFn 8-3 6-2 Group 2: 1 Ma- 
id ICroai bl i Sortta (Romi 8-3 7-5 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

rjOumesi UJi(*d 

FA CUP 

SECOND ROUND 

Cheslor v Wroiham (7.45) 

GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE 

Haul ox v Staiybridge (7A5> 

UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES 
LEAGUE Premier Dhriskm: Suwans. & 
Ltoytta Cortr,- v 5tarc(crd 

FAI HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Premier Dtvfston: Drogheda U ruled v 


Shefccume (7451; Shanrod- RouersvBo 
hemeirts (7451. Sr Paw* o Athletic v Fhn 
Harps (745) 

Rugby League 

SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP First 

round: BacLBroc* v Haydock (700) 

Rugby Union 

730unl<rS3 suret/ 

UNDER-21 INTERNATIONAL: England v 
New Zealand isr Newburyf 
TOUR MATCH: GSasgcwv ACT iaiSc«- 
siowi. ClaagowL 


CHELTENHAM AND GLOUCESTER 
CUP Group C: Sale v Moseley Group O: 
Biackheath v London Scottish r-»5) 
CLUB MATCHES: Cheltenham v Lydney 
(7« 

Basketball 

BUD WEIS ER LEAGUE: ftrmngnam v 
Chaster 

Other sports 
TENNIS: ATP Senior four of Cham- 
pions (Royal Afljen HaA London) 


IT’S A ROLLOVER! 


Draw riaii” 3 12 ’97. The winning numbers: 1. 8. 36. 39. 47. 49. Bonus number: 37. 
Tor ji Sales: £C9.913.147. Prize Fund: £13.460.916 145% of ticket sales). 


CATEGORY 


NO. OF WINNERS 


AMOUNT FOR 
EACH WINNER 


7.1. IT-. 

M",1ieh : 


i plu 


i i -’.r-Oi M. 
h-.-nu-. i 


TOTAL EACH TIER 


14.950.579 


£a53.S7E. 


£1.523.250 


£3 24? 


M.vti* 

M.i!.-r 

TOTA 


£951.957 


394.05 7 
"412971 


£112 


£2.0A4.eso 


£ 3.940.570 


£13.451.336 


BivjMgjp ipw»5 rounA-d -1-wi iu ncaio&t £1). £3.075. 




THE NATIONAL LOTTERY' 


1 L.imniei cfmr.n ;o.-nmi:er sv«i«m ^naii prevail 
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Draw gives England 
and Scotland the 
chance to progress 




Romania and Colombia 
are among England’s 
World Clip opponents 
while Scotland have a 
glamorous game against 
Brazil. Glenn Moore 
reports from Marseilles. 


Eagland and Scotland were 
each handed difficult but by do 
means impossible tasks when 
the draw for next summer's 
World Cup was completed yes- 
terday. 

Scotland got the glamour, 
they will open the tournament 
against Brazil in Paris on 10 
June in a match which promis- 
es to be a massive party for the 
Thrtan Army but no picnic for 
the players. They will then meet 
the contrasting but still de- 
manding talents of Norway in 
Bordeaux on 16 June before 
concluding the opening round 
in St Etienne against Morocco 
seven days later. 

England’s campaign opens 
with Tunisia in Marseilles on IS 
June. They then meet group 
seeds, Romania, in Tbuknise on 
22 June before playing Colom- 
bia in Lens on 26 June, the last 
day of the qualifying rounds. 

Scotland, if they progress, 
are likely to face Italy in the sec- 
ond round, England would 
almost certainly meet either 
Argentina or Croatia. 

It could be worse: Group D 
with Spain. Bulgaria, Nigeria 
and Paraguay looks like being 
christened the group of death 
- but it could be better. Ar- 
gentina and Croatia are paired 
with Japan and Jamaica in the 
most unbalanced group; Italy, 
with Cameroon, Austria and 
Chile, are in the weakest. 

The most intriguing match is 


oue between two minnows: Iran 
will play the United States in 
Lyon on 21 June. Their group 
looks certain to be won by Ger- 
many or Yugoslavia. 

England have not beaten 
Romania since Geoff Hurst 
scored the only goal of the game 
in Guadalajara during the 1970 
World Cup in Mexico. England 
have, however, twice knocked 
Romania out of the World Cup 
in the qualifiers, in 1982 and 
1990, ami drew with them in a 
Wembley friendly in 1994. 

Romania only dropped one 
point in qualifying thfa time — 

GROUP G 

1 ROMANIA 

2 COLOMBIA 

3 ENGLAND 

4 .TUNISIA 

GROUP_A 

1 BRAZIL 

2 SCOTLAND 

3 MOROCCO 

4. NORWAY 

Rid draw, page 30 

in an inconsequential draw in 
Dublin - and are a talented but 
ageing team. The same applies 
to Colombia, although any 
manager will be wary of Fausti- 
no AspriDa. Tunisia are less well 
known, England have met them 
once, drawing 1-1 m Tunis be- 
fore the 1990 World Cup, dur- 
ing which game Terry Butcher 
was alleged to have butted an 
opponent 

The Scots have played Brazil 
three times in the World Cup, 
drawing in 1974 and losing in 
1982 and 1990. Both they and 
Norway, most of whose team 
play in the Premiership, are well 


knowm They have never played 
Morocco. 

The draw had been preced- 
ed by an exhibition match lit up 
by Ronaldo and an unseemly 
scramble in near dark as spec- 
tators briefly invaded the pitch. 
There followed lengthy pre- 
liminaries during which the 
38,000 crowd grew bored and 
cold, amusing themselves by 
jeering the French federation 
president and any mention of 
Paris. Eventually Blatter and bos 
team began to emerge and the 
crowd alternately cheered, 
jeered, and hushed. 

After the seeds were placed, 
Morocco was first to emerge 
and were placed with Brazil, but 
not in the opening game - this 
honour was to go to Scotland. 
France soon discovered their 
opening opponents, South 
Africa in Marseilles on 12 June. 
They wifi also play Saudi Ara- 
bia and Denmark. Then came 
the European pot, Scotland 
were first out and were given 
Brazil. England were drawn 
towards the end. 

The atmosphere had been 
building all day. The World 
Cup bait the Tricolour, had 
been unveiled at the old port, 
one metro station staged an un- 
derground bar football compe- 
tition, and Pele had said, 
depending who was listening, 
that England could win the 
World Cup and that they could 
not reach the semi-finals. 

In the rehearsal draw, Scot- 
land had been paired with Ro- 
mania, a team Craig Brown did 
not want. England had got 
Brazil, whom Glenn Hod die did 
want In the real thing the roles 
were reversed. And so to Paris 
in June and, for England, a re- 
turn here. It will be much hot- 
ter, on and off the pitch. 
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ACROSS 

I Making an impression, 
coming out and in (8. 4) 

9 Crime perpetrated by 
Scotsman snatching books 
(English) (7) 

10 Revolutionary vehicle, 
putting end to quiet rumble 
when m motion (7) 

I I Some meaner duties w-fll do 
for on oal (4) 

12 Glowing rich clothing, not 
new (5) 

13 Cut cukes from the other 
direction (4) 

16 Metal from the ocean ap- 
parently good for chairs (7) 

17 Exact measurement used 
by Americans (and nearly 
everyone) l7) 

IS Not ’favouring railway, 
missing connection (3-4) 

21 Island, oue plunged into 
angry period (7) 


23 I did the 100m for an Arab 
country (4) 

24 Bright students returning to 
US city (5) 

25 Criticise religion that has 
no place for one (4) 

28 Trim coat, almost charming 
(4-3) 

29 Old Arab comes from a 
people between South and 
North (7) 

30 Run away to find some- 
thing hetter than solitude? 
<4, 1,7) 

DOWN 

1 Agitated bear is hugging 
one in part of Russia (7) 

2 Ocean feature bird's fol- 
lowing (4) 

3 Crucial call is what links 
openers (3-4) 

4 Typical old city found in 
South African province (7) 

5 Border policeman's first to 


find source of drug (4) 

6 RN air connected with me, 


.'I’uhUdiisI I" Nc*t{uf«r PuKtehmC PLC. I Canada Square. Canart Wharf. London E14 5DL. and pooled at Minor Colour Prim. Si 
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Sepp Blatter (left) takes a ball from Franz Beckenbauer while making the draw for the World Cup finals 


Photograph: Charles Pbtiau/Reuters 


Ronaldo a picture of excellence at the exhibition 


lHundaT's solution 


lUUJULiUUUU UtiltiltiliiU 
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Germ Moore 
reports from Marseffles 

Europe — 

Rest of the World .... 


As Ronaldo’s protracted trans- 
fer between Barcelona and 
Intexnazionale dragged on last 
season and this summer it ap- 
peared that he was one Brazil- 
ian who did not even go through 
the pretence of playing for fun. 
His football may have carried 
a smile but its enjoyment had a 
multi-mOlioa dollar price- tag. 

That suspicion dissolvedlast 
night as the young striker gave 
a mouthwatering display of 
what his country's opponents 
can expect next summer. Exhi- 
bition matches can only hint at 
how a player will perform in the 
white heat of competition but 
Ronaldo has already proved 
himself in that arena. Last 
night, when be could have 


strolled through this imaginative 
appetiser for the World Cup 
draw, be stretched his limbs and 
his mind to put on a show. 

It was the individual skill of 
Ronaldo, the most expensive 
footballer in the world and the 
representative of next sum- 
mer's favourites, which en- 
abled an apparently inferior 
Rest of the World side to de- 
feat Europe handsomely in the 
Stade Veldrome. 

The Brazilian scored two 
goals and made three during a 
virtuoso first-half display. 
Gabriel Batistuta, with two 
goals, and Antony De Avfla, 
with one, were the main bene- 
ficiaries. Europe, who had 
scored first through Marius 
Lacatus, scored on the hour 
through the local hero Zinedine 
Zidane, but were not able to 
score again. Zidane, who grew 
up in Marseilles, looked the only 
player interested in the second 
half but he did notmove quick- 


ly enough when the final whis- 
tle went and was mobbed by a 
significant number of spectators 
who invaded the pitch. Zidane, 
who had to be rescued by stew- 
ards, appeared quite shaken by 
the experience- 

This scoreline is unlikely to 
be repeated in the World Cup, 
at least not with Germany's 
Andreas Kopke on the receiv- 
ing end, but foe beautiful setth®, 
nestling among the snow-dust- 
ed limestone kills of southern 
Provence, w3L A full house - 
and Fife, football's .world gov- 
erning body - were equally re- 
lieved that the windTiad'faien 
and rain stayed away. It was cold 
but dear and Marseilles bad 
come to party, a version of 
“Roll out the Band" dialing top 
billing with the Mexican wave. 

Europe, with Paul Ince sitting 
just in front of the central de- 
fenders, began well with 
Romania’s Lacatus taking ad- 
vantage of an error by the Mo- 


roccan Nourieddine Naybet to 
pm them ahead after 47 seconds. 

Ronaldo then took over. He 
had a couple of sighters then put 
De Avila through for a nth- 
minute leveller. Six minutes 
later he ran at and past Fer- 
nando Hierro to score. A one- 
two with Batistuta followed 
after 31 minutes, which ended 
with the Argentinian scoring. 
He rfid so again from Ronaldo's 
clever pass two minutes later. 
“Bat-i-Gol" chanted the fans. 
The half finished with Ronaldo's 
second: he was first to Adel Sel- 
limiLs long ball and, as Kopke 
flew out to meet it, nodded the 
ball past him before tapping in. 
This Is Kopke’s home ground; 
the match may have been a 
friendly but it was still a hu- 
miliation, especially as Frode 
Grodas took over at half-time. 

Franz Beckenbauer bad 
clearly had a few words about 
defensive principles in the break, 
and the second period was less 


exciting. Rangers' Gordqp 
Durie started and, on the hour, 
was joined by Derby's Debii 
Burton who missed a clear 
chance almost immediately. At 
least he will be able to say jijr 
was here and prayed. * 

EUROPE 64-2] Kopfca (Germany & Mar- 
aates)', PwenberQiar LAustria & Wader Bre- 
men! Hierro (Spun & Real Madrid). Him 
(E ngland & Liverpool), Coetncum (Italy & 
Mtan). Lomoino [Bdgurrt & EspanycO ; Lb- 
catua (Romania & 8taaua Bucharest 2Man* 
(France & JuventuaV Batalov (Bulgaria 8 
VIB StuttoarU; Bolraic 


xgaru; Home <ur 
Kkdvart (Nothertands & Mian). Subad- 
tiSBK GrodH (Norany & Chelsaa) for KAp- 
ka, Ik Cotdlng (Darmark & BrondBy) tor 
r^arro, h-t JoHanovk: (Yugostsvta & woar- 
rfa] tv Lemrina IK Durie (Scoflana & 
Rangers) tor KMwrt h-L Substitute nor 
uMfc RMharmtnh (Van & Tehran} ■ 
REST OfT>|E WORLD H-3-1-2): SongcFo 
(Cameroon & Daporiwo La Coruna); 
Myuig-So Hong (South Korea S BeRnara 
UrsteiAfl). Margaa (Ch8e & Unrverddad 
CbMcb), Naytwt (Morocco SDaporttvo La 
ConrtoX NyaM (South Africa & SI Galen); 
Nakata (Japan & Befenare HratmkaL 
Bernal (Monterrey & Mexico). Seillml 
(TuntslB & Nantes); Da Avtia (Cotorrtota & 
New ’fork -New Jersey MetroStara): Batis- 
tuta [Argentina & Furonttnal Ronaldo 
(Brazil & ntemaztoftata). Substitutes: Otei 
(Paraguay & Monterrey) for SartgQ, h-C Blr- 
tan (Jamaica & Derby) tor BaWtuta.; 61 : 
Wynidda (United SUM S Sen Joae Ciaah) 
tarOe Arifo. IK SUIlOiant (Saudi Arabs) far 
Ronaldo. St. Substitute not uaad: Kami 
(Nigeria & totemazfortataQ. 

Referee: G VeCaiero (France) . 


RUGBY UNION 


Healey asked to take wing against New Zealand 


7 Discovers places in the 
sun? (6, 2, 5) 

8 China supporting world 

conflict - a worrying thing 
for the planet (6, 7) 

14 Man bolds one up, staying 
in bed (3-2) 

15 Boss has yen for work- 
room (5) 

19 Flimsy newspaper found in 
dossier (7) 

20 O"? The temperature’s usu- 
ally hotter here (7) 

21 Rewriting items and ignor- 
ing a fixed opinion (7) 

22 Wrong and bad, T state, 
endlessly (7) 

26 Glaswegian, say, about to 
be collared by drunk (4) 

27 Real peace, source of con- 
flict being removed (4) 


Another England rugby 
union Test, another 
change on the wing. 
Austin Healey, a career 
scrum-half until 
Leicester decided 
otherwise, will square up 
to the All Blacks’ state- 
of-the-art threequarter 
line tomorrow with the 
number II emblazoned 
on his back. Chris Hewett 
reports on the latest 
radical selection 
departure. 


Austin Healey considers himself 
a scrum-half, Phil Larder says 
he has the footballing skills of 
a top-class stand-off and Clive 
Woodward sees him as a sharp, 
spikey left wing. The Leicester 
lip speaks in many tongues, 
dearly, but it is Woodward's 
opinion that holds sway for to- 
morrow's second Test between 
England and New Zealand at 


Twickenham. Healey will defi- 
nitely out-talk Jeff Wilson, the 
blond bombshell who opposes 
him - he out-talks everyone as 
a matter of course -but his suc- 
cess in outplaying the out- 
standing AD Black wide man will 
be crucial to the national cause. 

Larder, the former Great 
Britain rugby league coach who 
has just crossed the Rubicon to 
take up a technical specialist’s 
role with Woodward’s squad, 
believes Healey should be more 
closely involved in thededsion- 
making process and is touting 
him as a future No 10. Not even 
Woodward is prepared to go 
that far just at the moment, 
though. *Tra not saying 1 dis- 
agree with Phil," the coach said 
yesterday. “It's just that Tve nev- 
er really thought along those 
lines. 

“What X will say is that 
Austin is one of the players who 
has most impressed me over 
the last month, both in terms 
of his ability and his commit- 
ment in training. I have no 
problem running him on the 


wing; rugby at this level re- 
quires genuine pace and he 
provides it. What is more, he 
is one of the most destructive 
tacklers we have." 

With David Rees returning 
to the right wing to go eyeball 
to eyeball - or, rather, eyeball 
to hipbone - with Jonah Lomu, 
and Phil de GlanviUe back at in- 
side centre following ankle 
problems, England have re- 
verted to the threequarter line 
that finished the first All Black 
Tbst at Old Trafford just over a 
Fortnight ago. The other 
changes see Paul Grayson in 
Hobson's Choice mode at 
stand-off and Kyran Bracken re- 
placing Matt Dawson inside 
him. 

“I think we always identified 
this match as the biggest of the 
four and the most difficult in 
terms of preparation," Wood- 
ward said. “But we’re ap- 
proaching it positively, we have 
more pace with which to make 
things happen and we intend to 
play some football, to score 
tries. The statistics show that 80 


percent ofTeslsare won by the 
side scoring the most tries and 
they also show that Eagland 
have been bottom of the league 
in that respect for a decade, fou 
don't beat teams like the All 
Blacks by attempting to pummel 
them to death, so we’re ready 
to go the other way.” 

Woodward knows full well 
that whatever else happens to- 
morrow, the tourists will score 
tries. Craig Dowd’s feflure to re- 
cover from hamstring trouble • 
only increases their attacking 
options because his replacement 
at loose-bead prop will be Mark 
Allen, one of the most capable 
ball-playing front-rowers in the 
world game. And besides, a cer- 
tain Zinzan Brooke will be 
looking to mark his 100th and 
final appearance in an All Black 
shirt by making a mark on the 
scoreboard. 

“We will be at Twickenham 
to win, but we will also be 
there to celebrate one of the 
great careers," John Hart, the 
New Zealand coach, said yes- 
terday. “Zinjoy has carved a spe- 


cial niche in the game; be pos- 
sesses an all-round quality that 
few loose forwards in history 
have matched - indeed, I won- 
der if anyone has ever matched 
him - and he will leave a hole 
we cannot filL We won't even by 
to Ell it" 

Typically. Brooke modestly 
concealed what will be an emo- 
tional personal occasion with? 
in the wider All Black lej&.i 
ethic. *T treat all Tests on their 
merits and. while completing 10Q 
games in the black jersey will be 
a great moment for me. it can 
only be properly honoured by 
doing the job right," he said. 
“How will I feel at the end? 1 
don’t know. I’ve never retired 
before.” 

ENGLAND (v Now Zealand, Twickenham 
tomomnv): M Psny (Bate); D Rms (Sale). 
P da GtanvBta (BatfiL W Grswiiwodd 
(LNcestt), A Heatog (LajcMN). P Groyaon 


mmmm 


I (Harietqtanal R CockorfB. D Gor- 
forth, M Johnson (al Leicester^ G Anchor 
rNmcaaUs), L DaibgBo (Iftfesps, capU, R HB 
(SwaowBL M B^niicBatflf)- 
imntK T Sampson (Newcastla). tfDm*- 
mm (Northampton). K Yaws (Bath) M 
Bogan (BauM. D Greweock (SaraoaraJ”! 
Stwaaby (Wbsps). V- 

Scotland injury worries, 
page.29 


MC -3000 Co&tir 




* Full colour inkjet, printer nr.d copier 

* tadrvkHwfly reptjFceatHe ink cartndyvs 

* Up to 5 ppot mono. 2.5 ppm colour 

* Up to 7 2D x 720 dpi por.bng 

* Up to 1200 dpi cotour scanning 

* 200 street input / output cape city 

* Up to 09 cotoor copies in a single run 

* 30 pa0e Automatic Document Feed 

* B3EE Graphics Software included 



o® IjjSA 






